
Dry Cleaning And
Laundry Industry Hazard
Identification

Dry Cleaning and Laundry
Industry: Hazard
Identification and Risk
Management
The dry cleaning and laundry industry, while seemingly
mundane, presents a significant number of occupational
hazards. Understanding these risks is crucial for
ensuring worker safety, minimizing liability, and
maintaining a productive and healthy workplace. This
article delves into dry cleaning hazards, laundry
safety protocols, chemical exposure in dry cleaning,
ergonomic risks in laundry, and effective risk
management strategies within the industry.
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Introduction: Understanding the
Hidden Dangers
The bustling activity within a dry cleaning or laundry
facility often masks the potential dangers lurking within.
From exposure to harsh chemicals and the risk of
musculoskeletal injuries to fire hazards and the handling
of potentially contaminated items, the industry presents
a unique set of challenges. Proper hazard identification is
the first and most crucial step in mitigating these risks
and creating a safer working environment for employees
and minimizing environmental impact. This necessitates
a comprehensive understanding of the potential hazards
present in different aspects of the operation.

Chemical Exposure in Dry
Cleaning: A Major Concern
Dry cleaning, in particular, involves the use of potent
chemicals, primarily perchloroethylene (PERC), although
more environmentally friendly alternatives are gaining
traction. Chemical exposure in dry cleaning is a
serious concern, leading to a range of health issues, from
skin irritation and respiratory problems to long-term
effects like liver and kidney damage.

Specific Hazards: Inhalation of PERC fumes, skin
contact with solvents, and accidental ingestion are
primary concerns. Improper ventilation systems
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exacerbate these risks.
Mitigation Strategies: Implementing robust
ventilation systems, providing personal protective
equipment (PPE) such as respirators and gloves,
and adhering to strict handling procedures are
vital. Regular monitoring of air quality and
employee health checks are also crucial.
Transitioning to greener, less hazardous solvents is
a proactive step towards minimizing chemical
exposure. This aligns with the growing focus on
sustainable dry cleaning practices.

Ergonomic Risks and
Musculoskeletal Disorders (MSDs)
in Laundry Operations
The repetitive nature of many laundry tasks, such as
lifting, folding, and carrying heavy loads of wet laundry,
contributes significantly to the prevalence of ergonomic
risks in laundry. This leads to a high incidence of
musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs), including back pain,
carpal tunnel syndrome, and other repetitive strain
injuries.

Identifying Ergonomic Hazards: Analyzing
workstation design, lifting techniques, and the
weight of loads are crucial. Observe employee
movements to identify potential stress points.
Implementation of Ergonomic Solutions:
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Investing in ergonomic equipment, such as lifting
aids, adjustable work surfaces, and ergonomic
chairs, can significantly reduce the risk of MSDs.
Providing training on proper lifting techniques and
promoting regular breaks are equally important.

Fire and Electrical Hazards:
Prevention and Control
Both dry cleaning and laundry facilities present fire risks,
particularly due to the presence of flammable solvents
and the use of electrical machinery. Regular
maintenance of equipment, proper storage of flammable
materials, and a well-defined fire safety plan are
essential.

Fire Safety Protocols: This involves installing and
regularly inspecting fire extinguishers, smoke
detectors, and sprinkler systems. Employee
training on fire safety procedures and emergency
evacuation plans is also crucial.
Electrical Safety: Regular inspection and
maintenance of electrical wiring and equipment are
essential to prevent electrical hazards, including
shorts, sparks, and fires. Ensuring proper
grounding and avoiding overloaded circuits are
equally critical.
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Risk Management Strategies: A
Proactive Approach
Effective risk management is not a one-time event but an
ongoing process requiring continuous monitoring,
evaluation, and improvement. This includes conducting
regular risk assessments, implementing control
measures, providing employee training, and maintaining
comprehensive records.

Regular Risk Assessments: Regularly assess the
workplace to identify new or emerging hazards.
This assessment should include input from
employees.
Employee Training: Comprehensive training
programs covering all aspects of safety, including
the proper handling of chemicals, ergonomic
practices, and fire safety procedures, are crucial.
Emergency Response Plans: Establish clear
emergency response plans for various scenarios,
including chemical spills, fires, and medical
emergencies. Regular drills will ensure
preparedness.

Conclusion: Prioritizing Safety in
the Dry Cleaning and Laundry
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Industry
The dry cleaning and laundry industry, while vital to our
daily lives, poses inherent hazards that can significantly
impact worker health and safety. By proactively
addressing these hazards through comprehensive risk
assessment, implementation of control measures, regular
employee training, and the adoption of best practices,
businesses can create a safer and more productive
working environment. Prioritizing safety is not merely a
compliance issue; it is an investment in the well-being of
employees and the long-term sustainability of the
business. Embracing greener technologies and
promoting a safety-first culture are essential for the
future of this industry.

FAQ
Q1: What are the most common injuries in the dry
cleaning and laundry industry?

A1: The most common injuries include musculoskeletal
disorders (MSDs) like back pain and carpal tunnel
syndrome due to repetitive movements and heavy lifting.
Chemical burns and respiratory issues from solvent
exposure are also prevalent, especially in dry cleaning
operations. Cuts and abrasions from sharp objects are
also common.

Q2: Are there environmentally friendly alternatives
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to PERC in dry cleaning?

A2: Yes, several greener alternatives to PERC exist,
including hydrocarbon solvents, silicone-based solvents,
and liquid CO2. These solvents are generally less toxic
and have a lower environmental impact. However, they
may require different equipment and operating
procedures.

Q3: How often should safety inspections be
conducted in a dry cleaning or laundry facility?

A3: Regular safety inspections should be conducted at
least annually, or more frequently if deemed necessary
based on risk assessment. Frequency depends on the
type of equipment, chemicals used, and the overall risk
profile of the facility.

Q4: What is the role of employee training in hazard
prevention?

A4: Employee training is crucial. It equips workers with
the knowledge and skills to identify and avoid hazards,
handle chemicals safely, use equipment correctly, and
respond appropriately to emergencies. This includes both
initial training and regular refresher courses.

Q5: What are the legal implications of neglecting
safety in this industry?

A5: Neglecting safety can lead to significant legal
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consequences, including fines, lawsuits, and potential
business closure. Regulations vary by location, but non-
compliance often leads to severe penalties.

Q6: How can I improve the ergonomics in my
laundry facility?

A6: Implement ergonomic assessments, provide
adjustable height work surfaces, introduce mechanical
lifting aids for heavy items, encourage frequent breaks,
and provide ergonomic training to employees on safe
lifting techniques.

Q7: What kind of personal protective equipment
(PPE) should be used?

A7: PPE varies depending on the specific task. This may
include gloves (chemical resistant for dry cleaning),
respirators (for solvent exposure), safety glasses, and
protective clothing.

Q8: How can I encourage a safety-conscious culture
in my workplace?

A8: Lead by example, actively promote safety awareness
through regular meetings and training, involve
employees in safety discussions, recognize and reward
safe practices, and create an environment where
employees feel comfortable reporting hazards without
fear of retribution.
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Dry Cleaning and Laundry
Industry Hazard Identification: A
Comprehensive Overview
The sector of dry cleaning and laundry presents a special
set of problems related to personnel health. A thorough
understanding of these risks is vital for ensuring a secure
setting and conforming with pertinent laws. This article
will explore the different kinds of perils found within the
dry cleaning and laundry business, offering practical
direction for reduction.

Main Discussion: Identifying and Managing
Hazards

The dry cleaning and laundry industry exposes
employees to a broad array of likely hazards, classified
into numerous key areas:

1. Chemical Hazards: This is arguably the most
substantial type of hazard. Dry cleaning utilizes volatile
chemical materials, such as perchloroethylene (Perc),
which is a known toxin. Exposure to these substances
can cause to a spectrum of physical issues, including
breathing problems, skin inflammation, and central nerve
effects. Moreover, the management of other cleaning
agents, detergents, and bleaches can also contribute to
chemical interaction.
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2. Physical Hazards: The environment itself poses
bodily risks. Large hoisting of garments and equipment
can result in muscle sprains, back ailments, and other
bodily problems. Slips and stumbles are common,
specifically in wet areas. Sharp things can cause cuts and
lacerations. Contact to elevated sound levels from
machinery can cause to auditory loss.

3. Biological Hazards: Though less apparent than
physical hazards, biological hazards still exist.
Interaction with bodily liquids during the cleaning of
garments can transmit communicable sicknesses.
Improper treatment of soiled clothing can also lead to the
proliferation of microbes, fungi, and other biological
contaminants.

4. Ergonomic Hazards: The repeated actions
associated in sorting, creasing, and handling laundry can
result in repetitive injuries (RSIs). Substandard position
design can contribute to these ailments.

Mitigation Strategies and Implementation:

Tackling these dangers necessitates a comprehensive
strategy. This includes a combination of engineering
measures, administrative measures, and individual
protective measures (PPE).

Engineering Controls: These include installing
air-circulation systems to reduce hazardous
contact, offering adjustable furniture, and
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implementing safety interlocks on machinery.

Administrative Controls: These encompass
developing secure operational procedures, giving
ample education to personnel, implementing
periodic inspection schedules for machinery, and
setting distinct channels between supervisors and
employees.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): PPE
should be provided and worn correctly, like
breathing devices, gloves, eye protection, and
safety boots.

Conclusion:

The dry cleaning and laundry sector presents a complex
series of dangers that demand careful attention. By
establishing a effective risk identification and control
plan, businesses can significantly lessen the chance of
occupational injuries and illnesses, creating a more
secure setting for all involved.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What is the most common hazard in the dry
cleaning industry?

A1: Chemical exposure, specifically to perchloroethylene
(Perc), is often cited as the most significant hazard.

Q2: What type of training is necessary for dry
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cleaning employees?

A2: Comprehensive training on chemical safety, handling
procedures, proper use of PPE, and emergency response
protocols is crucial.

Q3: How can I ensure compliance with safety
regulations?

A3: Regular safety inspections, documentation of
training, and adherence to relevant OSHA or other
national/regional standards are essential for compliance.

Q4: What are some cost-effective ways to improve
workplace safety?

A4: Investing in proper ventilation, implementing clear
safety protocols, and providing thorough employee
training are relatively cost-effective ways to enhance
safety.

https://www.aredn.org/130926/6UH7468608/PDF/chevy_
_traverse_2009__repair-service__manual-
shop_download.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/lr132609/80554663RL173905/PP
T/a-lab_manual_for__introduction-to_earth_science.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/I991W07671/I750W30/EBOOK/kia
_optima-2000__2005__service__repair_manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/ro/9O17R36798260913/EBOOK/se
rvice_manual__vespa-150-xl.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/130926/70514A68V6/EBOOK/divo

https://www.aredn.org/173905/718535H8Z8/PUB/chevy-traverse-2009__repair__service-manual__shop__download.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/718535H8Z8/PUB/chevy-traverse-2009__repair__service-manual__shop__download.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/718535H8Z8/PUB/chevy-traverse-2009__repair__service-manual__shop__download.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/9738472XL4/50078XL/TXT/a__lab_manual-for-introduction__to_earth-science.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/9738472XL4/50078XL/TXT/a__lab_manual-for-introduction__to_earth-science.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/P14176U/MD/kia__optima-2000-2005-service-repair_manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/P14176U/MD/kia__optima-2000-2005-service-repair_manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/X4201R0445/EPUB/service__manual-vespa-150__xl.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/X4201R0445/EPUB/service__manual-vespa-150__xl.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/8449Z2500B/4472Z1B/PPT/divorce_yourself_the-national__no__fault_divorce_kit__legal__self_help__series-legal_self-help__series_by-dan-sitarz.pdf


Dry Cleaning And Laundry Industry Hazard Identification

Dry Cleaning And Laundry Industry Hazard Identification
13

rce-yourself_the_national_no-
fault_divorce__kit__legal_self__help-series-legal_self_help-
series_by__dan_sitarz.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/2O996S3/173905130926/PUB/kap
lan__and-sadocks-
concise_textbook__of_clinical_psychiatry__3rd__edition.p
df
https://www.aredn.org/DG76180/173905130926/PPT/basi
c_concrete__engineering_for__builders_with_cdrom.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/2F816384R9/PPT/adobe-i
ndesign-cc-classroom__in__a-2018__release.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/va/13973V056A260913/RTF/micro
-and-
nanosystems__for_biotechnology__advanced_biotechnolo
gy.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/py132609/66842YP989173905/KI
NDLE/intermediate_accounting__chapter-13__current-
liabilities__and__contingencies__solutions.pdf

https://www.aredn.org/8449Z2500B/4472Z1B/PPT/divorce_yourself_the-national__no__fault_divorce_kit__legal__self_help__series-legal_self-help__series_by-dan-sitarz.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/8449Z2500B/4472Z1B/PPT/divorce_yourself_the-national__no__fault_divorce_kit__legal__self_help__series-legal_self-help__series_by-dan-sitarz.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/8449Z2500B/4472Z1B/PPT/divorce_yourself_the-national__no__fault_divorce_kit__legal__self_help__series-legal_self-help__series_by-dan-sitarz.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/Q61716H/Q26332H487/PDF/kaplan_and-sadocks__concise__textbook__of_clinical_psychiatry__3rd__edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/Q61716H/Q26332H487/PDF/kaplan_and-sadocks__concise__textbook__of_clinical_psychiatry__3rd__edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/Q61716H/Q26332H487/PDF/kaplan_and-sadocks__concise__textbook__of_clinical_psychiatry__3rd__edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/Q61716H/Q26332H487/PDF/kaplan_and-sadocks__concise__textbook__of_clinical_psychiatry__3rd__edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/yp/12801YP/PDF/basic-concrete__engineering__for__builders__with-cdrom.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/yp/12801YP/PDF/basic-concrete__engineering__for__builders__with-cdrom.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/93322ED/130926/EPDF/adobe-indesign__cc_classroom_in_a_2018_release.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/93322ED/130926/EPDF/adobe-indesign__cc_classroom_in_a_2018_release.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/st/15ST343/TXT/micro__and_nanosystems-for_biotechnology-advanced_biotechnology.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/st/15ST343/TXT/micro__and_nanosystems-for_biotechnology-advanced_biotechnology.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/st/15ST343/TXT/micro__and_nanosystems-for_biotechnology-advanced_biotechnology.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/st/15ST343/TXT/micro__and_nanosystems-for_biotechnology-advanced_biotechnology.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/69823922MN/TXT/intermediate_accounting__chapter__13-current-liabilities__and-contingencies-solutions.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/69823922MN/TXT/intermediate_accounting__chapter__13-current-liabilities__and-contingencies-solutions.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/173905/69823922MN/TXT/intermediate_accounting__chapter__13-current-liabilities__and-contingencies-solutions.pdf

