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Ducati 860, 900, and Mille: A
Comprehensive Guide (The Unofficial
Bible)
For Ducati enthusiasts, the legendary air-cooled twins – the 860 GTS, the 900SS, and the
mighty Mille – represent more than just motorcycles; they represent a lineage of performance,
style, and raw emotion. This article serves as a comprehensive guide, an unofficial "bible" if
you will, exploring these iconic machines, their history, their characteristics, and what makes
them so desirable even today. We'll delve into the unique features of each model, exploring
topics like engine specifications, maintenance, and the passionate Ducati community
surrounding these beauties. We'll also touch upon the value and collectibility of these
classic Ducatis.

The Genesis of Icons: A Historical Overview
The Ducati 860 GTS, launched in 1974, marked a significant step forward for the Bologna-
based manufacturer. It represented a refined and more powerful evolution of earlier models,
setting the stage for the legendary 900SS. This powerful machine, arriving in 1973, solidified
Ducati's reputation for performance and beauty. The 900SS, with its distinctive lines and
potent engine, became a benchmark for sport motorcycles. The evolution continued with the
arrival of the Ducati 900SS, then later the Mille, boasting increased power and improved
handling. These machines weren't just transportation; they were statements. They
represented a potent blend of Italian engineering and design, showcasing a raw, visceral
power that captivated riders. The simplicity of their mechanical design, coupled with their
thrilling performance, fostered a devoted following that continues to this day. This inherent
mechanical simplicity also makes them relatively straightforward to maintain, although finding
specialized parts can sometimes present a challenge.

Understanding the Differences: 860 GTS, 900SS, and
Mille
While sharing a common lineage, the 860 GTS, 900SS, and Mille each possess unique
characteristics. The 860 GTS, with its 864cc air-cooled L-twin engine, provided a comfortable
and reliable ride. Its character was more relaxed compared to its successors, yet still delivered
a thrilling experience. The 900SS, featuring a larger 904cc engine, offered a significant jump in
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power and responsiveness, establishing itself as a true sportbike. Finally, the Mille (often
referred to as the 916, but for the purpose of this article focusing on air-cooled models, we’ll
refer to this as the Mille) represented the pinnacle of air-cooled Ducati performance before the
transition to liquid cooling. This represents a significant evolution in terms of power delivery,
handling, and overall refinement. The differences extend beyond the engine; each model
boasts unique styling cues, with subtle (and sometimes significant) variations in the chassis,
suspension, and braking systems. The evolution of these models is a fascinating study in
iterative design improvements, culminating in a masterpiece of engineering.

Maintenance and Restoration: Keeping the Legacy Alive
Owning a classic Ducati requires a commitment to maintenance. These bikes, while robust, are
not without their quirks. Regularly scheduled maintenance, including valve adjustments,
carburetor synchronization, and careful attention to the electrical system, is crucial for
maintaining optimal performance and reliability. The availability of parts can be a
consideration; while many common parts are readily available, finding specialized components
might require some searching. The passionate Ducati community, however, provides a vast
network of support, with forums and online resources dedicated to these classic models.
Restoration projects are common, with many owners undertaking significant overhauls to
return these beauties to their former glory. This dedication to preservation underscores the
lasting appeal of these iconic machines. The process, while potentially time-consuming and
requiring specialized knowledge, is incredibly rewarding, offering a deep connection with the
machine's history and engineering.

Value and Collectibility: An Investment in History
The Ducati 860, 900, and Mille are not just motorcycles; they are investments. Their historical
significance, combined with their enduring appeal, means these machines appreciate in value
over time, particularly well-maintained and original examples. Their collectibility is undeniable,
with pristine specimens fetching high prices at auctions and amongst private collectors. This
makes understanding the market and the condition of a particular bike crucial before
purchasing. However, owning one is about more than just financial return; it's about owning a
piece of motorcycle history, a connection to a legacy of Italian craftsmanship and passionate
riding.

Conclusion: A Testament to Italian Engineering
The Ducati 860, 900, and Mille represent more than just a timeline of motorcycle development;
they are a testament to Ducati's commitment to performance, style, and engineering
excellence. Understanding their nuances, history, and the community that surrounds them is
vital to truly appreciating these iconic machines. Whether you are a seasoned mechanic or a
passionate enthusiast, these machines offer a unique and rewarding ownership experience.
Their enduring appeal lies not only in their performance but also in the emotional connection
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they forge with their riders.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What are the major differences between the 860 GTS and the 900SS?

A1: The primary difference lies in the engine displacement – the 900SS boasts a larger, more
powerful engine, resulting in significantly improved performance. The 900SS also typically
features upgraded suspension and braking components, reflecting its sportier intent. The
styling also differs, with the 900SS having more aggressive lines.

Q2: How difficult is it to maintain a Ducati 860, 900, or Mille?

A2: While not overly complex, maintaining these bikes requires some mechanical aptitude and
familiarity with classic motorcycle technology. Valve adjustments, carburetor synchronization,
and electrical system checks are crucial for reliable operation. Access to a workshop manual
and a network of knowledgeable enthusiasts is highly recommended.

Q3: Where can I find parts for these classic Ducatis?

A3: A variety of sources exist, including specialized Ducati parts suppliers, online
marketplaces, and classic motorcycle parts breakers. However, finding some parts, particularly
those that are no longer produced, can require patience and research.

Q4: Are these motorcycles suitable for everyday riding?

A4: While entirely possible, using these classic bikes as daily riders is not ideal. Their comfort
levels are less refined than modern machines, and maintenance needs may interfere with daily
commutes. They are better suited for weekend rides or special occasions.

Q5: How much does a well-maintained Ducati 860, 900, or Mille typically cost?

A5: The price varies greatly depending on the model, condition, and originality. Expect to pay
a significant premium for pristine, low-mileage examples, with prices ranging from several
thousand dollars to well over twenty thousand for exceptional machines.

Q6: What makes the Ducati Mille so special?

A6: The Mille (again referring to the air-cooled version) represents the apex of Ducati’s air-
cooled twin performance. It was a refined, powerful, and beautifully styled machine, combining
high-performance capabilities with a level of refinement not seen in its predecessors.

Q7: What should I look for when buying a used Ducati 860, 900, or Mille?

A7: A thorough inspection is essential. Check for rust, signs of accidents, and evidence of
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proper maintenance. Pay close attention to the engine, electrical system, and suspension
components. A pre-purchase inspection by a qualified mechanic is highly recommended.

Q8: What kind of riding experience can I expect from these motorcycles?

A8: Expect a thrilling and visceral riding experience. These machines offer raw power delivery,
a responsive engine, and a connection to the road rarely found in modern machines. Be
prepared for a more demanding and engaging riding experience than that offered by modern
motorcycles.

The Ducati 860, 900, and Mille: A Deep Dive into the
Repair Bible
The sphere of classic Italian motorcycles contains a distinct position for Ducati. Their strong
engines, beautiful designs, and fiery character possess captivated enthusiasts for years. Within
this fascinating legacy, the Ducati 860, 900, and Mille machines hold a important spot. And for
those searching the ultimate reference to maintaining these iconic machines, the "Ducati 860,
900, and Mille Bible" emerges as an essential tool.

This piece investigates thoroughly into this crucial book, assessing its content, layout, and
complete usefulness to as well as seasoned mechanics and budding riders. We'll uncover how
this tool allows a deeper appreciation of these exceptional motorcycles and enables individuals
to successfully restore them.

The Bible's structure is thoughtfully planned. It generally begins with an overview of the bikes'
evolution, including design features and production details. This chapter commonly features
background pictures and specifications that give important context.

Subsequent parts methodically deal with various components of the motorcycles, from the
engine and gearbox to the wiring system and structure. Each piece is analyzed in detail, with
clear drawings and thorough procedures for servicing and troubleshooting. The language used
is usually comprehensible to readers with different degrees of engineering knowledge.

Beyond fundamental repair, the book often contains sophisticated matters such as engine
repairs, wiring repair, and modification methods. This constitutes it an invaluable tool not only
for regular maintenance but also for significantly complex undertakings.

The Ducati 860, 900, and Mille Bible's power resides in its actionable approach. It's not just a
abstract discussion; it's a practical guide that enables riders to assume responsibility of their
bikes. The comprehensive guides, backed up by clear images, reduce the chance of failures
and enable a efficient servicing process.

Furthermore, the book's value encompasses beyond the mechanical components. It frequently
includes background information on the evolution of the machines, sharing insights into the
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engineering decisions and manufacturing processes. This contributes a deeper knowledge for
the legacy of these mythical machines.

In summary, the Ducati 860, 900, and Mille Bible acts as an invaluable resource for anyone
dedicated about these exceptional motorcycles. Its detailed data, actionable method, and
understandable tone render it a essential tool for owners of all expertise amounts. Whether
you are executing routine service or addressing more involved tasks, this resource will
definitely show its worth.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Is the Ducati 860, 900, and Mille Bible suitable for beginners? A: Yes, while it
covers advanced subjects, the language is generally comprehensible, and the detailed guides
make it helpful for owners of all expertise levels.

2. Q: Where can I purchase a copy of the Ducati 860, 900, and Mille Bible? A: Various
digital retailers and niche motorcycle supply shops commonly carry this guide. You can also
seek second-hand booksellers.

3. Q: Does the Bible cover all versions of the 860, 900, and Mille? A: While the book
mainly focuses on the principal machines, it often features details on frequent modifications,
highlighting key discrepancies.

4. Q: Is the information in the Bible still and correct? A: The precision of the information
relates on the edition of the manual. Always confirm the publication time to confirm the
pertinence of the content.
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