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Making America: A History of the United States, Volume
2 Since 1865 - A Concise Overview

Understanding the complexities of American history since the Civil War is crucial for comprehending the nation's present.
*Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2 Since 1865*, even in its brief format, provides a valuable
framework for navigating this intricate period. This article delves into the key aspects of this abridged history, exploring its
strengths, limitations, and overall contribution to our understanding of post-Civil War America. We will examine its coverage
of Reconstruction, the rise of industrialization, and the progressive era, all crucial components of American history.

Introduction: A Nation Reforged

The period following the Civil War (1865-present) represents a pivotal chapter in American history. *Making America: A
History of the United States, Volume 2 Since 1865* attempts to condense this vast and multifaceted era into a manageable and
accessible narrative. The book confronts the challenges of summarizing decades of momentous events, including
Reconstruction, industrialization, the rise of big business, progressive reforms, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, the Civil
Rights Movement, and the ongoing struggles for social justice and equality. The brevity necessitates selective focus, and
understanding this inherent limitation is key to appreciating its value.

Key Themes and Coverage in "Making America"

This concise history likely focuses on several overarching themes. Here are some key aspects we can expect to find covered:
### Reconstruction and its Aftermath (1865-1877):

This period is critical, examining the attempted reunification of a fractured nation. The book will likely explore the successes
and failures of Reconstruction, analyzing the challenges of integrating formerly enslaved people into society, the rise of white
supremacist resistance, and the eventual withdrawal of federal troops from the South. This section will likely touch on the
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments and their lasting impact—or lack thereof—on American society. Understanding this period is
crucial for understanding the persistent racial inequalities that continue to shape the United States.

##+# The Gilded Age and Industrialization (1877-1900):

This era witnessed unprecedented industrial growth, fueled by technological advancements and westward expansion. The
book will likely discuss the rise of powerful industrialists like Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller, the growth of
monopolies and trusts, and the resulting social and economic inequalities. The impact of this period on labor movements,
immigration, and urbanization will likely feature prominently, highlighting the struggles of workers and the growing gap
between the rich and the poor. Key concepts like laissez-faire economics will be explored within this context.

##4# The Progressive Era and World Wars (1900-1945):

This section would likely examine the progressive movement's attempts to address the social and economic problems created
by rapid industrialization. Key figures like Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson will likely be discussed, along with
important reforms aiming to curb corporate power, improve working conditions, and expand suffrage. The book would then
transition to the two World Wars, detailing America's involvement, its impact on the global landscape, and its effect on the
home front. The rise of the United States as a global superpower is a critical narrative thread within this section.

### The Cold War and the Civil Rights Movement (1945-1980):

This pivotal era saw the rise of the Cold War, the space race, and the Civil Rights Movement. The book will likely explore the
domestic and international ramifications of the Cold War, the struggle for racial equality spearheaded by figures like Martin
Luther King Jr., and the ongoing fight for social justice. The impact of these events on American society and foreign policy will
be explored in detail.

##+# The Late 20th and Early 21st Centuries (1980-Present):

This section would address the complexities of post-Cold War America, focusing on globalization, technological advancements,
ongoing struggles for social and economic justice, and emerging political and social challenges. The book will likely touch
upon significant events such as the end of the Cold War, the rise of conservatism, economic globalization, and the ongoing
debates surrounding issues like immigration and healthcare.
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Benefits of Using a Concise History Like "Making America"

The value of *Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2 Since 1865* lies in its accessibility. A brief history can
provide a crucial overview, serving as a solid foundation before delving into more specialized texts. Its concise nature allows
for a broader understanding of the chronological flow of events and the interconnections between different periods and
themes. This is particularly beneficial for students, general readers, or anyone seeking a quick yet informative grasp of this
complex historical period.

Potential Limitations of a Brief History

Naturally, brevity comes at a cost. A condensed narrative may necessitate simplification or omission of crucial details and
nuanced perspectives. The selection of events and interpretations presented reflects the author's choices, which might lead to
a certain bias. Therefore, it's essential to supplement this concise version with further reading and research to gain a more
complete and multifaceted understanding.

Conclusion: A Valuable Starting Point

*Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2 Since 1865*, despite its condensed format, offers a valuable
introduction to a crucial period in American history. It serves as an effective overview, laying the groundwork for further
exploration and providing a solid understanding of the major events, themes, and figures that shaped the United States from
1865 to the present day. While limitations exist inherent in its brevity, its accessibility makes it a useful starting point for
anyone seeking to navigate this complex historical narrative.

FAQ

Q1: What is the scope of *Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2 Since 1865*?

Al: The scope covers the history of the United States from the end of the Civil War in 1865 to the present day. While a "brief"
version, it aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the major events, social movements, and political developments during
this period, encompassing Reconstruction, industrialization, the World Wars, the Cold War, and the Civil Rights Movement.

Q2: Is this book suitable for academic use?

A2: While *Making America* can be a valuable introductory resource for college students, it shouldn't be relied on solely for
academic papers. Its brevity might necessitate further research using more detailed scholarly sources to support arguments
and interpretations.

Q3: What are the strengths of a brief history like this?

A3: Its primary strength is accessibility. It provides a broad overview of a complex period, allowing readers to grasp the
chronological flow of events and the connections between different eras. It's ideal for readers with limited time or prior
knowledge of this period.

Q4: What are its limitations?

A4: Due to its brevity, it may lack the depth and nuance found in longer, more comprehensive histories. Certain events or
perspectives might be simplified or omitted, potentially resulting in an incomplete picture.

Q5: How does this book compare to other histories of the United States?

A5: Compared to multi-volume works, *Making America* provides a significantly more concise narrative. It serves as a useful
introduction or companion to longer, more detailed accounts, allowing for a broader comprehension of the subject matter
before diving into more in-depth analyses.

Q6: Who is the target audience for this book?

A6: The target audience is broad, including students needing a general overview, general readers interested in American
history, and anyone seeking a concise yet informative introduction to the post-Civil War era.

Q7: Where can I find this book?

A7: The book's availability will depend on the specific edition and publisher. You can likely find it at major online retailers like
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and possibly through your local library.

Q8: What are some suggested further readings to complement this book?

A8: To gain a more in-depth understanding, readers should consult more detailed historical works focusing on specific periods
or themes within the post-Civil War era. Consulting works on Reconstruction, the Progressive Era, the Cold War, and the Civil
Rights Movement would be beneficial. Scholarly journals and articles can also provide more nuanced interpretations and
perspectives.

Making America A History Of The United States Volume 2 Since 1865 Brief



Making America A History Of The United States Volume 2 Since 1865 Brief

Delving into the Post-Civil War Era: A Critical Examination of "Making
America: A History of the United States, Volume 2, Since 1865"

"Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2, Since 1865" offers a fascinating narrative of a crucial period in
American history. This summary edition tackles the challenging events following the Civil War, offering a concise yet insightful
overview of transformative social, political, and economic shifts. This article aims to examine the book's advantages and
shortcomings, providing readers with a greater grasp of its substance and its position within the broader landscape of
American historical scholarship.

The book's power lies in its capacity to summarize a vast amount of information into a reasonably short length. It effectively
navigates the multifaceted aspects of post-Civil War America, from Reconstruction and its ultimate failure to the rise of
industrialization and the progressive era. It skillfully relates these disparate events, illustrating how they intertwined to shape
the country's destiny.

The discussion of Reconstruction proves particularly valuable. The book precisely portrays the aspirations and deficiencies of
this pivotal period, highlighting the difficulties faced by both African Americans and white Southerners. Cases of political
maneuvering, economic exploitation, and the enduring legacy of racial prejudice are clearly presented. However, some critics
might contend that the book's brevity demands certain leaving out of detailed accounts of unique experiences, perhaps
resulting in a less detailed portrayal of certain events.

The text's coverage of the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era is equally remarkable. It effectively portrays the remarkable
economic growth, social imbalance, and political corruption that marked this period. The rise of industrial tycoons, the
expansion of labor movements, and the emergence of progressive reformers are all examined with care. The book effectively
employs analogies, such as comparing the rapid industrialization to a runaway train, making difficult concepts more
comprehensible to the average reader.

Despite, the brief nature of the book means that certain matters receive limited focus than others. The experiences of
marginalized groups, for example, could benefit from more exploration. Similarly, the book's ending could benefit from a more
in-depth analysis of the long-term impact of the historical trends examined.

In closing, "Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2, Since 1865" provides a useful and readable overview of
a significant period in American history. While its brevity necessarily leads to certain omissions, its strengths lie in its ability to
summarize a vast amount of information in a clear and engaging manner. Its worth extends to students, casual readers, and
anyone seeking a strong grounding in this critical period of American history. For educators, its concise nature makes it ideal
as supplemental reading or a springboard for further study.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this book suitable for high school students? A: Yes, its accessibility and clear writing style make it suitable,
though supplemental materials might be beneficial for deeper understanding.

2. Q: How does this book compare to other comprehensive histories of the United States? A: This is a briefer, more
concise version, ideal for a quick overview, while other works delve into greater detail on specific topics.

3. Q: Does the book address controversial topics? A: Yes, it tackles complex and sometimes contentious issues like
Reconstruction, the rise of industrial capitalism, and racial inequality.

4. Q: What are some potential follow-up readings? A: Depending on your interests, you could explore books specializing in
Reconstruction, the Progressive Era, or specific aspects of the post-Civil War economy and society.
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