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Merry Christmas Songbook: A
Reader's Digest Treasure (1982
Edition)

The nostalgic chime of carols, the comforting glow of a fireplace, and the shared joy
of family - these are the images conjured by the *Merry Christmas Songbook*
edited by Simon William L. and published by Reader's Digest in 1982. This
hardcover collection isn't just a book; it's a time capsule, a cherished heirloom for
many families, and a testament to the enduring power of Christmas music. This
article delves into the features, historical context, and lasting appeal of this iconic
Christmas carol book, exploring its value as a musical artifact and a family tradition.
We'll also look at similar publications like vintage Christmas songbooks and discuss
the *Reader's Digest* legacy in publishing.

A Closer Look at the 1982 Edition

The *Merry Christmas Songbook* (1982) stands out not only for its comprehensive
selection of classic carols but also for its presentation. Its hardcover binding,
superior paper quality, and clear musical notation reflect Reader's Digest's
commitment to quality. This is more than just a collection of sheet music; it's a
beautifully presented book designed to be cherished and used for years. The
arrangement of the music, attributed to Simon William L., is user-friendly, making it
accessible to both seasoned musicians and amateur singers. The inclusion of lyrics
alongside the music further enhances its practicality and inclusivity. This specific
edition's legacy lies in its accessibility and overall high-quality production that
stands in contrast to many lesser-quality publications of the time.
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The song selection itself is a carefully curated journey through the history of
Christmas carols. From traditional hymns like "Silent Night" and "O Holy Night" to
more contemporary favorites, the book offers a diverse range of musical styles and
tempos. This broad representation speaks to the editor's understanding of the broad
appeal of Christmas music, catering to varied musical tastes and preferences. The
detailed musical arrangements, clearly presented and easily readable, make it an
ideal companion for family singalongs, church services, or simply quiet moments of
reflection. The *1982 Merry Christmas Songbook* stands apart from other similar
publications due to its comprehensive range and high-quality printing.

The Enduring Appeal of Classic Christmas Carols

The *Merry Christmas Songbook* taps into a deep well of cultural memory. The
carols within are not merely songs; they are ingrained in the collective
consciousness, evoking powerful feelings of nostalgia and warmth. These melodies
are often associated with specific childhood memories, family traditions, and
cultural celebrations, making them more than just musical pieces. The book,
therefore, acts as a conduit to these shared experiences, offering a tangible link to
the past and a pathway to creating new memories. This emotional resonance
contributes significantly to the lasting popularity of the book and its place in many
homes. It’s not just the music, it's the association with cherished traditions that
makes this *Reader's Digest* publication so valued.

More Than Just a Songbook: A Family Legacy

Beyond its musical merit, the *Merry Christmas Songbook* often serves as a family
heirloom. Passed down through generations, it becomes a symbol of continuity and
shared history. The worn pages, perhaps with handwritten notes or family
dedications, tell a story of time, love, and shared musical experiences. This tangible
connection to family history sets it apart from digitally available carols and makes it
a treasured possession. The physicality of the book itself—the weight of the
hardcover, the texture of the pages—contributes to its sentimental value. This
tangible connection to the past and the shared experience of singing together are
crucial to the enduring legacy of this particular Christmas songbook.

Comparing the 1982 Edition to Other Vintage
Christmas Songbooks

While many vintage Christmas songbooks exist, the *Merry Christmas Songbook*
from Reader's Digest (1982) holds a special place due to its combination of high-

Merry Christmas Songbook By Readers Digest Simon William L Editor Music Arranged 1982 Hardcover
2



Merry Christmas Songbook By Readers Digest Simon William L Editor Music Arranged 1982
Hardcover

quality production, comprehensive selection, and clear musical arrangements.
Compared to other books from the same era, the superior quality of its printing and
paper, combined with the accessibility of the musical arrangements, set it apart.
Many older songbooks may have suffered from age, poor printing, or less user-
friendly notation. This particular book avoided these pitfalls, ensuring its continued
relevance and usability for decades after its publication. Considering the many
vintage Christmas songbooks available, the 1982 edition remains a standout due to
its superior quality.

Conclusion

The *Merry Christmas Songbook* edited by Simon William L. and published by
Reader's Digest in 1982 is more than just a collection of Christmas carols; it's a
piece of Christmas history, a family heirloom, and a testament to the enduring
power of music to evoke emotion and connect people across generations. Its high-
quality production, diverse song selection, and user-friendly arrangements
contribute to its lasting appeal. Its value extends beyond the purely musical,
tapping into the deeper cultural and emotional significance of Christmas carols and
family traditions. Whether used for family singalongs, church services, or simply
quiet moments of reflection, this book continues to bring joy and warmth to
countless homes.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can | find a copy of the 1982 Merry Christmas Songbook?

Al: Finding a copy of the 1982 edition might require some searching. Online
marketplaces like eBay, Amazon, and Abebooks are good starting points. Check
used bookstores, both online and brick-and-mortar, as well as antique shops. Be
prepared to pay a premium for a copy in good condition, reflecting its collectability.
Keyword searches focusing on "Reader's Digest Merry Christmas Songbook 1982"
will yield the best results.

Q2: Are there newer editions of this songbook?

A2: While Reader's Digest has published numerous Christmas songbooks over the
years, there isn't a direct sequel or updated edition specifically labeled as the
successor to the 1982 *Merry Christmas Songbook*. The 1982 edition remains
unique in its specific collection and presentation.

Q3: What makes this songbook different from other Christmas songbooks?
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A3: The 1982 edition stands out due to its high-quality production (hardcover
binding, superior paper), clear and accessible musical arrangements, and a well-
curated selection of both traditional and less common Christmas carols. The overall
presentation contributes to its lasting appeal and collectability.

Q4: What is the musical arrangement style of the songbook?

A4: The arrangements are designed for accessibility, suitable for both amateur and
more experienced singers. They are generally straightforward and easy to follow,
prioritizing readability and singability. They avoid overly complex or difficult
passages, making them ideal for family singalongs.

Q5: Is the songbook suitable for beginners?

A5: Yes, the clear notation and relatively simple arrangements make it suitable for
beginners. The inclusion of lyrics alongside the music also helps those less familiar
with musical notation.

Q6: Are all the carols in the songbook traditional?

A6: While the songbook features many traditional carols, it also includes some less
common or slightly more contemporary choices, offering a balanced representation
of Christmas music.

Q7: Does the songbook include any instrumental arrangements?

A7: While primarily focused on vocal arrangements, some carols may include
simplified piano accompaniments or suggestions for instrumentation. The primary
focus is vocal performance however.

Q8: What is the overall value or significance of the book?

A8: The value lies not only in its musical content but also in its historical and
sentimental significance. For many, it serves as a family heirloom, representing
shared traditions and memories. Its collectible nature also adds to its value for
enthusiasts of vintage Christmas memorabilia and musical publications.

A Nostalgic Journey Through the 1982 Reader's
Digest "Merry Christmas Songbook"

The festive period evokes a wealth of feelings, and for many, a key component of
that occasion is music. The 1982 hardcover edition of the *Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas Songbook By Readers Digest Simon William L Editor Music Arranged 1982 Hardcover
4



Merry Christmas Songbook By Readers Digest Simon William L Editor Music Arranged 1982
Hardcover

Songbook*, edited by Simon William L. and published by Reader's Digest, serves as
a tangible bridge to a specific era of holiday celebrations. This volume, with its
carefully structured music, represents more than just a collection of carols; it's a
glimpse into the cultural mood of the early 1980s, a repository of musical tradition
and aesthetic.

The book's tangible qualities immediately capture the interest. The heavy hardcover
casing speaks to a period when quality in production was highly prized. The lustrous
paper and the crisp print contribute to an overall impression of craftsmanship. The
array of carols is both comprehensive and representative of the traditional
Christmas collection. From the evergreen "Silent Night" to the more joyful "Deck the
Halls," the songbook offers a heterogeneous range of musical genres and feels.

The arrangements themselves are remarkable for their simplicity and accessibility.
They are clearly written and designed for a broad readership, ranging from amateur
pianists to more experienced musicians. The publisher's careful attention to
precision is clear throughout the book. The inclusion of chord symbols allows for
easy playing by guitarists or other instrumentalists, widening the book's potential
for usage. This inclusiveness is a key advantage of the songbook, promoting both
solo execution and group singing.

Beyond the purely musical aspects, the *Merry Christmas Songbook* offers a
engrossing view into the style of the 1980s. The cover design, the font choices, and
the overall structure reflect the aesthetic trends of the decade. This feature
provides an added layer of appeal for those interested in vintage design and the
cultural history of Christmas. For many, owning this book rekindles cherished
memories of family meetings and Christmases past, rendering it a prized belonging.

The *Merry Christmas Songbook* is more than just a collection of songs; it is a
cultural artifact that unites us to a particular era in time. It's a reminder of the value
of shared musical traditions and the enduring power of Christmas music to evoke
sentiments of cheer, peace, and adoration. Its ease of use and accessibility ensure
that its heritage will continue for generations to come. The book’s enduring appeal
lies in its ability to transfer the spirit of Christmas across different eras, creating a
lasting bond between past, present, and future Christmas celebrations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is the *Merry Christmas Songbook* still available? While new copies are
rare, used copies can often be found through online marketplaces and used
bookstores.
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2. What is the difficulty level of the musical arrangements? The
arrangements are generally considered easy to intermediate, making them
accessible to a wide range of musicians.

3. What types of carols are included in the book? The songbook features a
diverse selection of traditional Christmas carols, encompassing various styles and
tempos.

4. Is the songbook suitable for beginners? Yes, the simplified arrangements
and clear notation make it ideal for beginner musicians.
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