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Delving Deep into Morris
Gleitzman's "Once": A Unit of Work
for Young Readers
Morris Gleitzman's "Once" isn't just a children's book; it's a powerful and poignant
exploration of the Holocaust experienced through the eyes of a young boy. This
article will delve into the intricacies of "Once," examining its narrative structure,
thematic elements, stylistic choices, and lasting impact, effectively showcasing it
as a rich unit of work for educators and readers alike. We will explore aspects
such as the narrative voice, the impact of historical fiction, themes of
resilience and hope, and the power of storytelling, all contributing to its
effectiveness as a unit of study.

Understanding the Narrative Structure and
Voice
"Once" employs a first-person narrative perspective, placing the reader directly
into the mind and experiences of Felix, a young Jewish boy living in Nazi-occupied
Poland. This intimate perspective allows Gleitzman to effectively convey the
emotional turmoil, fear, and resilience of a child grappling with unimaginable
circumstances. The simple, yet evocative language mirrors Felix's age and
understanding, making the horrific events relatable and accessible to young
readers without being overly graphic. The narrative voice is crucial to the
book's success, fostering empathy and understanding. The story unfolds
chronologically, offering a clear timeline of Felix's experiences, which enhances
its accessibility for classroom use.

Exploring Key Themes: Resilience, Hope, and
the Power of Storytelling
Several powerful themes intertwine throughout "Once," making it a compelling
unit of study. The most prominent is the theme of resilience. Felix, despite
facing unimaginable hardships, demonstrates incredible strength and courage.
He maintains his spirit, his hope, and his belief in a better future, even in the
darkest of times. This theme resonates deeply with young readers, demonstrating
that even in the face of adversity, hope can endure. Furthermore, the book
highlights the power of storytelling. Felix’s grandmother’s stories provide him
comfort and a connection to his heritage, illustrating the significance of
preserving memory and identity during times of oppression. These stories act as
a form of resistance against the attempts to erase Jewish culture and history. This
exploration of historical fiction demonstrates the importance of confronting
difficult historical realities in an age-appropriate manner.

Gleitzman's Stylistic Choices and Their Impact
Gleitzman's masterful use of language significantly contributes to "Once"'s
impact. The straightforward prose, combined with the occasional use of humor
and Felix's childlike observations, prevents the narrative from becoming overly
somber or overwhelming. This balance makes the book accessible and engaging



Morris Gleitzman Once Unit Of Work

Morris Gleitzman Once Unit Of Work
2

for its target audience while never diminishing the gravity of the historical
context. The author successfully avoids graphic descriptions of violence, relying
instead on subtle implications and Felix’s emotional responses to convey the
horrors of the Holocaust. This stylistic choice is crucial in making the book
suitable for young readers while retaining its emotional power. This delicate
balance of stark reality and childlike perspective is one of the book's defining
features and a crucial element when using "Once" as a unit of work.

"Once" in the Classroom: Practical
Implementation Strategies
"Once" offers countless opportunities for classroom discussion and activities.
Teachers can utilize the book to explore various curriculum areas, including
history, literature, language arts, and social studies. Possible activities include:

Journaling: Students can write from Felix’s perspective, exploring his
thoughts and feelings at different points in the narrative.
Creative Writing: Students can create their own short stories inspired by
Felix's experiences, exploring themes of resilience, hope, and the
importance of family.
Research Projects: Students can investigate the historical context of the
Holocaust, researching key events and figures.
Art Projects: Students can create visual representations of Felix's
experiences, using different media to express their understanding of the
story.
Discussions: Facilitating classroom discussions about the themes of the
book promotes critical thinking and empathy among students.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy
"Once" stands as a testament to the power of children's literature to address
complex and challenging historical events. Through its poignant narrative,
compelling characters, and thoughtful exploration of key themes, the book serves
as a powerful tool for educating young readers about the Holocaust and fostering
empathy and understanding. Its accessibility, coupled with its profound emotional
impact, makes it a highly effective unit of work for educators seeking to engage
students in meaningful discussions about history, human rights, and the enduring
power of hope. It's a book that stays with you long after you turn the final page,
prompting reflection and conversation—a crucial element in effective educational
engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What is the age appropriateness of "Once"?

A1: "Once" is generally considered suitable for readers aged 9 and up. However,
the appropriateness should be assessed based on the individual child's maturity
level and sensitivity to potentially upsetting themes. Parental guidance may be
beneficial for younger or more sensitive readers.

Q2: How can I use "Once" to teach about the Holocaust without
overwhelming young readers?

A2: Gleitzman masterfully handles the sensitive subject matter by focusing on
Felix's emotional journey and experiences rather than graphic descriptions of
violence. Using age-appropriate language and focusing on discussions around
resilience, hope, and the importance of family can help educators navigate the
sensitive topics effectively.
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Q3: What are some alternative books that explore similar themes?

A3: Other books that explore similar themes of the Holocaust and resilience
include "The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas" by John Boyne and "Number the Stars"
by Lois Lowry. These offer different perspectives and approaches to the same
historical period.

Q4: How does the book contribute to historical understanding?

A4: "Once" provides a powerful personal perspective on the Holocaust,
supplementing historical accounts with a human element. It helps readers
understand the impact of the events on individuals, families, and communities,
bringing a more tangible and emotional understanding to this significant
historical event.

Q5: What are some common misconceptions about the Holocaust that
"Once" helps dispel?

A5: "Once" helps dispel the misconception that children were unaffected by the
Holocaust. Felix's experiences highlight the profound impact the events had on
children and their families, illustrating the widespread suffering and loss.

Q6: What makes "Once" a unique contribution to Holocaust literature for
young readers?

A6: The book's unique strength lies in its ability to balance the gravity of the
historical context with a child's perspective, making it both emotionally engaging
and accessible for younger readers. The combination of simplicity and profundity
sets it apart.

Q7: How can educators assess student understanding after studying
"Once"?

A7: Assessment can involve written responses to discussion prompts, creative
projects reflecting the book’s themes, and presentations summarizing key events
or characters. Observing student participation in class discussions is also a
valuable assessment tool.

Q8: What are the limitations of using "Once" as a sole source of
information about the Holocaust?

A8: While "Once" offers a valuable perspective, it's crucial to supplement it with
other historical resources to provide a broader understanding of the Holocaust's
complexities and diverse experiences. It is just one story within a vast and
multifaceted historical tragedy.

Delving into the Profound Realities of Morris Gleitzman's Singular Creation

Morris Gleitzman's "Once" isn't merely a book; it's a moving investigation of
childhood, resilience, and the enduring force of the human heart. This
unforgettable account follows Felix, a young boy living under the oppressive
burden of the Nazi regime in Poland. Through Gleitzman's expert pen, "Once"
becomes a portal into a grim time in history, yet manages to illuminate the
brightness of the human spirit even in the face of terrible adversity.

The tale unfolds through Felix's eyes, offering readers an close insight of his
experiences. We see his difficulties to cope with the altering world around him,
the gradual loss of his naivety, and the constant threat to his well-being.
Gleitzman masterfully uses simple prose, creating a immediate connection
between the reader and Felix. The clarity of the language, however, belies the
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nuance of the themes explored.

One of the most striking aspects of "Once" is its ability to portray the atrocities of
war without resorting to graphic descriptions. Gleitzman instead focuses on the
psychological effect of the struggle on Felix and those around him. We witness
the subtle changes in their attitude, the growing dread, and the gradual decay of
their hope. This approach allows the reader to engage with the story on an
emotional level, making the impact even more powerful.

Furthermore, "Once" is not just a story about hardship; it's also a story about
endurance. Felix's power to endure despite the intense odds is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit. His innocence remains even in the darkest of
moments, offering a hope of optimism amidst the despair. This makes "Once" not
just a historical narrative, but also a tribute to the human heart's unwavering
ability to discover contentment even in the most difficult of circumstances.

The story's resolution is both heartbreaking and uplifting. While Felix's
experiences are undeniably difficult, the story leaves the reader with a
impression of renewal and the promise of a brighter future. This refined balance
between misery and optimism is a characteristic of Gleitzman's style.

In conclusion, Morris Gleitzman's "Once" is a important novel for anyone who
desires to grasp the influence of historical events on people and the enduring
power of the human soul. Its clear yet moving narrative leaves a lasting
impression on the reader, prompting contemplation on themes of resilience, faith,
and the significance of remembrance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is "Once" appropriate for young readers?

A1: While the book tackles with grave themes, its suitability depends on the
specific child's maturity level. Parents should examine the book before deciding if
it's suitable for their child.

Q2: What is the general message of "Once"?

A2: The primary lesson is the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
adversity. Even amid unimaginable hardship, faith and compassion can endure.

Q3: How does Gleitzman's prose contribute to the story's influence?

A3: Gleitzman's clear prose creates an powerful connection with the reader,
allowing them to relate deeply with Felix's experiences. The unpretentiousness
enhances the emotional impact of the tale.

Q4: Are there other books by Morris Gleitzman similar to "Once"?

A4: Yes, Gleitzman has written a series of books featuring Felix, including "Then,"
and "Now," which continue the story and explore further his journey and the
ongoing effects of his experiences. These are also recommended books for
readers touched by "Once".
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