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Søren Kierkegaard, a 19th-century Danish philosopher and
theologian, remains a towering figure whose influence
resonates across philosophy, theology, literature, and
psychology. This article delves into Kierkegaard's intellectual
journey, tracing his movement from the constraints of classical
idealism to the passionate embrace of "enthusiasm," exploring
key research sources, the reception of his ideas, and valuable
resources for further study. We will examine his
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existentialism, his critique of Hegelianism, and the enduring
impact of his religious thought.

From Classicism to Enthusiasm: A
Philosophical Transformation
Kierkegaard's early work reflects the strong influence of
Hegelian idealism, a dominant philosophical system of his time.
He initially engaged with this framework, exploring its logical
and systematic structures. However, he increasingly found
himself dissatisfied with its abstract and impersonal nature.
Hegel's focus on the collective "Spirit" clashed with
Kierkegaard's growing emphasis on the individual's subjective
experience and the existential angst inherent in human
existence. This dissatisfaction fueled his transition away from
the cold logic of classicism towards a more passionate and
emotionally charged approach, which he termed "enthusiasm" –
not in a pejorative sense, but as a vital expression of faith and
commitment.

This shift is evident in his writing style. His early works possess
a more academic and formal tone, while his later writings, such
as *Fear and Trembling* and *The Sickness Unto Death*,
become increasingly personal, engaging, and often paradoxical.
He uses pseudonyms to explore different perspectives on faith,
doubt, and the meaning of life, showcasing the inherent
complexities of human existence. This stylistic shift mirrors his
intellectual development, demonstrating a move from the
detached objectivity of classicism to the subjective immediacy
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of his later, more existentially focused work.

Key Concepts and Their Evolution
Kierkegaard's intellectual evolution is marked by the
development of several key concepts. His critique of
Hegelianism, for instance, forms a cornerstone of his
philosophy. He rejected Hegel's emphasis on abstract systems
in favor of an approach that prioritized individual existence and
the subjective experience of faith. This led to his exploration of
existential themes, such as anxiety, despair, and the search
for meaning.

Another central concept is his exploration of faith. Kierkegaard
vehemently opposed a purely intellectual or rational
understanding of faith, emphasizing instead its paradoxical and
passionate nature. He argues that faith is not simply a matter
of belief but a profound commitment that involves a "leap of
faith" – a decision made despite the absence of complete
certainty. This "leap" is a fundamental aspect of his religious
philosophy, challenging the established theological
frameworks of his time. His exploration of the knight of faith in
*Fear and Trembling* exemplifies this radical commitment.

Research Sources and Scholarly
Reception
Kierkegaard's vast and complex oeuvre continues to be a rich
source of scholarly inquiry. Numerous biographies and critical
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studies have been dedicated to unpacking his philosophy, its
historical context, and its enduring relevance. His collected
works, available in multiple languages, provide access to his
complete writings. Key research sources include the various
scholarly journals dedicated to existentialism, religious studies,
and continental philosophy. The *Kierkegaard Studies
Yearbook* offers an excellent overview of current research.

The reception of Kierkegaard's work has been varied and
complex. Initially, his writings received limited attention, but his
influence grew steadily throughout the 20th century.
Existentialist thinkers, particularly Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert
Camus, acknowledged his significant contributions. His ideas
have profoundly impacted theological discourse, contributing to
a renewed focus on individual experience and the passionate
nature of faith. His influence extends to contemporary
literature, psychology, and ethics.

Resources for Further Study
For those interested in further exploring Kierkegaard's work,
several resources are readily available. Besides his complete
works, numerous introductory texts and commentaries offer
accessible entry points to his complex ideas. Online resources,
such as scholarly databases (JSTOR, Project MUSE), provide
access to a vast collection of articles and essays on
Kierkegaard. University libraries often house extensive
collections of his works and secondary literature. Engaging with
Kierkegaard requires patience and perseverance, but the
rewards are profound. The depth and complexity of his thought
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remain relevant and engaging to this day, providing fresh
perspectives on human existence and the challenges of faith.

Conclusion
Søren Kierkegaard's intellectual journey, from his engagement
with classicism to his passionate embrace of "enthusiasm,"
offers a compelling exploration of individual existence, faith,
and the complexities of human experience. His critique of
Hegelianism, his unique concepts of despair, anxiety, and the
"leap of faith," and his profound exploration of faith continue to
challenge and inspire scholars and thinkers. By exploring the
available research resources and engaging with his works, we
can gain a deeper understanding of this influential thinker and
his enduring legacy. His work remains a vibrant and engaging
conversation partner in our ongoing search for meaning and
purpose.

FAQ
Q1: What is the main difference between Kierkegaard's
early and later works?

A1: Kierkegaard's early works show the influence of Hegelian
idealism, characterized by a more systematic and abstract
approach. His later works, however, adopt a more personal and
passionate style, focusing on subjective experience and the
existential challenges of faith. The use of pseudonyms also
highlights this shift, allowing him to explore different
perspectives on the same issues.
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Q2: How did Kierkegaard influence existentialism?

A2: Kierkegaard's emphasis on individual subjectivity, anxiety,
and the search for meaning in a seemingly absurd world laid
the groundwork for existentialist philosophy. His focus on the
individual's freedom and responsibility, as well as the inherent
ambiguity of human existence, profoundly influenced later
existentialist thinkers like Sartre and Camus. His exploration of
the subjective experience of faith anticipates central themes in
existentialist thought.

Q3: What is the "leap of faith"?

A3: The "leap of faith" is a central concept in Kierkegaard's
religious philosophy. It refers to the act of committing oneself
to faith despite the absence of complete rational justification.
It's not a blind leap, but a passionate and decisive choice to
embrace faith even in the face of uncertainty and doubt. It is an
act of existential commitment, not a conclusion reached
through logical reasoning.

Q4: How can I best approach studying Kierkegaard's
works?

A4: Begin with introductory texts that provide context and
overview. Then, select a specific work that resonates with your
interests (e.g., *Fear and Trembling*, *The Sickness Unto
Death*, *Either/Or*). Read slowly and reflectively, allowing
yourself time to grapple with his often paradoxical and
challenging ideas. Consult secondary sources (commentaries,
scholarly articles) to aid your understanding.
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Q5: What are some contemporary applications of
Kierkegaard's ideas?

A5: Kierkegaard's ideas find application in various fields. In
psychotherapy, his insights into anxiety and despair are
relevant to understanding human suffering. In theology, his
emphasis on subjective faith challenges traditional approaches
to religious belief. In literature and art, his focus on the
individual's struggle for meaning inspires creative expression.
His work continues to provide valuable resources for navigating
the complexities of the human condition.

Q6: Are there any online resources dedicated to
Kierkegaard scholarship?

A6: Yes, numerous online resources exist. Scholarly databases
like JSTOR and Project MUSE contain a wealth of articles and
essays on Kierkegaard. Websites dedicated to philosophy and
religious studies often feature sections on his work. Several
universities also provide online resources related to
Kierkegaard studies. Searching for “Kierkegaard scholarly
resources” on a search engine like Google Scholar will provide
many relevant results.

Q7: What are some of the criticisms leveled against
Kierkegaard's philosophy?

A7: Some critics argue that Kierkegaard's subjective approach
lacks systematic rigor and may lead to relativism. Others find
his emphasis on faith too exclusive or potentially obscurantist.
His style, while engaging, can also be considered challenging
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and demanding. However, these criticisms do not diminish the
significance and influence of his work.

Q8: What are the key themes found throughout
Kierkegaard's work?

A8: Key recurring themes include: faith and doubt, subjectivity
and objectivity, the individual versus the collective, anxiety and
despair, the ethical and the religious, the paradox of faith, and
the importance of self-discovery and authentic living. These
themes interconnect and shape the core of his philosophical
and theological positions.

From Stoic Calm to Fervent Faith:
Navigating Kierkegaard's Journey
from Classicism to Enthusiasm
Søren Kierkegaard's philosophical odyssey, a singular journey
from the composed waters of Classicism to the turbulent depths
of religious enthusiasm, continues to fascinate scholars and
thinkers alike. This investigation delves into the essence of
Kierkegaard's thought, tracing his evolution from a calculated
engagement with classical ideals to his ardent embrace of
Christian existence. We will investigate the primary sources
fueling his intellectual development, analyze the manifold
receptions of his work, and identify key resources for further
investigation.

Kierkegaard's early writings, heavily influenced by Hegelian
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philosophy, show a clear affinity for classical ideals. He admired
the order and logic inherent in classical thought, viewing it as a
powerful framework for comprehending the world. His artistic
phase, characterized by works like "Either/Or," explores the
contradictions of human existence within this framework,
focusing on the decisions between a life of enjoyment and a life
of ethical commitment. This period uncovers a deep
engagement with reason and a delicate appreciation for
harmony.

However, Kierkegaard’s trajectory altered dramatically. He
progressively disillusioned with the constraints of purely
rational approaches to faith. He found Hegelian
systematization, with its focus on abstract concepts,
inadequate for addressing the personal and experiential nature
of religious belief. This dissatisfaction sparked a profound
change in his philosophy, leading him towards a more fervent
and subjective understanding of Christianity.

This transition is manifestly reflected in his later works, such as
"Fear and Trembling" and "The Sickness Unto Death." These
texts explore the paradox of faith, particularly the requirements
of absolute commitment to God. Kierkegaard emphasizes the
significance of individual choice, the leap of faith, and the
anguish inherent in embracing the unreasonable nature of
believing in a supernatural being. Here, reason is not rejected,
but rather transcended by a deeper form of understanding –
one based in individual experience and commitment.

Investigating Kierkegaard requires a diverse approach. His
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complete works, obtainable in various translations, offer a
wealth of primary sources. Scholarly interpretations are vital for
grasping the nuances of his complex philosophy. Investigating
secondary sources, such as biographical studies and analytical
essays, is equally important for achieving a thorough
understanding of his context and impact.

The reception of Kierkegaard's work has been diverse, ranging
from admiration to opposition. His effect on existentialism and
theological thought is indisputable. He has been praised with
affecting numerous thinkers and writers, inspiring new ways of
considering faith, existence, and the human condition.

Resources for further exploration are abundant. Numerous
academic journals and books are devoted to Kierkegaard
scholarship. Online databases and digital libraries provide
access to his complete works and a vast collection of
supporting literature. Furthermore, numerous universities offer
courses and workshops focused on Kierkegaard's thought,
providing opportunities for in-depth exploration.

In summary, Kierkegaard's journey from classicism to
enthusiasm illustrates a fascinating and significant intellectual
change. His exploration of faith, reason, and the human
condition continues to resonate with contemporary thinkers,
offering valuable insights into the complexities of faith and the
difficulties of living an authentic life. His legacy resides not only
in his profound observations, but also in his enduring effect on
theological and philosophical thought.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. What is the main difference between Kierkegaard's
early and later works? His early works show a focus on
aesthetic and ethical considerations within a broadly classical
framework. His later works shift to a passionate and subjective
exploration of faith and the individual's relationship with God,
often emphasizing the "leap of faith."

2. How did Kierkegaard's critique of Hegelianism
influence his thought? Kierkegaard rejected Hegelian
systematization, arguing it couldn't adequately address the
individual's unique experience of faith. This led him to prioritize
subjective experience and the existential aspects of belief.

3. What are some key resources for studying
Kierkegaard? Start with translations of his complete works.
Then explore scholarly commentaries, biographical studies, and
academic journals dedicated to Kierkegaard scholarship. Online
databases and university courses also provide valuable
resources.

4. What is the significance of the "leap of faith" in
Kierkegaard's philosophy? The "leap of faith" represents a
decisive commitment to belief despite the inherent absurdity of
faith, emphasizing personal choice and the paradox of believing
in something beyond reason's grasp.

5. How is Kierkegaard relevant to contemporary issues?
His emphasis on individual responsibility, the challenges of
authenticity, and the complexities of faith continue to resonate
in our time, offering insights into issues of belief, identity, and
the meaning of life.
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