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Springfield Model
56 Manual: A
Comprehensive

Guide

Finding a comprehensive Springfield
Model 56 manual can be challenging, but
understanding this classic firearm's
intricacies is crucial for safe and effective
use. This guide delves into the Springfield
Model 56, exploring its features, operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting, aiming
to provide you with all the information
needed for confident handling. We’ll cover
topics such as Springfield Model 56
parts, Springfield Model 56
disassembly, and the overall Springfield
Model 56 operation.
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Understanding the
Springfield Model 56: A
Brief History

The Springfield Model 56, a .22 caliber
semi-automatic rifle, holds a unique place
in firearm history. Produced by the Savage
Arms Company under contract for
Springfield Armory, this rifle offered a
reliable and affordable platform for target
shooting, small game hunting, and
plinking. While not as widely known as
some other .22 rifles, its robust
construction and simple design have
garnered a dedicated following among
collectors and shooters. Understanding the
rifle's history is crucial to appreciating its
design philosophy, which heavily
influenced its current market position and
the demand for a readily available
Springfield Model 56 manual.

Key Features and
Specifications of the
Springfield Model 56

The Springfield Model 56 boasts several

Springfield Model 56 Manual



Springfield Model 56 Manual

notable features. Its tubular magazine,
commonly found in many .22 rifles, offers a
high capacity for extended shooting
sessions. This design choice also simplifies
reloading. The rifle’s relatively lightweight
construction enhances maneuverability
and reduces fatigue during prolonged use.

e Caliber: .22 Long Rifle

e Action: Semi-automatic

e Magazine Capacity: Typically 15
rounds

e Sights: Adjustable rear sight, bead
front sight

e Stock: Typically hardwood, offering
a comfortable grip.

These features, combined with its
generally reliable operation, contribute to
the rifle's enduring appeal. However,
locating a Springfield Model 56 parts
list can sometimes prove difficult,
highlighting the importance of careful
maintenance and storage.

Safe and Proper
Operation of the
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Springfield Model 56: A
Step-by-Step Guide

Safe firearm handling is paramount. Before
even attempting to operate your
Springfield Model 56, ensure you are
familiar with basic firearm safety rules.
Always treat every firearm as if it were
loaded, keep your finger off the trigger
until ready to shoot, and be sure of your
target and what lies beyond it. A detailed
Springfield Model 56 operation guide, if
available, should be consulted before
attempting any use.

The following steps outline the basic
operation:

1. Check the firearm is unloaded.
Visually inspect the chamber and
magazine.

2. Load the magazine. Insert the
cartridges into the magazine, ensuring
they are properly seated.

3. Insert the magazine. Push the
magazine firmly into the magazine well.

4. Engage the safety. Ensure the safety is
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engaged.

5. Raise the rifle to a firing position.
Maintain a firm grip.

6. Aim carefully at your target. Align
your sights correctly.

7. Disengage the safety. Only do this
when you are ready to fire.

8. Squeeze the trigger slowly and
smoothly. Avoid jerking the trigger.

9. After firing, re-engage the safety.

10. Unload the firearm. Remove the
magazine and visually check the chamber
again to ensure it is empty.

Maintenance and
Troubleshooting the
Springfield Model 56
Regular maintenance is essential for the
longevity and reliability of any firearm,

including the Springfield Model 56. This
involves:

e Regular cleaning: After each
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shooting session, clean the barrel
and action to remove residue. Use a
suitable cleaning kit and lubricant.

e Lubrication: Proper lubrication
minimizes wear and friction. Apply a
high-quality gun oil to moving parts.

e Inspection: Regularly inspect for
any signs of damage or wear.
Address any issues promptly.

Troubleshooting common problems might
involve examining the magazine for
obstructions, ensuring the action cycles
smoothly, and verifying that the
ammunition is appropriate for the firearm.
Detailed troubleshooting information may
be found in a comprehensive Springfield
Model 56 manual. If you encounter
persistent problems, consult a qualified
gunsmith.

Conclusion: Preserving
the Legacy of the
Springfield Model 56

The Springfield Model 56, despite its age,
remains a reliable and enjoyable .22
caliber rifle. By understanding its features,
operating procedures, and maintenance
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requirements, you can ensure many years
of safe and enjoyable shooting. While
locating a complete Springfield Model 56
manual may be difficult, this guide
provides a solid foundation for safe and
proper usage. Remember to always
prioritize firearm safety and handle your
firearm responsibly.

FAQ: Frequently Asked
Questions about the
Springfield Model 56

Q1: Where can I find a Springfield
Model 56 manual?

Al: Original manuals are rare. Online
forums dedicated to firearms, gun collector
groups, and auction sites specializing in
vintage firearms might provide leads.
However, much of the necessary
information can be gleaned from general
.22 rifle maintenance and operation
guides.

Q2: What type of ammunition is
suitable for the Springfield Model 56?

A2: The Springfield Model 56 is chambered
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for .22 Long Rifle ammunition only. Do not
use any other caliber of ammunition.

Q3: How do I disassemble the
Springfield Model 56 for cleaning?

A3: Disassembly procedures vary
depending on the specific model and year
of manufacture. Always consult a qualified
gunsmith if you are unsure how to
disassemble your firearm. Attempting to
disassemble it improperly can cause
damage.

Q4: What are common problems
encountered with the Springfield
Model 56?

A4: Common issues may include magazine
malfunctions, feeding problems, and
failure to eject spent cartridges. These
often stem from poor maintenance,
damaged parts, or use of inappropriate
ammunition.

Q5: Are spare parts readily available
for the Springfield Model 562

A5: Finding spare parts can be challenging
due to the rifle's age and production

history. Online forums and gunsmiths
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specializing in vintage firearms may be
helpful resources.

Q6: Is the Springfield Model 56 a good
choice for beginners?

A6: The Springfield Model 56’s simple
design and .22 caliber make it relatively
easy to handle. However, proper training
and understanding of firearm safety are
crucial for all users, regardless of
experience.

Q7: What is the approximate value of a
Springfield Model 56?

A7: The value of a Springfield Model 56
varies considerably depending on its
condition, completeness, and any unique
features. Checking online auction sites and
gun appraisal resources can provide a
general estimate.

Q8: Can I use high-velocity
ammunition in my Springfield Model
56?

A8: While it might function with high-
velocity ammunition, it is not
recommended. High-velocity rounds can
increase wear on the firearm and
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potentially cause damage over time. Stick
to standard-velocity .22 LR ammunition for
optimal performance and longevity.

Decoding the Secrets: A
Deep Dive into the
Springfield Model 56
Manual

The enigmatic Springfield Model 56
weapon has captured the interest of
enthusiasts for generations. Its prestige is
built on robustness and dependability,
making it a favorite for marksmen.
However, comprehending its true
capabilities requires a thorough knowledge
of the accompanying Springfield Model 56
manual. This handbook isn't just a
collection of guidance; it's the key to safe
and successful operation.

This article will explore the Springfield
Model 56 manual in detail, emphasizing its
critical elements and providing useful
advice for operators of all proficiency
levels. We will break down the manual's
data, illustrating how its guidance
translate to hands-on application.
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Section 1: Safety First - The
Cornerstone of the Manual

The Springfield Model 56 manual,
justifiably so, prioritizes safety. Ahead of
even thinking about using the rifle, the
manual thoroughly explains essential
safety guidelines. This encompasses topics
such as secure storage, bullet handling,
and safe cleaning procedures. The manual
uses unambiguous language and detailed
diagrams to confirm comprehension.
Disregarding these safety precautions can
have serious outcomes.

Section 2: Assembly and Disassembly:
A Step-by-Step Guide

The manual gives comprehensive
instructions for putting together and
disassembling the Springfield Model 56.
These instructions are vital for
maintenance and safekeeping. The
diagrams are exceptionally helpful in
understanding the procedure. Acquiring
these skills is vital for competent operation
of the rifle.

Section 3: Operation and Function:
Understanding the Mechanics
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Beyond the basics, the Springfield Model
56 manual delves into the operational
features of the weapon. It explains the
operation of the mechanism, the firing
mechanism, and other essential parts. It
also discusses different types of cartridges
and their compatibility with the firearm.
This understanding is key to exact aim.

Section 4: Maintenance and Cleaning:
Prolonging the Life of Your Rifle

Appropriate upkeep is essential to the
durability of any firearm, and the
Springfield Model 56 is no variation. The
manual details a thorough servicing
routine, stressing the significance of
regular review and maintenance. It
provides suggestions on the kinds of
cleaning products to use and alerts against
incorrect methods.

Section 5: Troubleshooting: Identifying
and Solving Common Problems

The Springfield Model 56 manual also
includes a problem-solving part. This
section assists operators in identifying and
fixing frequent problems. This is extremely
helpful for maintaining the rifle's
performance.
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Conclusion:

The Springfield Model 56 manual is more
than just a collection of instructions; it's a
thorough resource that enables users to
securely and successfully handle their
firearm. By carefully reviewing and
observing its instructions, shooters can
optimize their experience and confirm the
durability of their cherished firearm.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Where can I find a Springfield
Model 56 manual?

A: You can often find a digital copy online
through Springfield's website or various
gun enthusiast forums. Check reputable
sources to avoid misinformation. Physical
copies may be available from gun shops or
through online retailers specializing in
firearm accessories.

2. Q: Is it necessary to completely
disassemble the rifle for cleaning?

A: The manual will specify the
recommended cleaning procedure. While a
complete disassembly might be
recommended periodically, for routine
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cleaning, a partial disassembly may suffice.
Always follow the manual's instructions.

3. Q: What type of ammunition should I
use with my Springfield Model 562

A: The manual will clearly state the
recommended ammunition types and
calibers. Using incorrect ammunition can
be dangerous and can damage the firearm.

4. Q: What should I do if I encounter a
malfunction?

A: First, ensure the firearm is unloaded
and safe. Then, consult the troubleshooting
section of your manual. If the problem
persists, seek assistance from a qualified
gunsmith.

5. Q: Can I modify my Springfield
Model 56?

A: Modifications should only be
undertaken by qualified gunsmiths and
should always be in accordance with
relevant laws and regulations. Improper
modifications can compromise the
firearm's safety and functionality. The
manual may offer guidance on authorized
modifications if any exist.
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