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Jacques Ranciere's work has profoundly impacted contemporary
political philosophy and aesthetics. Davis Oliver's 2013 *Ranciere
Now: Dissenting Politics in a New Century* provides an invaluable
entry point into this complex and challenging body of thought. This
comprehensive guide explores Oliver's work, highlighting its key
themes, analytical approach, and enduring relevance in
understanding contemporary political and social issues. We will delve
into the book's core arguments, examining its contribution to
Ranciére scholarship, its accessibility for beginners, and its
broader implications for political theory and aesthetic education.
We will also discuss the book's impact on critical pedagogy and its
usefulness as a resource for understanding contemporary political
activism.

Understanding Ranciere's Political
Philosophy Through Oliver's Lens

Oliver's *Ranciere Now* isn't simply a biography or a chronological
account of Ranciere's career. Instead, it offers a thematic exploration
of Ranciere's key concepts, contextualizing them within the broader
landscape of contemporary political discourse. The book expertly
navigates the intricacies of Ranciére's thought, making it accessible
to readers unfamiliar with his earlier works like *The Ignorant
Schoolmaster* or *Disagreement*. Oliver achieves this through clear
explanations and insightful analyses, offering a compelling narrative
that both introduces and critically engages with Ranciere's ideas.

The book's strength lies in its ability to connect Ranciere's theoretical
framework to real-world political struggles. Oliver adeptly
demonstrates how Ranciére's concepts - such as the "politics of
aesthetics," the "distribution of the sensible," and the importance of
"dissensus" - illuminate contemporary social and political
movements. This isn't just an abstract intellectual exercise; rather,
Oliver grounds Ranciere's theories in practical examples,
demonstrating their relevance for understanding political activism,
artistic practice, and educational reform. This direct application of
theory to practice is one of the book’s most significant contributions.

### Key Concepts Explored in *Ranciere Now*

Oliver’'s book masterfully unpacks several crucial Ranciérian
concepts:

» The Politics of Aesthetics: Ranciere argues that aesthetics
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isn't merely a matter of taste or individual preference. Instead,
it's deeply intertwined with the political distribution of the
sensible - how we perceive and understand the world. Oliver
explores how aesthetic practices can challenge dominant
power structures and create new forms of political subjectivity.

e The Distribution of the Sensible: This pivotal concept
describes the ways in which society organizes sensory
experience, allocating visibility and audibility to certain groups
while silencing others. Oliver analyzes how this distribution
shapes our understanding of the political and social order,
highlighting the ways in which it can be contested and
reconfigured.

* Dissensus: Unlike consensus, which implies agreement and
social harmony, dissensus represents the irreducible conflict
and disagreement inherent in any political community. Oliver
shows how Ranciere views dissensus not as a threat to social
order but as the very condition of possibility for political
transformation.

The Value of *Ranciere Now* for
Students and Scholars

*Ranciere Now* serves as an exceptional resource for students and
scholars alike. Its accessibility makes it ideal for undergraduate
courses on political theory, contemporary philosophy, and critical
pedagogy. The book's clear writing style and insightful analyses
make complex ideas digestible, even for those new to Ranciere's
work. Moreover, the book's engagement with current events and
social movements provides a compelling framework for
understanding contemporary political challenges.

For scholars, *Ranciere Now* offers a valuable overview of Ranciere's
major contributions and provides a solid foundation for further
research. Oliver's insightful interpretations and critical engagement
with Ranciére's work stimulate further discussion and analysis,
prompting new avenues of inquiry within the field of political
philosophy.

*Ranciere Now*'s Impact on Critical
Pedagogy and Activism

The implications of Ranciere's work, as presented by Oliver, extend
far beyond the academic realm. *Ranciere Now* has significantly
impacted the field of critical pedagogy, influencing educators to
rethink the role of education in fostering critical consciousness and
empowering marginalized communities. By challenging the
traditional hierarchical structures of education, Ranciere's ideas, as
articulated by Oliver, encourage educators to create more
democratic and participatory learning environments.

Furthermore, *Ranciere Now* provides a valuable theoretical
framework for analyzing and understanding contemporary political
activism. The book's emphasis on dissensus, the distribution of the
sensible, and the politics of aesthetics offers powerful tools for
interpreting and evaluating social movements, highlighting their
strategies and their impact on the political landscape. The book
demonstrates how seemingly marginal acts of resistance can
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profoundly challenge established power structures.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of
*Ranciere Now*

Davis Oliver's *Ranciere Now* remains a crucial text for
understanding the work of Jacques Ranciere and its enduring
relevance to contemporary political and social issues. The book's
accessibility, insightful analyses, and engagement with real-world
examples make it an invaluable resource for both students and
scholars. By connecting Ranciere's complex theoretical framework to
practical examples of political activism and educational reform,
Oliver successfully demonstrates the profound implications of
Ranciere's thought for shaping a more just and equitable society. The
book continues to inspire critical reflection and action, pushing the
boundaries of political theory and shaping new approaches to
education and social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: Who is Jacques Ranciere, and why is his work important?

Al: Jacques Ranciere (1940-2017) was a highly influential French
philosopher known for his work on politics, aesthetics, and education.
His work challenges traditional notions of power, politics, and social
order. His concepts, such as the "distribution of the sensible" and
"dissensus," provide powerful tools for understanding how power
operates and how social change can be achieved. His importance
stems from his ability to connect seemingly disparate fields -
philosophy, politics, art, and education - providing a comprehensive
framework for understanding the interplay between power,
knowledge, and experience.

Q2: What is the "distribution of the sensible"?

A2: The "distribution of the sensible" is a central concept in
Ranciere's work. It refers to the ways in which society organizes
sensory experience, determining what is visible, audible, and
sayable, and who has the power to determine these things. It's about
who gets to see, hear, and speak, and who is excluded or silenced.
This distribution isn't neutral; it's fundamentally political, reflecting
and reinforcing existing power structures.

Q3: What is the significance of "dissensus" in Rancieére's
thought?

A3: Ranciere contrasts "consensus" with "dissensus." Consensus
implies agreement and social harmony, while dissensus represents
the irreducible conflict and disagreement inherent in any political
community. Ranciere argues that dissensus is not a pathology to be
overcome but the very condition of possibility for political
transformation. It's through disagreement and conflict that new
possibilities for political action and social change emerge.

Q4: How does Oliver's book make Ranciere's work more
accessible?

A4: Oliver's *Ranciere Now* is successful in making Ranciere's
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complex ideas accessible to a wider audience because of its clear
writing style, well-structured arguments, and use of relevant
examples. It avoids overly technical language, instead opting for a
more conversational and engaging tone, making it suitable for
readers without a background in philosophy.

Q5: What are some practical applications of Ranciere's ideas?

A5: Ranciere's ideas have practical applications in education,
activism, and art. In education, they challenge traditional
pedagogical hierarchies and advocate for more participatory and
democratic learning environments. In activism, they highlight the
importance of challenging the "distribution of the sensible" and
creating spaces for marginalized voices to be heard. In art, they
inspire the creation of works that challenge dominant aesthetic
norms and provoke political reflection.

Q6: How does *Ranciere Now* contribute to the field of
political philosophy?

A6: *Ranciere Now* provides a valuable synthesis and interpretation
of Ranciere's complex ideas, making his work more accessible to a
wider audience and stimulating further research. It situates Ranciere
within the broader context of contemporary political theory,
highlighting his unique contributions and challenging dominant
paradigms. The book's engagement with current events further
strengthens its impact on the field.

Q7: Is *Ranciere Now* suitable for beginners?

A7: Yes, *Ranciere Now* is exceptionally well-suited for beginners.
Oliver’s clear writing style and accessible explanations make even
the most complex of Ranciere’s ideas understandable. The book acts
as a valuable introduction to Ranciere's work and his overall
philosophical project.

Q8: Where can | purchase *Ranciere Now*?

A8: You can purchase *Ranciere Now: Dissenting Politics in a New
Century* by Davis Oliver (2013, 1st edition) from major online
booksellers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and others, as well as
through academic book suppliers. You may also find used copies at
lower prices.

Navigating the Labyrinth of Politics: A
Deep Dive into Oliver Davis's "Ranciere
Now"

Jacques Ranciere's intricate thought has fascinated and confounded
scholars for decades. His extensive output, spanning aesthetics,
politics, and education, often provides a demanding read, even for
seasoned intellectuals. This is where Oliver Davis's 2013 paperback,
"Ranciere Now," shows invaluable. This book isn't merely a digest; it
serves as a thorough map navigating the occasionally obscure waters
of Ranciere's ideas. Davis's work offers a clear introduction, allowing
Ranciére's work comprehensible to a larger readership.

The book's power lies in its ability to synthesize the core of
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Ranciere's stances without oversimplifying their sophistication. Davis
expertly follows the development of Ranciere's philosophy,
underlining key themes like the politics of aesthetics, the concept of
the "part of no part," and the essential role of dissent in liberal
governance.

One of the book's most valuable achievements is its clarification of
Ranciere's assessment of traditional governmental theory. Davis
explains how Ranciere questions the dominant accounts that
characterize the link between the subjected and the dominant class.
Ranciere maintains that genuine politics doesn't reside in the formal
structures of control, but rather in the potential of the excluded to
challenge these structures and redefine the governmental landscape.

The idea of the "part of no part" is key to Ranciere's structure. Davis
adeptly illuminates how this concept refers to those populations who
are excluded from the institutional portrayal of the governmental
order. These communities, though seemingly powerless, possess the
potential to undermine the current authority arrangement by voicing
their demands and requesting a reconsideration of political
arrangements.

Davis also adeptly connects Ranciere's ideas to contemporary
administrative happenings and actions. This makes the work highly
pertinent to contemporary readers, demonstrating the persistent
relevance of Ranciere's writings. He examines how Ranciere's notions
can be applied to understand phenomena like public protests,
creative expression, and even the virtual domain.

The style of "Ranciere Now" is lucid, making even intricate
arguments comprehensible for students with varying degrees of
acquaintance with Ranciere's writings. Davis shuns jargon and gives
beneficial examples throughout the publication to enhance the
reader’s grasp.

In conclusion, "Ranciere Now" is an crucial resource for anyone
seeking to interact with the challenging but fulfilling domain of
Jacques Ranciere’s thinking. Davis's lucid exposition makes
Ranciére’s writings accessible to a wider public and offers a strong
basis for further exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners to Ranciere's work?

Al: Absolutely. Davis's writing style is specifically designed to be
accessible to beginners, making complex ideas understandable
without oversimplification.

Q2: What are the key takeaways from the book?

A2: The book highlights Ranciere's critique of traditional political
theory, explains his concept of the "part of no part," and
demonstrates the enduring relevance of his ideas to contemporary
political and social issues.

Q3: Does the book offer practical applications of Ranciere's
theories?

A3: Yes, the book shows how Ranciere's ideas can be applied to
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understanding contemporary social movements, artistic expressions,
and the digital sphere.

Q4: How does this book compare to other introductions to
Ranciere?

A4: While other introductory texts exist, "Ranciere Now" distinguishes
itself through its clear and concise writing style, its focus on
contemporary relevance, and its successful synthesis of Ranciére's
multifaceted work.
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