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Teaching global history presents unique
challenges. Students need to grapple with
diverse perspectives, complex narratives, and a
vast chronological span. One powerful tool that
can significantly enhance learning and
assessment in this context is the document-
based assessment (DBA). This article explores
the effective implementation of DBAs for global
history teachers, focusing on its benefits,
practical strategies, and addressing common
concerns. We'll delve into sourcing primary
sources, analyzing historical context, and
crafting compelling assessment activities. Key
areas we will cover include: primary source
analysis, historical thinking skills,
differentiated instruction, and assessment
design.

The Benefits of Document-Based
Assessments in Global History

Document-based assessments offer a multitude of
advantages over traditional essay tests or
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multiple-choice exams, particularly in a global
history classroom. DBAs move beyond rote
memorization, fostering a deeper understanding
of historical events and interpretations.

e Enhanced Critical Thinking: DBAs require
students to analyze primary source
materials, evaluate evidence, and construct
historical arguments. This active
engagement promotes higher-order thinking
skills crucial for understanding global
history's complexities. Students learn to
identify bias, compare perspectives, and
synthesize information from multiple
sources — essential skills for informed
citizenship.

e Development of Historical Thinking Skills:
DBAs directly address key historical
thinking skills like contextualization,
sourcing, corroboration, and close reading.
Students learn to analyze sources within
their historical context, evaluate their
credibility, and compare them to other
accounts to build a nuanced understanding.
For example, comparing a colonial
governor's letter with a firsthand account
from an indigenous population fosters a
deeper understanding of the complexities of
colonization.

e Differentiated Instruction: DBAs can be
adapted to meet the needs of diverse
learners. Teachers can adjust the
complexity of the documents, the number of
sources provided, and the type of response
required, ensuring all students can
participate meaningfully. Providing
scaffolding for struggling learners, such
as graphic organizers or pre-reading
activities, can further support success.
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e Authentic Assessment: DBAs provide an
authentic assessment of students'
understanding, reflecting the real-world
skills historians employ. Unlike multiple-
choice questions which often test
memorization, DBAs gauge students' ability
to interpret, analyze, and synthesize
information — skills vital for academic and
professional success.

Implementing Document-Based
Assessments: Practical
Strategies

Successfully integrating DBAs into your global
history curriculum requires careful planning
and execution.

### Selecting and Sourcing Primary Sources

The cornerstone of a successful DBA is the
selection of appropriate primary sources. These
should be diverse in type (letters, maps,
images, diaries, government documents, etc.),
perspective, and origin. Access to quality
primary sources is crucial, and resources like
the Library of Congress, the National Archives,
and various online archives offer a wealth of
material. When selecting sources, consider:

e Relevance: Do the documents directly relate
to the learning objectives?

e Authenticity: Are the documents genuine and
reliable?

e Accessibility: Are the documents
understandable and accessible to your
students (consider language, format, and
complexity)?

e Diversity: Do the sources represent a range
of perspectives and voices?
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### Designing Effective DBA Tasks

The assessment task itself needs clear
instructions and expectations. This should
include:

e Clear Learning Objectives: Students should
understand the historical concepts being
assessed.

» Specific Questions or Prompts: The
questions should encourage analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation, not just simple
summarization. Open-ended questions that
allow for diverse interpretations are
encouraged.

e Rubrics and Scoring Guidelines: Provide
students with a clear rubric outlining
expectations for quality of analysis,
historical context, and argumentation. This
allows for fair and transparent grading.

### Teaching Primary Source Analysis

Simply providing students with documents isn't
enough; teachers need to explicitly teach the
skills of primary source analysis. This
includes:

e Sourcing: Identifying the author, audience,
purpose, and context of the source.

e Contextualization: Placing the source
within its historical, social, and
political context.

e Close Reading: Carefully examining the
language, imagery, and tone of the
document.

e Corroboration: Comparing the source with
other sources to verify information and
identify biases.
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Addressing Challenges and
Considerations

Implementing DBAs effectively requires careful
consideration of potential challenges.

e Time Constraints: DBAs can be more time-
consuming than traditional assessments,
requiring careful planning and pacing.

e Accessibility: Ensure the sources are
accessible to all students, addressing
potential language barriers or learning
differences.

e Grading and Feedback: Develop clear rubrics
and provide timely and constructive
feedback to students. This feedback should
focus not only on the accuracy of their
analysis but also on their historical
reasoning process.

Conclusion

Document-based assessments offer a powerful
pedagogical tool for enriching the global
history classroom. By fostering critical
thinking, developing historical thinking
skills, and providing an authentic assessment
experience, DBAs empower students to become
more engaged and informed learners. While
implementing DBAs requires careful planning and
consideration of potential challenges, the
benefits far outweigh the investment of time
and effort. The active engagement and deep
understanding fostered through DBAs are
invaluable in preparing students for future
academic and civic engagement.
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FAQ

Ql: How can I adapt DBAs for students with
diverse learning needs?

Al: Differentiation is key. For students who
struggle with reading, provide audio versions
of the documents or simplified summaries. For
students who need more support, provide graphic
organizers or sentence starters. Adjust the
complexity of the tasks and the number of
documents accordingly. Consider offering
choices in the types of responses (written
essay, visual presentation, etc.).

Q2: What are some good resources for finding
primary sources for global history?

A2: The Library of Congress, the National
Archives, and many university archives offer
extensive collections of primary sources.
Online databases like JSTOR and Project MUSE
also contain digitized primary sources.
Remember to critically evaluate the
authenticity and reliability of any source you
use.

Q3: How can I effectively grade DBAs?

A3: Use a clearly defined rubric that outlines
the criteria for evaluating student responses.
Consider using analytic rubrics that break down
the assessment into specific components (e.g.,
sourcing, contextualization, argumentation).
Provide specific and constructive feedback that
focuses on both the accuracy of their
interpretations and their historical reasoning
process.

Q4: How can I incorporate DBAs into my existing
curriculum?
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A4: Start small! Begin by incorporating DBAs
into a single unit or lesson. Gradually
increase the frequency and complexity of DBAs
as you and your students gain experience.
Integrate DBA activities into regular lessons,
rather than treating them as standalone
assessments.

Q5: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
designing a DBA?

A5: Avoid using overly complex or obscure
documents. Ensure the questions are clear and
focused, directly related to the learning
objectives. Don’'t overload students with too
many sources; focus on quality over quantity.
Finally, avoid questions that only require
simple summarization; encourage higher-order
thinking skills.

Q6: How can I effectively teach students how to
analyze primary sources?

A6: Model the process explicitly. Show students
how to approach a source by analyzing its
author, purpose, audience, and context. Use
think-alouds to demonstrate your own analytical
process. Provide students with opportunities
for practice and feedback. Use various
activities like comparing and contrasting
different sources, identifying bias, and
evaluating credibility.

Q7: What technology can support document-based
assessments?

A7: Many digital tools can enhance DBAs.
Learning management systems (LMS) can
facilitate the distribution and collection of
assessments. Digital annotation tools allow
students to directly interact with sources,
highlighting key information and adding
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comments. Presentation software can support
student creation of visual representations of
their analysis.

Q8: How do DBAs contribute to developing
informed citizens?

A8: DBAs equip students with essential critical
thinking and analytical skills necessary to
engage with complex historical narratives and
contemporary issues. By analyzing diverse
perspectives and evaluating evidence, students
develop the ability to form reasoned judgments,
engage in informed discussions, and participate
actively in democratic processes. The ability
to critically assess information—a skill honed
through DBAs—is essential for navigating the
complexities of the modern world and becoming
responsible, engaged citizens.

Document-Based Assessment for the Global
History Teacher

Introduction

The teaching of global history presents
exceptional challenges. How do we successfully
communicate the vastness of human experience
across millennia and continents? How do we
nurture critical thinking proficiencies while
preventing oversimplification? Document-based
assessments (DBAs) offer a potent tool to
handle these problems. This report will
investigate the merits of DBAs in global
history sessions, furnishing practical
strategies for deployment.

Main Discussion: Unlocking Historical
Understanding Through Documents

DBAs alter the emphasis from rote memorization
to evaluation and integration. Students are
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shown with a array of source documents — maps,
treaties, artifacts — and required to use them
to address a precise chronological question.
This approach cultivates a spectrum of
important skills:

e Source Analysis: Students learn to
carefully examine sources, detecting bias,
outlook, and objective. For example,
comparing a colonial power's account of a
conflict with that of a subjugated group
forces students to ponder multiple opinions
and understand the intricacy of historical
narratives.

» Evidence-Based Argumentation: DBAs
encourage students to construct justified
arguments based on data from the records
themselves. This skill is adaptable to
diverse fields of life, from academic
writing to workplace interaction.

e Historical Interpretation: Students become
involved in the explanation of history, as
opposed than simply absorbing a established
account. They discover that historical
comprehension is an ongoing method of
research.

* Collaboration and Communication: DBAs can
be formed to promote teamwork among
students. Working in groups, students
acquire to exchange notions, debate
interpretations, and build a collective
understanding.

Implementation Strategies

Adequately implementing DBAs calls for careful
planning. Here are some critical
considerations:

1. Selecting Appropriate Documents: Pick
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sources that are appropriate to the learning
goals and intelligible to students. Reflect on
the sophistication of the vocabulary and the
pictorial elements.

2. Developing Clear and Focused Questions: The
inquiries presented to students should be
clear, directed, and stimulating. They should
call for students to analyze the materials and
construct a validated argument.

3. Providing Scaffolding and Support: Provide
students aid in the form of directions for
analyzing materials, examples of strong
responses, and opportunities for practice.

4. Assessing Student Work: Create a assessment
criteria that precisely describes the measures
for judging student replies. This assures
impartial and steady assessment.

Conclusion

Document-based assessments offer a significant
possibility to boost the education and learning
of global history. By shifting the emphasis
from rote memorization to critical assessment
and synthesis, DBAs aid students cultivate
important proficiencies for appreciating the
sophistication of the history and applying
their understanding to current concerns.
Careful organization and deployment are crucial
for enhancing the efficacy of DBAs in the
global history course.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Ql: How much time is needed to effectively
implement DBAs?

Al: The time commitment differs depending on
the complexity of the assessment and the
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assistance offered to students. Planning can
take significant time, but the benefits in
terms of improved awareness and proficiency
development often trump the initial investment.

Q2: Are DBAs suitable for all levels of global
history students?

A2: Yes, but the extent of scaffolding and
counsel should be modified to suit the
students' capacities. Beginners may profit from
more structured tasks, while more advanced
students can handle more open-ended tasks.

Q3: How can I assess student performance on
DBAs fairly?

A3: A clearly specified rubric or scoring guide
is essential. This assures that all students
are assessed according to the same benchmarks.
Consider using several assessors to lessen bias
and increase the accuracy of the judgement.

Q4: What resources are available to help me
design DBAs?

A4: Numerous online resources are available,
comprising example DBAs, formats, and
recommendations on ideal procedures.
Professional development opportunities can also
provide valuable assistance and instruction.

https://www.aredn.org/130926/E508531867/CHAPTER
/lesson-plans-middle school grammar.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/BJ88836/TEXT/write
__your-will in a weekend-in-a_ weekend-
premier-press.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/gs/849G715378260913/CHAPT
ER/chainsaw repair manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/9555KW0/6556KW1017/B00K/ i
ntroduction to_automata-theory-languages and-
computation by hopcroft-

Document Based Assessment For Global History Teacher


https://www.aredn.org/lk132609/622157LK87181400/PPT/lesson__plans-middle__school_grammar.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/lk132609/622157LK87181400/PPT/lesson__plans-middle__school_grammar.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/8D2573P/EBOOK/write-your__will_in-a_weekend-in_a_weekend_premier_press.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/8D2573P/EBOOK/write-your__will_in-a_weekend-in_a_weekend_premier_press.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/8D2573P/EBOOK/write-your__will_in-a_weekend-in_a_weekend_premier_press.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/96714ZS/KINDLE/chainsaw_repair__manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/96714ZS/KINDLE/chainsaw_repair__manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/M688976I43/EPDF/introduction_to__automata_theory_languages__and_computation_by-hopcroft-motwani_ullman-2nd__second-edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/M688976I43/EPDF/introduction_to__automata_theory_languages__and_computation_by-hopcroft-motwani_ullman-2nd__second-edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/M688976I43/EPDF/introduction_to__automata_theory_languages__and_computation_by-hopcroft-motwani_ullman-2nd__second-edition.pdf

12

Document Based Assessment For Global History Teacher

motwani ullman 2nd second edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/68495D0878/98858D0/TXT/wi

nner take all politics how washington made-
the-rich richer and-turned-its back-on-

the middle class hardcover.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/R1L2710/181400130926/KIND
LE/sample first session script and outline.pd
£
https://www.aredn.org/181400/9A3Y358697/PUB/inn
ovet select manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/49X149R/32X313R232/EPUB/h
arley davidson softail-2006-repair service-
manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/94822Q0C/99619QC487/PPT/ya
maha g22a-golf_ cart service manuals.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/65091937KH/PLAY/yn
560-user manual english yongnuoebay.pdf

Document Based Assessment For Global History Teacher


https://www.aredn.org/181400/M688976I43/EPDF/introduction_to__automata_theory_languages__and_computation_by-hopcroft-motwani_ullman-2nd__second-edition.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/qd132609/3D49703Q27181400/MD/winner_take__all-politics_how__washington_made__the_rich_richer-and__turned-its__back__on__the_middle__class-hardcover.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/qd132609/3D49703Q27181400/MD/winner_take__all-politics_how__washington_made__the_rich_richer-and__turned-its__back__on__the_middle__class-hardcover.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/qd132609/3D49703Q27181400/MD/winner_take__all-politics_how__washington_made__the_rich_richer-and__turned-its__back__on__the_middle__class-hardcover.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/qd132609/3D49703Q27181400/MD/winner_take__all-politics_how__washington_made__the_rich_richer-and__turned-its__back__on__the_middle__class-hardcover.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/F75153E765/TEXT/sample_first_session-script__and_outline.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/F75153E765/TEXT/sample_first_session-script__and_outline.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/F75153E765/TEXT/sample_first_session-script__and_outline.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/78F027B956/85F219B/KINDLE/innovet__select-manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/78F027B956/85F219B/KINDLE/innovet__select-manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/E45054782M/PPT/harley__davidson-softail-2006-repair_service-manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/E45054782M/PPT/harley__davidson-softail-2006-repair_service-manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/181400/E45054782M/PPT/harley__davidson-softail-2006-repair_service-manual.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/W799D52442/W174D53/CHAPTER/yamaha-g22a__golf__cart_service_manuals.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/W799D52442/W174D53/CHAPTER/yamaha-g22a__golf__cart_service_manuals.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/lv/604L1V3/PLAY/yn560__user-manual-english__yongnuoebay.pdf
https://www.aredn.org/lv/604L1V3/PLAY/yn560__user-manual-english__yongnuoebay.pdf

