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The sun-bleached sands, the
vibrant hues of wetsuits, and
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the raw power of the ocean –
these are the hallmarks of Jeff
Divine's legendary surfing
photographs from the 1970s.
His images capture not just the
sport, but a specific era, a
cultural shift, and the
burgeoning evolution of surfing
as a lifestyle. This article delves
into the artistry of Divine's
work, examining his unique
style, the impact of his imagery,
and the lasting legacy of his 70s
surf photography. We'll explore
key elements such as his
composition techniques, his
contribution to surf
photography history, the
cultural significance of his
images, and the enduring
appeal of vintage surf
photography.

Capturing the Soul
of the Sport:
Divine's
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Photographic Style
Jeff Divine didn't just
photograph surfers; he
captured the essence of their
relationship with the ocean. His
1970s work is characterized by
a dynamic, almost visceral
energy. He skillfully used
available light, often shooting in
harsh sunlight, to create
dramatic contrasts and
highlight the power of the
waves. This contrasts sharply
with the more staged, posed
shots that were prevalent
before his rise to prominence.
Divine's images often feature
surfers in action, emphasizing
the raw athleticism and daring
involved in riding powerful
waves. His composition, a
masterclass in capturing
movement and perspective,
often involved dramatic angles
and innovative viewpoints,
frequently from boats or cliffs,
offering unique perspectives on
the action. This bold style set
him apart, pioneering a new era



4

in surf photography.

More Than Just a
Picture: The
Cultural Impact of
Divine's 70s Surf
Photography
Divine's photographs
transcended the boundaries of
sports photography. His images
became synonymous with the
burgeoning surf culture of the
1970s, documenting a time of
significant change. They
reflected the burgeoning
counterculture movement,
showcasing a freedom and
rebellious spirit that resonated
with a generation. The cultural
significance of his work lies
not only in its technical
brilliance but also in its ability
to capture the spirit of an era.
His images depicted not just the
physical act of surfing, but the
lifestyle surrounding it: the
camaraderie among surfers, the
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laid-back beach culture, and the
intense connection between
humans and the ocean. This
authentic representation
contributed significantly to the
romanticized image of surfing
that persists to this day.

The Enduring
Appeal of Vintage
Surf Photography:
A Timeless
Aesthetic
The appeal of Jeff Divine's 70s
surf photography extends
beyond nostalgia. His work
possesses a timeless aesthetic
quality. The grainy texture of
the film, the vibrant colors, and
the dynamic compositions
retain a raw, powerful energy
that continues to captivate
viewers. This is part of the
enduring appeal of vintage
surf photography—the images
hold a certain authenticity and
rawness that are often lost in
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digitally enhanced, modern
photos. There's a tangible
connection to the past, a
glimpse into a specific moment
in time that speaks to a broader
appreciation for history and the
organic beauty of unfiltered
imagery. The 1970s surf
photography style, largely
shaped by Divine, continues to
influence contemporary surf
photography and visual art.

The Legacy of a
Legend: Jeff
Divine's Lasting
Influence on Surf
Photography
Jeff Divine's influence on surf
photography is undeniable. He
not only revolutionized the way
surfing was visually
documented but also
established new standards for
action sports photography as a
whole. His pioneering
techniques, his commitment to
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capturing the raw energy of the
sport, and his ability to convey
the spirit of surf culture have
inspired generations of
photographers. His work
continues to be celebrated in
exhibitions, books, and
magazines, solidifying his
position as a legendary figure in
the world of surf photography
and establishing him as a major
contributor to surf
photography history. His
legacy lies not only in the
images themselves but in the
impact they had on the way we
perceive and understand the
sport of surfing.

Conclusion
Jeff Divine's surfing
photographs from the 1970s
represent more than just a
collection of images; they are a
historical document, a cultural
artifact, and a testament to the
power of photographic artistry.
His innovative techniques, his
unique perspective, and his
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ability to capture the spirit of
an era have ensured his
enduring legacy in the world of
surf photography. His images
continue to inspire and
captivate, reminding us of the
timeless beauty of the ocean
and the enduring appeal of a
vibrant counterculture
movement.

Frequently Asked
Questions
Q1: What makes Jeff Divine's
70s surf photography so
unique?

A1: Divine's unique style stems
from a combination of factors:
his innovative composition
techniques, his use of available
light to create dramatic
contrasts, his focus on
capturing the raw energy of the
sport, and his ability to capture
not just the surfers but the
entire surf culture of the 1970s.
He moved away from the static,
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posed shots of earlier surf
photographers, opting for
dynamic, action-filled images
that conveyed the athleticism
and risk involved in surfing.

Q2: Where can I see Jeff
Divine's work?

A2: Jeff Divine's work is widely
available. Many of his iconic
photographs are readily found
online through various image
repositories and galleries. His
work has also been featured in
numerous books and magazines
dedicated to surfing and
photography. You can often find
his images used in surf-related
documentaries and
publications.

Q3: What equipment did Jeff
Divine primarily use in the
1970s?

A3: While the exact specifics
can vary, Divine primarily
utilized 35mm film cameras,
likely Nikons or Canons,
renowned for their durability
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and reliability in challenging
shooting conditions. He
employed a range of lenses to
capture various perspectives
and action, often utilizing
telephoto lenses to capture the
surfers from a distance. His
work relies heavily on natural
light, showcasing his mastery of
working with available
resources.

Q4: How did Divine’s
photography contribute to
the popularization of
surfing?

A4: Divine's photography
played a crucial role in
popularizing surfing. His
dynamic and visually stunning
images conveyed the
excitement and freedom
associated with the sport,
making it far more appealing to
a wider audience. His pictures
helped shape the aspirational
image of surfing, showcasing it
not just as a sport but as a
lifestyle, a philosophy, and a
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connection with nature.

Q5: What is the lasting
impact of his work on surf
photography?

A5: Divine's influence on surf
photography is profound and
continues to inspire
photographers today. He
essentially redefined the genre,
shifting the focus from static
poses to dynamic action shots.
His innovative composition and
use of light have set a
benchmark for generations of
surf photographers. The raw,
authentic aesthetic of his 70s
work remains highly influential.

Q6: Are Jeff Divine's
photographs valuable as
collectibles?

A6: Yes, original prints and
vintage prints of Jeff Divine's
work are highly sought after by
collectors and are considered
valuable. Their value is driven
by the historical significance of
the images, their aesthetic
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quality, and their contribution
to surf culture and
photographic history.

Q7: Does Jeff Divine still
photograph surfing today?

A7: While Jeff Divine continues
to be involved in the
photographic world, his primary
focus has shifted over the years.
While he may still occasionally
capture surf images, his prolific
period of 1970s surfing
photography remains his most
celebrated and widely
recognized body of work.

Q8: How can I learn more
about Jeff Divine's
photography?

A8: To learn more, research Jeff
Divine's name on reputable
online image repositories,
photography websites, and surf
history resources. Seek out
books and articles about surf
photography history, many of
which will feature his work and
discuss his significant
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contributions to the field. You
might even find interviews and
documentaries featuring the
artist himself.

Riding the Wave of
Time: Jeff Divine's
Iconic 1970s
Surfing
Photography
Jeff Divine's iconic surfing
images from the 1970s capture
more than just a glimpse in
time. They tell a full story of a
crucial era in surfing heritage,
a period when the sport
underwent a profound shift,
evolving from a somewhat
under-the-radar pastime to a
flourishing global movement.
His lens wasn't simply
recording happenings; it was
interpreting the spirit of a
group shaped by its passion for
riding waves.

Divine's work stands out not
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just for its artistic brilliance,
but for its unparalleled ability
to convey the power and feeling
of the surf. His pictures are not
merely portrayals of athletes
performing tricks; they are
touching representations of
human beings facing nature's
unbridled power with elegance
and audacity. He achieved the
art of recording the optimal
moment, the apex of the wave,
the mien on a surfer's face as
they conquered a challenging
wave.

Consider, for instance, his
renowned shots of surfers like
Shaun Tomson, Mark Richards,
and Gerry Lopez. These weren't
just random shots; they were
painstakingly arranged scenes,
showcasing not only the ability
of the surfers, but also the
dramatic splendor of the ocean.
The lively hues of the water, the
energetic flow, the telling
positions of the surfers—all
these components combine to
create images that are both
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aesthetically remarkable and
spiritually meaningful.

Divine's approach went beyond
just directing a camera at the
waves. He recognized the value
of light, arrangement, and
timing. His work illustrates a
deep knowledge of photography
as both an craft and a science.
He used his artistic expertise to
improve the influence of his
pictures, creating them more
powerful.

Furthermore, Divine's pictures
offer a significant insight into
the social setting of surfing in
the 1970s. His images
document the evolution of
surfing materials, style, and
lifestyle. The loose hair, the
colorful swimsuits, the simple
surfboards—these aspects
sketch a vivid picture of the
time, giving viewers with a
concrete link to the past.

The inheritance of Jeff Divine's
1970s surfing pictures is



16

undeniable. They have inspired
generations of surfers and
photographers alike, and
continue to enthrall audiences
worldwide. Their enduring
appeal rests in their ability to
convey us back to a particular
period in time, to connect us to
the essence of a era and the
enthusiasm of those who
tackled the waves. His work
functions as a testament to the
strength of image-making to
preserve not only instances but
also emotions, events, and
tales.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Where can I see Jeff
Divine's 1970s surfing
photographs? Many of his
iconic images are accessible
online through various
collections, as well as in books
devoted to his work and the
history of surfing.

2. What made Jeff Divine's
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photography so unique?
Divine's unique approach
merged technical mastery with
an artistic vision that preserved
not only the physical movement
but also the emotional intensity
of surfing.

3. What is the historical
importance of his work? His
photographs record a pivotal
time in surfing heritage,
showing its transformation from
a niche activity to a global
sport.

4. What influence did
Divine's work have on
surfing culture? His pictures
helped to spread surfing,
shaping its image and inspiring
generations of surfers.
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