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Court Order Abstracts Vol
11 (1710-1714): A Glimpse
into Early Colonial Life
Delving into historical records provides invaluable insights into
the lives of our ancestors. Accomack County Virginia Court
Order Abstracts Volume 11, spanning the years 1710-1714,
offers a fascinating window into the social, economic, and legal
landscape of early colonial Virginia. This volume, a compilation
of court proceedings, reveals much about the daily lives of the
residents, their disputes, and the workings of the legal system
at that time. This article will explore the significance of this
historical resource, focusing on its content, accessibility, and
the valuable genealogical and historical information it contains.
Keywords relevant to this exploration include: Accomack
County Virginia records, colonial Virginia court records,
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18th-century legal proceedings, genealogical research in
Virginia, and early colonial Virginia history.

Introduction: Uncovering the Past
Through Court Records
The Accomack County Virginia Court Order Abstracts Volume 11
(1710-1714) is more than just a dusty collection of legal
documents; it's a vibrant tapestry woven from the threads of
individual lives. These abstracts, meticulously compiled, offer
summaries of court cases, revealing a range of activities
including land disputes, debt recovery, probate matters, and
criminal prosecutions. By examining these records, we gain a
deeper understanding of the daily challenges and triumphs
faced by the inhabitants of Accomack County during this pivotal
period of colonial history. The volume provides a unique lens
through which to view social structures, economic activities,
and the evolving legal framework of early Virginia.

Content and Scope of Volume 11: A
Rich Source of Information
Volume 11 encompasses a broad spectrum of legal matters.
Accomack County Virginia records from this period
frequently detail land transactions, reflecting the importance of
land ownership in colonial society. We find entries concerning
property sales, land grants, boundary disputes, and inheritance
issues. These details shed light on property values, land
distribution patterns, and the complexities of establishing land
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ownership in a rapidly developing colony. Beyond land matters,
the abstracts also document numerous debt cases, illustrating
the challenges of credit and commerce in the early 18th
century. These entries often reveal details about trades,
occupations, and economic relationships within the community.
Furthermore, the volume includes cases involving torts,
contracts, and criminal offenses, providing insight into social
norms and the enforcement of laws. The frequency of certain
types of cases – for instance, debt recovery or disputes over
livestock – provides a glimpse into the prevalent economic
activities and daily concerns of the community.

Accessing and Utilizing Accomack
County Court Records: Research and
Preservation
Researchers interested in accessing these invaluable colonial
Virginia court records can utilize various resources. Many
historical societies and libraries maintain copies of these
abstracts, either in physical form or through digital databases.
Furthermore, online genealogical websites often provide access
to transcribed versions or searchable indexes of Accomack
County court records. It is crucial to note that the level of detail
varies across sources; some might offer only brief summaries,
while others might contain more comprehensive transcriptions.
This difference in detail is something researchers should
consider when choosing their source. The preservation of these
documents is paramount. Efforts to digitize these historical
records are ongoing, ensuring their accessibility for future
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generations and facilitating broader research opportunities. The
availability of digital archives significantly improves access,
making the study of 18th-century legal proceedings more
efficient and accessible to a wider range of researchers.

Genealogical and Historical
Significance: Connecting the Past to
the Present
The significance of Accomack County Virginia Court Order
Abstracts Volume 11 extends far beyond simple legal records.
For genealogists, these abstracts are an invaluable treasure
trove. They provide names, dates, locations, and family
relationships, helping researchers piece together family
histories and trace ancestral lineages. The details found within
these records can illuminate family connections, migration
patterns, and the social standing of ancestors. Beyond
genealogical research, these records offer a rich source of
information for historians studying early colonial Virginia. They
offer glimpses into social structures, economic activities,
political dynamics, and the evolution of legal practices. The
volume’s contents reveal insights into the lives of ordinary
individuals, showcasing their struggles, triumphs, and daily
realities. By studying these records, historians can gain a
deeper understanding of the social fabric of Accomack County
and the broader colonial context. Analyzing patterns within the
court records – such as the prevalence of specific types of
disputes or the economic activities documented – can provide
valuable insights into the overall societal trends of the time.
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Conclusion: Preserving the Legacy of
Accomack County
Accomack County Virginia Court Order Abstracts Volume 11
(1710-1714) offers an exceptional window into the past. Its
detailed records provide a nuanced understanding of early
colonial life, illuminating the lives of individuals, the workings of
the legal system, and the broader social and economic context.
By preserving and making accessible these valuable records,
we ensure that future generations can continue to learn from
the past and appreciate the rich tapestry of colonial history.
The ongoing efforts to digitize these documents are crucial for
preserving this historical legacy for the benefit of researchers,
genealogists, and anyone interested in the story of Accomack
County and early Virginia.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find Accomack County Virginia Court
Order Abstracts Volume 11?

A1: Several resources might house copies of this volume. Check
the Accomack County Circuit Court Clerk's office, the Virginia
State Archives, local historical societies in Accomack County,
and online genealogical databases like Ancestry.com or
FamilySearch. Availability and the level of detail provided (full
transcriptions versus abstracts) vary depending on the source.

Q2: Are the abstracts in Volume 11 complete
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transcriptions of the original court orders?

A2: Not necessarily. Often, "abstracts" provide summarized
versions of the original court documents. They might focus on
key details like names, dates, and the nature of the case,
omitting lengthy descriptions or verbatim accounts of
testimony. This means researchers might need to consult the
original court records if they require more extensive
information.

Q3: What types of legal cases are typically documented
in Volume 11?

A3: Volume 11 likely contains a variety of cases common in
colonial courts, including land disputes (boundaries, sales,
inheritance), debt recovery actions, probate matters (wills and
estates), criminal prosecutions (ranging from minor offenses to
more serious crimes), and perhaps some contractual disputes.

Q4: How can I use this volume for genealogical
research?

A4: This volume is a goldmine for genealogical research. Look
for your ancestor’s name in the index or browse the abstracts.
Information found might include birth and death dates
(sometimes indirectly through probate records), family
relationships, property ownership, and involvement in legal
disputes – all providing clues to build out your family tree.

Q5: Are there other similar volumes of Accomack County
court order abstracts?
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A5: Yes, Accomack County likely has numerous volumes of
court order abstracts covering different time periods. Check the
resources mentioned above to determine the extent of
available records for the county and the timeframes covered.

Q6: What are the challenges in researching these
historical records?

A6: Challenges include limited accessibility (some records may
not be digitized), variations in record keeping practices, the use
of archaic language and spelling, and the potential for
incomplete or damaged records.

Q7: How accurate are these abstracts?

A7: The accuracy of abstracts depends on the care taken during
their creation. Errors in transcription are possible. It's
recommended to consult multiple sources whenever possible to
verify information found within an abstract.

Q8: What is the significance of studying these records
for understanding colonial Virginia?

A8: These records offer an unparalleled opportunity to
understand daily life, social structures, economic conditions,
and legal practices in colonial Virginia. They provide a more
nuanced and human-centered perspective than broad historical
overviews might offer.
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Delving into the Lives of Accomack
County, Virginia: Insights from Court
Order Abstracts, Volume 11
(1710-1714)
Accomack County Virginia court order abstracts vol 11
(1710-1714) presents a engrossing glimpse into the daily lives
of early 18th-century Virginians. This collection of court records
acts as a vibrant view into a time shaped by evolving social
relationships, economic challenges, and continuing court
conflicts. While the papers themselves are brief, they expose a
abundance of data that broadens our comprehension of this
significant chronological period.

The abstracts within Volume 11 include a wide range of
subjects, extending from common land agreements and estate
disputes to more intricate instances regarding succession, debt,
and also criminal wrongdoings. The language employed is
commonly rigid, reflecting the seriousness of the legal
processes. However, among the phrases, one can detect the
human drama developing.

One recurring theme evident throughout Volume 11 is the
value of land ownership. Many of the records address with land
transfers, border quarrels, and legacy issues. These documents
stress the central role that land played in the financial and
social lives of Accomack County residents. The synopses
regularly mention specific parcels of land, offering valuable



Accomack County Virginia Court Order Abstracts Vol 11 17101714

Accomack County Virginia Court Order Abstracts Vol 11 17101714
9

hints for ancestral investigators.

Another important aspect of Volume 11 is its disclosure of the
cultural hierarchies of the period. The documents indicate the
existence of a obviously defined social order, with affluent
landowners holding a preeminent position in society. The
synopses also shed light on the lives of common people,
uncovering their struggles with debt, disease, and other
adversities.

The legal procedures themselves are as well illuminating. The
summaries show the respective rapidity and effectiveness of
the judicial process, or the lack thereof. They reveal the
functions of various legal officials, and offer insight into the
obstacles they faced in running law.

Accomack County Virginia court order abstracts vol 11
(1710-1714) is not merely a assemblage of dry legal records; it
stands a abundant wellspring of data that enlightens the lives
of people who dwelt in Accomack County during this important
temporal period. By attentively examining these synopses,
historians and ancestry researchers can acquire a deeper
knowledge of the social, economic, and court landscape of early
18th-century Virginia.

In conclusion, Accomack County Virginia court order abstracts
vol 11 (1710-1714) presents an invaluable asset for whoever
fascinated in discovering more about this engrossing era in
Virginia history. Its comprehensive papers provide suggestions
into daily lives, social structures, and the progression of the
legal process.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find Accomack County Virginia court
order abstracts vol 11 (1710-1714)? A: Several record
institutions, including the Eastern Shore of Virginia heritage
society, may possess copies of these synopses. Moreover, some
online databases may contain them.

2. Q: What kind of information is typically contained in
these abstracts? A: The summaries typically include concise
descriptions of legal cases, mentioning the individuals
concerned, the character of the dispute, and the outcome of
the case.

3. Q: Are these summaries beneficial for genealogical
research? A: Absolutely! The papers frequently identify
individuals, property details, and relational connections, making
them a valuable aid for family study.

4. Q: Are the papers easily obtainable? A: Availability
varies. While some could be electronically accessible, others
may require journeys to libraries or historical societies.
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