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1957  Mercedes-Benz  219  Sedan,  BMW
507  Roadster,  Fiat  Multipla:  A  Retro
Road Test  Retrospective
Imagine a time when automotive design was bold, engineering was raw, and the open road
held endless possibilities. This article delves into a fantastical, albeit hypothetical, road test
comparing three iconic vehicles from 1957: the stately Mercedes-Benz 219 sedan,  the
breathtaking BMW 507 roadster,  and the surprisingly unconventional Fiat Multipla.  This
comparative analysis will examine their performance, design philosophies, and the overall
driving experience, highlighting the distinct personalities of these automotive legends. We'll
cover aspects like *classic car restoration*, *vintage car performance*, and the *evolution of
automotive design*.

The Contenders: A 1957 Automotive Trinity
Our trio represents a fascinating cross-section of 1957 automotive offerings. The Mercedes-
Benz  219,  a  pillar  of  post-war  German  engineering,  epitomizes  luxury  and  refinement.  Its
straight-six engine and robust build promised a comfortable, if somewhat sedate, ride. In
stark contrast, the BMW 507 roadster, a masterpiece of sporting elegance, represented the
pinnacle of performance and style. Its powerful V8 engine and lightweight design promised
an exhilarating experience. Finally, the Fiat Multipla, with its unconventional, almost avant-
garde design, challenged conventions and offered a distinctly different proposition, focusing
on practicality and space utilization.

Performance  and  Handling:  A  Tale  of  Three
Approaches
The 1957 Mercedes-Benz 219 sedan prioritized comfort and stability. Its powerful engine
delivered smooth acceleration, while its substantial weight contributed to a composed ride,
even on less-than-perfect roads. The *vintage car performance* of the 219 was impressive
for its time, though not overtly sporty.

The  BMW  507,  however,  was  a  different  beast  altogether.  Its  high-revving  V8  engine
provided exhilarating acceleration and a throaty exhaust note. Lightweight handling was
precise, making it a joy to drive on winding roads. This was a car designed for pure driving
pleasure.

The  Fiat  Multipla,  with  its  smaller  engine  and  boxy  design,  offered  a  more  modest
performance. Its focus was on practicality and fuel efficiency rather than outright speed. It
represented a practical approach to automotive transportation, emphasizing utility over
performance. This highlights the diverse approaches to *classic car restoration* – focusing
on originality versus performance enhancement varies greatly depending on the model.

Design  and  Aesthetics:  Contrasting  Visions  of
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Automotive  Style
The  Mercedes-Benz  219  embodied  the  elegance  and  sophistication  of  its  era.  Its  flowing
lines, chrome accents, and spacious interior reflected a sense of opulence and understated
luxury. The *evolution of automotive design* is clearly visible when comparing it to the
sportier aesthetics of the BMW 507.

The  BMW  507,  a  true  roadster,  boasted  aggressive,  sporting  lines.  Its  low-slung  profile,
powerful hood, and sculpted fenders projected an image of raw power and athleticism. It
was a car designed to turn heads and make a statement.

The  Fiat  Multipla,  by  contrast,  offered  a  unique,  almost  unconventional  design.  Its  boxy
shape  and  unusual  layout  defied  traditional  automotive  aesthetics.  Its  unconventional
design  reflected  the  innovative  spirit  of  the  Italian  automotive  industry  at  the  time.  This
difference  in  styling  showcases  the  diverging  paths  of  *classic  car  restoration*  projects  –
maintaining originality or attempting stylistic updates.

The Driving Experience: A Subjective Journey
A  hypothetical  1957  road  test  would  reveal  vastly  different  driving  experiences.  The
Mercedes-Benz  219  would  provide  a  smooth,  comfortable,  and  refined  ride,  ideal  for  long
journeys and leisurely cruising. The BMW 507, on the other hand, would offer a visceral and
engaging  experience,  rewarding  the  driver  with  precise  handling  and  exhilarating
performance.  The  Fiat  Multipla,  though  less  thrilling,  would  provide  practicality  and
surprisingly comfortable interior space for its era.

Conclusion: A Celebration of Automotive Diversity
The 1957 Mercedes-Benz 219, BMW 507, and Fiat Multipla represent a fascinating snapshot
of automotive diversity. Each car, despite its significant differences, offered a unique driving
experience and reflected the varied aspirations  of  its  time.  The comparison highlights  the
evolution  of  automotive  design  and  engineering,  demonstrating  how  different  approaches
can all contribute to a rich automotive heritage. Understanding these differences allows us
to appreciate the nuances and complexities of *classic car restoration* and preservation
efforts.

FAQ: Unveiling the Mysteries of Our Trio
Q1: What were the primary markets for these vehicles?

A1: The Mercedes-Benz 219 targeted a wealthy, discerning clientele seeking luxury and
prestige.  The  BMW  507  appealed  to  affluent  sports  car  enthusiasts  seeking  performance
and  exclusivity.  The  Fiat  Multipla  aimed  at  a  broader  market,  offering  practical
transportation  at  a  more  affordable  price  point.

Q2: How did the technology of these cars compare to modern vehicles?

A2:  Technology has advanced significantly.  These cars  lacked modern safety  features  like
airbags and anti-lock brakes. Their engines were less efficient and produced less power per
liter. Their transmissions were simpler and less refined.

Q3: What are some of the common mechanical issues associated with these cars
today?

A3: Common problems include issues with electrical systems, carburetors, and the aging of
rubber  components.  Maintaining  these  cars  requires  specialized  knowledge  and  parts
sourcing.

Q4: How valuable are these cars today?
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A4: The BMW 507 and, to a lesser extent, the Mercedes-Benz 219, are highly valuable
collector  cars,  fetching  significant  prices  at  auction.  The  Fiat  Multipla,  while  increasingly
sought  after  as  a  quirky  classic,  holds  less  monetary  value.

Q5: What makes restoring these cars challenging?

A5:  Sourcing  parts  can  be  difficult,  requiring  extensive  research  and  often  custom
fabrication. Expertise in vintage automotive mechanics is essential. The cost of restoration
can be substantial.

Q6: Are there active online communities dedicated to these car models?

A6:  Yes,  dedicated  online  forums  and  clubs  exist  for  each  model,  offering  owners  and
enthusiasts a platform to share information, advice, and resources regarding restoration,
maintenance, and driving experiences.

Q7: Where can I find more information on these vehicles?

A7: You can find information through specialist automotive publications, online databases of
classic cars, and museums focusing on automotive history.

Q8: What is the future outlook for these classic cars?

A8: As long as there is an interest in automotive history and classic car collecting, these
models are likely to remain valuable and sought-after assets. Their rarity and historical
significance will ensure their continued appreciation among collectors.

A 1957 Mercedes-Benz 219 Sedan, BMW 507 Roadster,
and Fiat Multipla Road Test: A Study in Contrasts
The  automotive  landscape  of  1957  offered  a  breathtaking  spectrum  of  styles  and
engineering philosophies. To truly grasp the automotive zeitgeist of that era, one need only
consider  three  wildly  different  vehicles:  the  stately  Mercedes-Benz  219  sedan,  the
breathtaking BMW 507 roadster, and the utterly unconventional Fiat Multipla. This article
details a comparative road test of these three icons, exploring their separate strengths,
weaknesses, and the fascinating story they tell about the diverse approaches to automotive
design and technology during the brilliant age of motoring.

### The Mercedes-Benz 219 Sedan: The Epitome of Elegance

The 1957 Mercedes-Benz 219 represented the pinnacle of German automotive expertise. Its
elegant lines, a outcome of meticulous design, projected an aura of rock-solid reliability and
quiet strength. Behind the wheel, the experience was one of sumptuous comfort. The ride,
while  firm,  was  surprisingly  smooth,  soaking  road  imperfections  with  ease.  The  2.2-liter
inline-six engine, while not especially powerful by modern standards, delivered adequate
power for its intended purpose. The cockpit was a oasis of leather and wood, implying a
level of expertise rarely seen today. This car was a proclamation of success, a testament to
post-war German industry’s resurrection and a symbol of unrivaled automotive excellence.

### The BMW 507 Roadster: A Masterpiece of Design and Agility

In stark contrast to the 219’s restrained elegance, the BMW 507 exploded onto the stage as
a daring statement of sporting ambition. Its curvaceous bodywork, the creation of famed
designer Albrecht Graf Goertz, is now considered a design classic. The powerful 3.2-liter V8
engine, a considerably innovative piece of engineering for its time, provided exhilarating
speed, transforming the 507 into a true high-performance car. Handling was responsive,
making it a true pleasure to drive on winding roads. However, its comparatively high price
and restricted production run meant that the 507 remained a exclusive and highly coveted
machine. The driving experience was unforgettable, a testament to BMW’s ambitions and
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capability.

### The Fiat Multipla: A Quirky Vision of Functionality

The  Fiat  Multipla,  in  many  ways,  contradicted  conventional  automotive  thinking.  Its
unconventional  styling,  with its  distinctive boxy shape and panoramic windscreen,  was
controversial, to say the least. Yet, beneath its unusual exterior lay a surprisingly functional
vehicle. Its innovative seating arrangement maximized interior space, making it remarkably
capacious for its compact size. The engine, while not especially powerful, was economical
and  dependable.  The  Multipla  embodied  a  different  approach  to  automotive  design,
prioritizing  utility  over  appearance,  a  brave  choice  that  paved  the  way  for  future  MPVs.

### Conclusion: A Group of Automotive Characters

The 1957 Mercedes-Benz 219, BMW 507, and Fiat Multipla, despite their drastically different
approaches, all enhanced to the rich texture of automotive history. Each car embodied a
distinct approach toward automotive design and technology, offering a fascinating glimpse
into the diverse aspirations of the automotive industry during a truly pivotal period. Their
collective legacy serves as a reminder of the enduring appeal of automotive design and the
ongoing progress of the automobile.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Which car is the best overall?

A1: There's  no single "best"  car.  The Mercedes-Benz 219 excels  in  luxury and refinement,
the BMW 507 in performance and style, and the Fiat Multipla in practicality. The ideal choice
depends entirely on individual priorities and needs.

Q2: How scarce are these cars today?

A2: All three are rare, but the BMW 507 is arguably the most collectible and valuable, with
only  a  few  hundred  ever  produced.  Finding  any  of  these  in  good  condition  requires
significant effort and resources.

Q3: What are the upkeep costs similar?

A3: Maintenance costs for all three would be substantial, due to their age, rarity, and the
specialized  parts  often  required.  Owning  one  of  these  requires  a  considerable  financial
commitment.

Q4: Are these cars appropriate for everyday driving?

A4: While technically drivable, daily driving these classic cars is not recommended. Their
age, delicate nature,  and lack of  modern safety features make them better suited for
special occasions and enthusiast use.
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