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S.P. Varma's *Modern Political Theory*,
published in 1999 (ISBN: 0706986822),
remains a significant contribution to the
understanding of political thought. This
comprehensive text offers a nuanced
exploration of key concepts and thinkers that
shaped modern political philosophy. This
article delves into the book's content,
highlighting its key features, analyzing its
strengths and weaknesses, and exploring its
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continuing relevance in contemporary
political discourse. We will examine its
treatment of liberal thought, its exploration
of Marxist theory, its discussion of political
ideologies, and its contribution to
understanding post-colonial political
thought. Finally, we will touch on its
pedagogical value for students of political
science.

A Synopsis of Varma's
*Modern Political Theory*

Varma's book isn't just a chronological
account of modern political thought; it's a
critical engagement with the major themes
and debates that have shaped the discipline.
The book meticulously traces the evolution of
political theory from the Enlightenment
onwards, meticulously examining the
contributions of influential thinkers like
Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Marx, Mill, and
contemporary theorists. Rather than simply
presenting a biographical overview of these
figures, Varma analyzes their arguments,
identifies their strengths and weaknesses,
and situates them within their historical
context. This contextualization is crucial,
preventing a simplistic understanding of

Modern Political Theory S P Varma 1999 0706986822



Modern Political Theory S P Varma 1999
0706986822

these complex ideas.

The text excels in its clear and concise
exposition of complex theories. Varma
skillfully unpacks intricate concepts, making
them accessible to students with varying
levels of prior knowledge. He masterfully
avoids jargon, preferring clear and precise
language that facilitates understanding. The
book's structure, while chronological, allows
for thematic connections between different
thinkers and schools of thought, encouraging
a comparative analysis that enhances
comprehension.

Key Thinkers and Concepts
Explored

Varma's work provides a detailed analysis of
various political ideologies, including
liberalism, socialism, Marxism, and fascism.
The treatment of liberal thought, for
instance, extends beyond a mere discussion
of individual rights and freedoms. It delves
into the nuances of different liberal
traditions, highlighting the debates between
classical and modern liberalism, and
exploring the tension between individual
liberty and social justice.
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Similarly, the section on Marxist theory
goes beyond a simplistic presentation of
Marx's critique of capitalism. Varma skillfully
unravels the complex layers of Marx's
thought, addressing the historical
materialism, the theory of class struggle, and
the concept of alienation. Furthermore, he
analyzes the diverse interpretations and
applications of Marxism throughout history,
including various forms of socialism and
communism.

The book's discussion of political ideologies
isn't simply a descriptive overview; it's a
critical examination of their underlying
assumptions, internal contradictions, and
real-world applications. This critical approach
encourages students to engage actively with
the material and develop their own informed
opinions.

The inclusion of post-colonial political
thought, although perhaps not as extensive
as in more contemporary texts, represents a
significant contribution, recognizing the need
to address the political realities of formerly
colonized nations.
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Pedagogical Value and
Strengths

One of the major strengths of *Modern
Political Theory* is its pedagogical value. Its
clear, concise writing style makes it an ideal
textbook for undergraduate students. The
book’s structure, its use of illustrative
examples, and its inclusion of discussion
questions make it an effective tool for both
self-study and classroom use. The inclusion of
summaries at the end of each chapter aids in
retention and review. The book's emphasis on
critical analysis encourages students to
engage actively with the material, fostering a
deeper understanding of the subject matter.
The author's commitment to clarity and
accessibility makes complex political
concepts understandable and engaging.

Limitations and Areas for
Improvement

While Varma's *Modern Political Theory*
offers a comprehensive overview of the
subject, some aspects could benefit from
further development. Given the book's
publication date (1999), the inclusion of more
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contemporary theoretical perspectives,
particularly those stemming from feminism,
post-structuralism, and environmental
political theory, would enhance its relevance
for today's students. A more in-depth
exploration of global political issues,
including globalization and the rise of new
political movements, could also strengthen
the text.

Conclusion

S.P. Varma's *Modern Political Theory*
(1999) remains a valuable resource for
understanding the evolution and complexities
of modern political thought. While certain
aspects could benefit from updates reflecting
contemporary developments, its clear writing
style, comprehensive coverage of key
thinkers and concepts, and its emphasis on
critical analysis make it a valuable
contribution to the field. The book's enduring
relevance lies in its ability to introduce
students to the fundamental debates and
enduring questions that continue to shape
our understanding of politics today. Its
pedagogical strengths and critical approach
make it an essential text for anyone seeking a
robust introduction to modern political
theory.
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FAQ

Q1: What are the main themes addressed
in Varma's book?

Al: The book addresses major themes such as
the evolution of liberal thought, the critiques
of capitalism offered by Marxist theory, the
nature of different political ideologies, and
the challenges of applying these theories in
the real world. It also touches upon the
emergence of post-colonial thought, though
perhaps not as extensively as later texts.

Q2: Who is the target audience for this
book?

A2: The primary target audience is
undergraduate students taking introductory
courses in political theory. However, anyone
interested in gaining a solid understanding of
the major figures and debates in modern
political thought will find the book useful.

Q3: How does Varma's book compare to
other texts on modern political theory?

A3: Compared to more recent texts, Varma's
book might lack the extensive treatment of
contemporary theories like post-structuralism
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or eco-political thought. However, its clarity
and comprehensive overview of foundational
thinkers and concepts remain strengths. It
offers a solid foundation upon which further
studies can be built.

Q4: Is the book suitable for self-study?

A4: Absolutely. The clear writing style and
well-structured chapters make the book
highly accessible for self-study. The inclusion
of chapter summaries and discussion
questions further aids in comprehension and
retention.

Q5: What are the book’s strengths and
weaknesses?

A5: Strengths include its clarity,
comprehensive coverage of key thinkers and
concepts, and its pedagogical effectiveness.
Weaknesses include a relative lack of focus
on contemporary theoretical developments
and a potentially limited treatment of global
political issues.

Q6: How does the book engage with
different perspectives within political
theory?

A6: Varma presents different perspectives
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within political theory not just descriptively
but critically, highlighting the debates and
tensions between various schools of thought.
This encourages active engagement from the
reader, promoting a deeper understanding of
the complexities of political theory.

Q7: Where can I purchase a copy of this
book?

A7: Used copies can often be found through
online retailers such as Amazon or Abebooks.
You might also find it in university libraries.

Q8: Is there a newer edition of this book?

A8: To our knowledge, there is no newer
edition of this specific book. However, many
updated texts on modern political theory are
available that incorporate more recent
scholarship.

Delving into the Depths of Modern Political
Theory: A Comprehensive Look at S.P.
Varma's 1999 Text

S.P. Varma's 1999 publication, *Modern
Political Theory* (ISBN: 0706986822), stands
as a significant contribution to the realm of
political science. This compendium offers a
thorough exploration of the development of
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political thought from the late 18th period to
the present day. Rather than simply
presenting a sequential account, Varma
masterfully weaves together varied
theoretical perspectives, illuminating their
links and differences. This profound analysis
makes the book an invaluable resource for
researchers and anyone desiring a solid
understanding of modern political theory.

The volume's power lies in its ability to
synthesize intricate ideas into a logical
narrative. Varma skillfully maneuvers the
chaotic waters of belief systems, ranging
from liberalism and socialism to feminism and
post-structuralism. He fails to merely
reiterate the views of prominent thinkers;
instead, he analytically assesses their
arguments, identifying their merits and
weaknesses. This evaluative approach
promotes active engagement, provoking the
reader to form their own informed opinions.

Varma's presentation of key concepts is
extraordinarily clear and understandable. He
uses lucid language, avoiding terminology
wherever practicable. This makes the book
appropriate for a wide spectrum of readers,
from beginning students to seasoned
academics. The text also incorporates several
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instances from history and current politics,
which serve to explain abstract ideas and
make them more pertinent to the reader's
understanding.

For instance, Varma's treatment of liberalism
isn't just a uninspired recitation of theoretical
frameworks. He relates it to past
developments, such as the ascension of
democratic institutions and the battle for civil
freedoms. Similarly, his exploration of
socialism explores into its various
interpretations, from Marxist-Leninist
absolutism to democratic socialism,
meticulously differentiating their similarities
and divergences. This nuanced approach
prevents reductionism and stimulates a more
refined grasp of these complex philosophies.

The text's merit extends beyond its mental
engagement. It also provides a practical
framework for evaluating current political
phenomena. By understanding the underlying
principles of various political theories,
readers can better understand the incentives
behind political actions and anticipate their
likely results.

In conclusion, S.P. Varma's *Modern Political

Theory* is a exceptional achievement. It is a
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must-read book for anyone seriously
interested in comprehending the nuances of
modern political thought. Its lucid prose,
analytic approach, and abundant instances
make it an comprehensible yet provocative
instrument for researchers at all levels of
expertise.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this book suitable for beginners
in political science? A: Absolutely. Varma's
writing style is clear and accessible, making it
a great introduction to the field. The book
avoids overly technical jargon and
incorporates plenty of examples to make
complex concepts easier to grasp.

2. Q: What are the main theoretical
perspectives covered in the book? A: The
book comprehensively covers major modern
political theories including liberalism,
socialism, Marxism, feminism, anarchism, and
post-structuralism, among others. It analyzes
their historical development and key thinkers
associated with each perspective.

3. Q: How does Varma's book differ from
other texts on modern political theory? A:
Varma's approach is particularly notable for
its critical and comparative analysis. He
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doesn't just present theories in isolation, but
explores their interconnections, contrasts,
and applications to contemporary political
issues. This comparative approach provides a
more nuanced understanding than many
other textbooks.

4. Q: What are some practical
applications of understanding modern
political theory? A: A strong grasp of
modern political theory helps one to better
analyze current events, understand political
motivations, engage in informed political
discourse, and critically evaluate political
arguments and ideologies. It also informs
effective civic engagement and participation.
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