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Conquer  the  GMAT:  A  Comprehensive
Review  of  the  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT
Strategy Guides
Conquering the GMAT requires a strategic approach, and a powerful tool in your arsenal is the
Manhattan  Prep  GMAT  Strategy  Guides.  This  comprehensive  set  of  books  offers  a
structured, in-depth approach to mastering each section of the test. This review delves into the
benefits, usage, strengths, and weaknesses of this popular study resource, helping you decide
if it’s the right fit for your GMAT preparation journey. We'll cover key aspects like its approach
to  GMAT  quant,  the  effectiveness  of  its  GMAT  verbal  strategies,  and  overall  value  as  a
complete  GMAT  study  package.

Benefits  of  Using  the  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT  Strategy
Guides
The Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guides stand out for several key reasons. Their strength
lies  in  their  targeted,  highly  effective  approach  to  specific  GMAT  concepts.  Unlike  some
general  test  prep  materials,  these  guides  delve  deep  into  the  intricacies  of  the  GMAT,
providing  the  conceptual  understanding  necessary  to  tackle  even  the  most  challenging
questions.

Detailed Content Explanations: Each book focuses on a specific GMAT section or topic
(e.g., Algebra, Geometry, Sentence Correction, Reading Comprehension). This focused
approach allows for a thorough exploration of each area, building a solid foundation of
knowledge. They don't just give you formulas; they explain *why* those formulas work
and how to apply them strategically.

Effective Practice Problems: Abundant practice questions, mirroring the difficulty and
style of the actual GMAT, are included throughout each guide. These aren't just random
problems; they're designed to progressively build your skills and identify areas needing
further attention. The detailed explanations provided for each question are invaluable for
learning from mistakes.

Strategic Approach to GMAT Problem-Solving: Manhattan Prep doesn't just teach
you content; it equips you with effective strategies for tackling different question types.
They  emphasize  efficient  problem-solving  techniques,  saving  you  valuable  time  during
the exam. This is particularly crucial for both GMAT quant and GMAT verbal sections.

Comprehensive Coverage: The complete set covers all sections of the GMAT, providing
a truly comprehensive preparation experience. This holistic approach ensures no aspect
of the test is neglected. This is especially beneficial for those needing to improve across
multiple sections.

Clear and Concise Writing Style:  The books are written in a clear, concise style,
making complex concepts accessible even to students with limited prior knowledge of the
topics. The explanations are easy to follow, avoiding jargon and unnecessary complexity.

How  to  Effectively  Use  the  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT
Strategy Guides
The effectiveness of the Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guides depends heavily on how
you use them. A structured approach is key to maximizing their benefits.

Start with the Fundamentals: Begin with the foundation books, focusing on building a
solid understanding of the underlying concepts before tackling more advanced topics.
Don't rush through the material; aim for thorough comprehension rather than speed.

Practice  Regularly:  Consistent  practice  is  crucial.  Work  through  all  the  practice
problems provided in each book. Analyze your mistakes carefully and identify areas
where you need further improvement.

Utilize  the  Official  GMAT  Materials:  The  Manhattan  Prep  guides  are  a  fantastic
supplement but should be used in conjunction with official GMAT practice materials (like
the  Official  Guide).  The  official  materials  provide  a  true  representation  of  the  actual
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exam.

Develop  a  Study  Plan:  Create  a  realistic  study  plan  that  allocates  sufficient  time  for
each  section.  Consistency  and  focused  effort  are  much  more  effective  than  sporadic
bursts  of  studying.

Review Regularly: Regularly review the material to solidify your understanding. Spaced
repetition is a very effective technique for long-term retention of information.

Strengths  and  Weaknesses  of  the  Manhattan  Prep
GMAT Strategy Guides
Like any study resource, the Manhattan Prep guides have their strengths and weaknesses.

Strengths:

Depth of Content: The in-depth coverage of core concepts is unparalleled.
Strategic  Approach:  The  emphasis  on  efficient  problem-solving  techniques  is
invaluable.
High-Quality Practice Problems: The practice questions are well-designed and mirror
the actual GMAT.
Detailed Explanations: The clear and concise explanations are easy to understand.

Weaknesses:

Can Be Overwhelming:  The sheer volume of information can feel overwhelming to
some students.
Price: The complete set can be expensive.
Limited Simulated Tests: While practice problems are abundant, the number of full-
length simulated tests is relatively limited. This is best addressed by supplementing with
other test prep materials.

Conclusion:  Are  the  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT  Strategy
Guides Right for You?
The  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT  Strategy  Guides  offer  a  powerful  and  effective  approach  to
GMAT preparation. Their depth of content, strategic focus, and high-quality practice problems
make  them  a  valuable  resource  for  serious  GMAT  aspirants.  However,  their  price  and
potentially overwhelming volume of information should be considered. If you are a dedicated
and self-motivated student willing to invest the time and effort required, these guides can be a
game-changer  in  your  GMAT  journey.  Remember  to  supplement  them  with  official  GMAT
materials  and  a  well-structured  study  plan  to  maximize  their  effectiveness.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Are the Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guides suitable for beginners?

A1:  Absolutely.  While  they delve into depth,  the books start  with fundamental  concepts,
making them accessible even to those with little prior knowledge of GMAT topics. The clear
explanations and progressive approach ensure a solid foundation is built before tackling more
advanced material.

Q2: How long does it typically take to work through the complete set of guides?

A2: The time required varies greatly depending on individual learning styles, prior knowledge,
and the number of hours dedicated to studying each day. A realistic estimate ranges from 3 to
6 months of dedicated study, assuming several hours of study per day.

Q3: Can I use these guides alone to prepare for the GMAT?

A3: While the guides provide comprehensive coverage, it’s advisable to supplement them with
other resources, such as official GMAT practice materials and full-length simulated tests from
other  reputable  providers.  This  ensures  a  well-rounded  preparation  that  better  reflects  the
actual  exam  experience.

Q4: What is the best way to use the practice problems in the guides?

A4: Don’t just rush through them; treat each problem as a learning opportunity. Analyze your
mistakes carefully, understand the underlying concepts, and revisit relevant sections of the
book if necessary. Focus on understanding the *why* behind the solution, not just the *how*.

Q5: Are there any alternative resources I should consider alongside the Manhattan
Prep guides?
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A5:  Yes,  supplementing  with  the  Official  GMAT  Guide,  GMATPrep  software,  and  perhaps
another test prep course or study material can provide a well-rounded approach to studying.
This helps cover multiple perspectives and solidify understanding.

Q6: Are the Manhattan Prep guides better than other GMAT prep materials?

A6:  The  effectiveness  of  any  GMAT  prep  material  depends  on  individual  learning  styles  and
needs.  While  Manhattan  Prep  offers  a  strong  and  in-depth  approach,  other  reputable
companies (Kaplan, Princeton Review, etc.) also provide excellent resources. Consider your
learning preferences and budget when making your choice.

Q7: Do the guides cover all the GMAT question types?

A7: Yes, the complete set comprehensively covers all question types for both the quantitative
and  verbal  sections  of  the  GMAT,  including  Problem  Solving,  Data  Sufficiency,  Reading
Comprehension,  Critical  Reasoning,  and  Sentence  Correction.

Q8: What is the best way to track my progress while using the Manhattan Prep
Guides?

A8:  Track your  progress  through consistent  practice  and review of  your  performance on
practice problems and simulated tests. Maintaining a detailed study log, noting strengths and
weaknesses,  can provide valuable insights.  Regularly assess your performance to identify
areas needing further focus.

Conquering the GMAT: A Deep Dive into the Manhattan
Prep Strategy Guides
The  formidable  GMAT.  Just  the  name  evokes  stress  in  many  aspiring  graduates.  This
standardized test,  a gateway to top business schools worldwide, demands comprehensive
preparation. And while many materials exist, the highly-regarded Complete GMAT Strategy
Guide  Set  from Manhattan  Prep  stands  out  as  a  leading  choice  for  those  aiming  for  a
outstanding  score.  This  article  will  investigate  this  comprehensive  collection  of  guides,
deconstructing its benefits and providing helpful strategies for maximizing its potential.

The  Manhattan  Prep  GMAT  Strategy  Guides  are  not  just  another  collection  of  practice
problems;  they are  a  systematic  and compelling  learning experience.  The set  comprises
individual guides for each section of the GMAT: Quantitative Reasoning, Verbal Reasoning,
Integrated Reasoning, and Analytical Writing Assessment. This targeted approach allows for
detailed exploration of each area, addressing specific skills and techniques.

One of the key advantages of these guides is their understandable and concise explanation of
essential  concepts.  Unlike  many  textbooks  that  overload  the  reader  with  unnecessary
information, Manhattan Prep focuses on essential principles, presenting them in an digestible
format. Each concept is explained with numerous examples, making it easier for individuals to
grasp  and  utilize  the  material.  The  guides  also  effectively  bridge  the  divide  between
theoretical  understanding  and  practical  application,  constantly  promoting  active  learning
through consistent practice problems and drills.

Furthermore, the guides'  systematic approach to problem-solving is invaluable. Instead of
simply presenting solutions, the guides highlight the process of deduction, teaching test-takers
how to analyze complex problems into smaller, more manageable parts. This critical approach
fosters a more thorough understanding of the basic principles, leading to improved problem-
solving capacities far beyond the GMAT itself.

The integrated nature of the guide set is another noteworthy attribute. While each guide
focuses on a individual GMAT section, the authors cleverly link applicable concepts across
sections. For instance, certain reading interpretation strategies from the Verbal Reasoning
guide  can  be  utilized  to  efficiently  answer  Integrated  Reasoning  questions.  This  holistic
approach reinforces learning and supports a more integrated understanding of the entire test.

Finally,  the plethora  of  practice  problems and practice  tests  included in  the set  provide
invaluable opportunities for practice and review. These problems are carefully constructed to
simulate the real GMAT in both challenge and format. This allows test-takers to pinpoint their
proficiencies and shortcomings, allowing for targeted study and enhancement.

In summary, the Manhattan Prep Complete GMAT Strategy Guide Set is a robust tool for
anyone  studying  for  the  GMAT.  Its  understandable  explanations,  strategic  approach  to
problem-solving, and substantial practice materials make it an exceptional resource for those
seeking to achieve a excellent score. By utilizing the techniques outlined in these guides and
committing  enough  time  and  energy,  future  business  school  graduates  can  confidently  face
the GMAT and obtain their academic goals.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1.  Are  these  guides  suitable  for  beginners?  Yes,  the  guides  are  designed  to  be
understandable  to  beginners  while  also  providing sufficient  complexity  for  more experienced
students.

2. How much time should I dedicate to studying with these guides? The amount of
time  required  differs  depending  on  your  initial  score  and  your  desired  score.  However,  a
committed  study  plan  of  several  months  is  generally  recommended.

3. Can I use these guides in conjunction with other GMAT preparation materials?
Absolutely.  These  guides  can  be  effectively  used  alongside  other  materials  to  create  a  well-
rounded preparation strategy.

4. Are the practice problems representative of the actual GMAT?  Yes, the practice
problems  are  carefully  designed  to  replicate  the  difficulty  and  format  of  the  actual  GMAT,
providing  valuable  practice  and  assessment  opportunities.
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