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Rewarding Career

Aspiring quantity surveyors often find themselves
researching the best routes to enter this dynamic
and rewarding profession. A crucial stepping
stone for many is the RICS Quantity Surveying
Foundation Course, a qualification that provides
a solid base for a successful career. This
comprehensive guide delves into what this course
entails, its benefits, and how it can help you
launch your journey in the world of construction
cost management. We'll explore the course
structure, career prospects, and answer
frequently asked questions to help you make an



informed decision. Key aspects we’ll cover include
RICS accredited courses, quantity surveying
qualifications, construction cost
management, and career pathways in quantity
surveying.

Understanding the RICS
Quantity Surveying
Foundation Course

The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
(RICS) is a globally recognized professional body
setting the standards for land, property, and
construction professionals. Their foundation
course in quantity surveying provides a
comprehensive introduction to the principles and
practices of the profession. This isn't just a
theoretical course; it's designed to equip you with
practical skills directly applicable to real-world
scenarios. You'll gain a foundational
understanding of areas like:

e Measurement and Valuation: Learning
different methods for accurately measuring
building works and assessing their value.
This includes mastering various software
packages commonly used in the industry.

e Cost Planning and Control: Developing
skills in budgeting, forecasting, and
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controlling costs throughout the
construction lifecycle. This section often
involves case studies and practical exercises
to cement understanding.

¢ Contract Administration: Understanding
different contract types, their implications,
and the processes involved in administering
construction contracts. This is crucial for
effective project management.

e Building Technology and Construction
Processes: Gaining a comprehensive
understanding of construction methods,
materials, and the technologies
underpinning modern building practices.
This ensures you can communicate
effectively with other construction
professionals.

e Legal and Professional Practice:
Understanding relevant legislation,
professional ethics, and best practices
within the quantity surveying profession.
This is vital for maintaining professional
standards and avoiding legal pitfalls.

Benefits of Pursuing a RICS
Quantity Surveying
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Foundation Course

Choosing the RICS Quantity Surveying
Foundation Course offers numerous advantages in
your career aspirations. These advantages extend
beyond just the qualification itself:

¢ Globally Recognized Qualification: A
RICS qualification carries significant weight
worldwide, opening doors to opportunities
beyond your home country. This enhances
your employability on a global scale.

e Strong Foundation for Further Study:
This course provides a solid base for
progressing to further qualifications, such
as a degree in quantity surveying or a
postgraduate qualification. This structured
progression pathway allows for career
advancement.

¢ Practical Skills Development: The course
isn't solely theoretical; it focuses on
developing practical, industry-relevant skills
that employers value. This hands-on
approach ensures you're job-ready upon
graduation.

e Networking Opportunities: The course
often provides opportunities to network with
industry professionals and fellow students,
building valuable connections for your
future career. These relationships can lead
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to mentoring opportunities and potential job
placements.

e Improved Employability: Graduates of
RICS accredited courses are highly sought
after by employers in the construction
industry, giving you a significant advantage
in the job market. Your skills will be in
demand across diverse project types.

Career Pathways After
Completing the RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course

The opportunities available after completing this
foundation course are vast and varied. Depending
on your ambitions and further studies, you could
pursue roles such as:

¢ Assistant Quantity Surveyor: A common
entry-level position allowing you to gain
practical experience and work alongside
experienced professionals.

¢ Quantity Surveyor: With further
qualifications and experience, you can
progress to a fully qualified quantity
surveyor, managing costs on larger and
more complex projects.

e Senior Quantity Surveyor: This role
involves leadership responsibilities,
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overseeing teams and managing significant
budgets.

e Cost Manager: Specializing in cost
planning and control, working on large-
scale infrastructure or building projects.

e Project Manager: Your skills in cost
management and contract administration
can pave the way for project management
roles.

Choosing the Right RICS
Accredited Quantity Surveying
Course

With numerous providers offering RICS
accredited quantity surveying courses, it's crucial
to research and select a program that aligns with
your learning style and career goals. Consider
factors like:

e Course Structure: Look for a course
structure that combines theoretical learning
with practical application, including case
studies and real-world projects.

e Teaching Staff: Ensure the teaching staff
have significant industry experience and
can provide valuable insights and
mentorship.

e Industry Links: A course with strong
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industry links can provide access to
networking opportunities, internships, and
potential job placements.

¢ Accreditation: Confirm the course is fully
accredited by the RICS, ensuring your
qualification is globally recognized.

Conclusion

The RICS Quantity Surveying Foundation Course
offers a strong foundation for a successful career
in a dynamic and ever-evolving industry. By
providing a blend of theoretical knowledge and
practical skills, this course equips aspiring
professionals with the tools they need to excel in
the field of construction cost management. With
diligent study and a proactive approach,
graduates can look forward to a rewarding career
with abundant opportunities for professional
growth and advancement within the construction
industry. Choosing this pathway provides access
to excellent quantity surveying qualifications
leading to a fulfilling career in construction cost
management.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

Q1: What are the entry requirements for the
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RICS Quantity Surveying Foundation Course?

Al: Entry requirements vary depending on the
provider. Generally, you'll need a minimum of five
GCSEs (or equivalent), including mathematics and
English language. Some providers may require A-
levels or equivalent qualifications. It is best to
check the specific entry requirements with the
educational institution offering the course.

Q2: How long does the RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course take to
complete?

A2: The duration of the course varies depending
on the provider and whether it's a full-time or
part-time program. Full-time courses typically
take one year to complete, while part-time
courses may take two years or longer.

Q3: Is the RICS Quantity Surveying
Foundation Course suitable for career
changers?

A3: Yes, the course is suitable for career changers
with a demonstrable interest and aptitude for the
subject. A strong mathematical background and
an understanding of the construction industry are
beneficial. Many institutions offer support and
guidance for career changers.
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Q4: What kind of career prospects can I
expect after completing the course?

A4: The course opens doors to various roles within
the construction industry, including assistant
quantity surveyor, quantity surveyor, cost
manager, and even project management roles
with further training and experience. Your career
path will depend on your ambition, further
qualifications, and specialization within the field.

Q5: Is the RICS qualification internationally
recognized?

A5: Yes, RICS is a globally recognized
professional body, making its qualifications highly
valued internationally. This enhances
employability in various countries around the
world.

Q6: What is the cost of a RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course?

AG6: The cost varies significantly depending on the
institution and whether it's a full-time or part-time
course. It's best to contact individual providers for
accurate pricing information.

Q7: What software will I learn to use on the
course?
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A7: The specific software used varies by provider,
but you can expect to learn to use industry-
standard software relevant to quantity surveying
and cost management such as estimating and
measurement software, potentially including
packages like Asta Powerproject or other similar
project management tools.

Q8: Are there any scholarships or funding
opportunities available for the course?

A8: Many institutions offering RICS-accredited
courses may have scholarships or funding
opportunities available. Contact the educational
institution directly to inquire about any potential
funding support.

Navigating the Path to
Professionalism: A Deep Dive
into the RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course

Embarking on a vocation in building can be both
stimulating and demanding . For those drawn to
the meticulous world of cost control , a solid
foundation is essential . This is where the RICS
(Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors)
Quantity Surveying Foundation Course steps in,
delivering a comprehensive entry point into this
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lucrative field. This article will explore the
course's content, benefits , and tangible
applications, helping you evaluate if it's the
perfect path for your aspirations .

The RICS Quantity Surveying Foundation Course
isn't just a collection of lectures ; it's a organized
program crafted to arm students with the
fundamental skills needed to thrive in the ever-
changing world of quantity surveying. The course
commonly covers a comprehensive array of topics
, including:

¢ Measurement and Estimation: This unit
centers on the accurate quantification of
volumes of components required for
construction projects . Students learn
various approaches for determining
quantities from drawings , utilizing
programs like AutoCAD and other
appropriate utilities. Practical assignments
reinforce understanding.

¢ Cost Planning and Control: This vital
aspect includes formulating precise cost
predictions at different stages of a venture's
lifecycle . Students learn to control
expenses, identify potential cost overruns,
and implement techniques for reduction .

e Tendering and Procurement: The method
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of selecting suppliers is meticulously
examined. Students acquire an
understanding of tendering documents ,
agreement aspects , and the relevance of
fair tendering.

Building Regulations and Legal
Frameworks: Navigating the complex
regulatory landscape is imperative for any
quantity surveyor. This unit provides a
thorough comprehension of building
regulations , legal frameworks , and other
pertinent legislation .

Software and Technology: Proficiency in
specialized software is essential . The
course integrates tuition in numerous
applications used by practitioners in the
field. This ensures graduates are prepared
for immediate work .

The applied character of the RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course is one of its most
significant advantages . Throughout the course,
students participate in many tasks that replicate
practical contexts. This immersive method allows
them to apply their understanding in a substantial
way, developing their self-assurance and critical
thinking aptitudes.

Beyond the theoretical components, the RICS
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Quantity Surveying Foundation Course also
cultivates the growth of crucial interpersonal
skills . These include effective communication ,
ethics, and leadership capabilities . These skills
are highly valued by employers and are essential
to achievement in the industry.

In summary , the RICS Quantity Surveying
Foundation Course presents a strong foundation
for a fulfilling career in quantity surveying. Its
thorough program, hands-on approach , and focus
on both technical and soft skills ready graduates
for the requirements and opportunities of this
rewarding field. The course acts as a springboard
for advanced learning and professional
progression .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What are the entry requirements for the
RICS Quantity Surveying Foundation Course?
Entry requirements vary marginally depending
the provider , but generally necessitate a relevant
high school diploma and a demonstrated passion
in engineering.

2. How long does the RICS Quantity
Surveying Foundation Course take to
complete? The timeframe of the course typically
ranges from one semesters, depending the style of
study (full-time or part-time).
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3. What are the career prospects after
completing the course? Graduates of the RICS
Quantity Surveying Foundation Course have a
broad array of job possibilities within the building
industry , from assistant quantity surveyor roles
to advanced positions. The course also serves as a
stepping stone to further education and
professional qualifications.

4. Is the course recognized internationally?
The RICS is a internationally recognized
vocational organization , so the qualification
obtained from its accredited courses is often
recognized internationally, although specific
requirements may change depending the locale.
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