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Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program:
A Retrospective Review

The GRE, a crucial gateway to graduate programs worldwide, demanded rigorous
preparation. For many aspiring graduate students in 2009, the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009
Comprehensive Program served as their chosen weapon in this academic battle. This in-
depth review examines this now-vintage prep program, exploring its strengths and
weaknesses in light of today's GRE landscape. We'll delve into the program's features,
addressing key aspects like its Kaplan GRE practice tests, its approach to GRE verbal
reasoning, and its overall effectiveness compared to modern options. Understanding the
past informs the present, making this retrospective both informative and relevant for
anyone considering test preparation strategies.

The Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program: An
Overview

The 2009 Kaplan GRE Comprehensive Program, like its successors, aimed to provide a
holistic approach to GRE preparation. It likely included a combination of study
materials, classroom instruction (depending on the purchased package), and access to
diagnostic and practice tests. The core components likely focused on the three main
sections of the GRE: Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and Analytical Writing.
While specific details of the 2009 program's exact content are scarce online, we can
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extrapolate from subsequent versions and general knowledge of GRE preparation
strategies during that time.

Key Features and Benefits of the 2009 Program

The Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program likely offered several benefits to its
users. Based on the general features of Kaplan's GRE prep programs, we can assume the
following:

e Structured Study Plan: Kaplan programs traditionally provide a structured study
schedule, breaking down the preparation into manageable chunks. This helped
students pace themselves and avoid feeling overwhelmed.

e Comprehensive Content Coverage: The program likely covered all aspects of the GRE,
including vocabulary building, grammar rules, mathematical concepts, and essay-
writing strategies. This comprehensive nature was a key selling point.

e Diagnostic and Practice Tests: Access to practice tests is crucial for effective
GRE preparation. The program almost certainly included numerous practice tests,
allowing students to assess their progress and identify areas for improvement.
These Kaplan GRE practice tests were likely a major component of the overall
value.

» Expert Instruction (potentially): Depending on the purchased package, the program
might have included classroom instruction or online tutoring, providing valuable
feedback and guidance from experienced educators. This personal touch was highly
valued by many students.

* Focus on GRE Verbal Reasoning: Given the emphasis on vocabulary and reading
comprehension in the GRE, a strong component of the program likely focused on
improving GRE verbal reasoning skills. This frequently involves extensive
vocabulary 1lists and practice with reading passages and questions.
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Usage and Effectiveness: A Retrospective Analysis

Assessing the effectiveness of the 2009 Kaplan GRE program requires considering the
context. While the core principles of GRE preparation remain largely unchanged, the
specifics of the test itself may have evolved slightly over the years. The program's
success likely depended on several factors:

e Student's Prior Knowledge and Skills: A student with a strong academic background
would naturally benefit more from the program than someone starting with less
preparation.

e Dedication and Study Habits: The program's effectiveness ultimately relied on the
student's commitment to following the study plan and actively engaging with the
materials. Consistency was key.

» Access to Additional Resources: Many students supplement their prep programs with
additional resources, such as flashcards, online forums, and other study
materials. These supplements could enhance the program's effectiveness.

Comparing the 2009 Program to Modern Options

Modern GRE preparation options offer many advantages over the 2009 Kaplan program. They
often incorporate adaptive learning technology, providing personalized feedback and
customized study plans. Online resources and digital platforms are much more advanced
now, offering greater flexibility and accessibility. However, the core principles of
thorough study, consistent practice, and targeted skill development remain essential
regardless of the preparation method.

Conclusion

The Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program represented a significant investment in
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time and resources for aspiring graduate students. While the specific features of the
program are now somewhat obscure, it likely offered a comprehensive and structured
approach to GRE preparation, drawing on the established strengths of the Kaplan brand.
While modern options may offer more technologically advanced features, the fundamental
principles of effective GRE preparation-diligent study, consistent practice, and
focused skill development—remained unchanged. Understanding the history of such
programs allows prospective students to appreciate the evolution of GRE preparation
strategies and choose the best approach for their unique needs.

FAQ

Ql: Where can I find the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program materials today?

Al: Finding the exact 2009 materials is highly unlikely. Kaplan updates its programs
regularly, so older editions are usually discontinued. You might find some secondhand
copies on online marketplaces, but their completeness and relevance are questionable.

Q2: Are the 2009 Kaplan GRE practice tests still useful?

A2: While the specific questions might be outdated, the general structure and question
types are likely similar. Using them for practice might help with familiarizing
yourself with the GRE format, but don't rely on them solely for accurate score
predictions.

Q3: How did the 2009 program address Analytical Writing?

A3: The Analytical Writing section likely involved essay templates, practice prompts,
and feedback mechanisms (potentially through scoring rubrics or example essays). The
focus was likely on improving argument construction, organization, and clarity.

Q4: What were the major strengths of the Kaplan GRE 2009 program?
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A4: The program's strengths probably lay in its structured approach, comprehensive
content coverage, and access to practice tests. A structured study plan and ample
practice materials were valuable assets for many students.

Q5: What were some potential weaknesses of the 2009 program?

A5: Compared to modern options, the 2009 program likely lacked the technological
advancements of adaptive learning and personalized feedback. The lack of readily
available online resources may have been a drawback as well.

Q6: Is it worth searching for the old program materials?

A6: Unless you're a GRE preparation historian, it's unlikely to be worthwhile. Modern
GRE prep resources offer superior features and better alignment with the current test
format.

Q7: Did the 2009 Kaplan program offer online resources?

A7: While the extent of online resources is uncertain, some level of online access was
probably included. This might have involved online practice tests or supplementary
materials. However, it likely wasn't as comprehensive as today's online platforms.

Q8: What is the best approach to GRE preparation today?

A8: The best approach combines a structured study plan, regular practice with official
ETS materials, and targeted skill development in areas of weakness. Consider using
reputable prep companies, utilizing online resources, and seeking feedback from others.

Deconstructing the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive
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Program: A Retrospective

The era 2009 marked a significant point in the development of GRE coaching. Kaplan, a
renowned name in test prep, offered its extensive GRE program, aiming to provide
aspiring graduate students with the tools needed to conquer on this challenging exam.
This article delves into the intricacies of the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive
Program, exploring its strengths and limitations from a retrospective viewpoint. We'll
examine its organization, curriculum, and ultimately, its effectiveness in assisting
students achieve their intended scores.

The program's foundation was a comprehensive strategy that merged various parts. First
and foremost was the extensive array of exercise tools. This included numerous mock
exams, mirroring the genuine GRE in both structure and difficulty. These assessments
weren't merely assessments of comprehension; they served as essential evaluative tools,
identifying areas where students needed additional focus.

Beyond the simulated assessments, the program offered thorough explanations of
responses. This wasn't just a simple "correct answer" — it contained in-depth reasoning
and methods for tackling issues. This element proved invaluable for students to
comprehend not just the accurate answer, but the underlying principles behind it,
leading to improved critical-thinking abilities.

Another significant feature of the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program was its
concentration on tailored learning. Different from some generic courses, Kaplan
understood the variability of study habits among students. The program gave various
tools to address these variations, ensuring a more productive learning process.

However, the program wasn't without its drawbacks. One potential issue was the sheer
amount of content. While comprehensive, the wealth of information could be overwhelming
for some students, requiring significant self-discipline and time management
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capacities.

Furthermore, the efficacy of the program likely rested heavily on the unique student's
resolve and study habits. While the tools provided were superior, they were only as
useful as the effort put in by the student.

In closing, the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program offered a robust and
thorough approach to GRE preparation. Its blend of mock exams, in-depth analyses, and
focus on personalized instruction made it a useful asset for many students. However,
the vast amount of material and the dependence on individual effort were potential
drawbacks. Ultimately, its success was a function of both the program's superiority and
the student's commitment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: Was the 2009 Kaplan GRE program significantly different from later versions?

A: While the core principles remained consistent, subsequent versions likely
incorporated updated content to reflect changes in the GRE exam itself, and potentially
improved online resources and adaptive learning technologies.

2. Q: Did the program include instruction on all three sections of the GRE (Verbal,
Quantitative, and Analytical Writing)?

A: Yes, a comprehensive GRE preparation program would necessarily cover all three
sections, offering dedicated study materials and practice for each.

3. Q: What was the general cost of the Kaplan GRE Exam 2009 Comprehensive Program?

A: The exact cost would vary depending on the specific package chosen (e.g., online vs.
in-person courses) and any additional services included. Pricing details would be
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unavailable without access to archived Kaplan materials from 2009.
4. Q: Is the 2009 Kaplan program still relevant today?

A: No, the 2009 materials are outdated. The GRE has evolved since then, and using
outdated materials would be ineffective and possibly misleading. Current GRE prep
resources from Kaplan or other reputable providers should be used.
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