
Manual For New Idea
55 Hay Rake

Mastering Your New
Idea 55 Hay Rake: A

Comprehensive Manual
Congratulations on your new Idea 55 hay rake! This
robust piece of agricultural equipment represents a

significant investment, promising increased efficiency
and improved hay quality. This comprehensive

manual will guide you through its features, operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting, ensuring you get

the most out of your purchase. We'll cover everything
from initial setup and hay rake operation to

addressing common issues and maximizing the
lifespan of your New Idea 55 hay rake parts. This
guide will help you become proficient in using this
valuable tool and unlock its full potential for your

hay-making operations.

Understanding Your New Idea
55 Hay Rake: Key Features and

Benefits
The New Idea 55 hay rake is renowned for its

durability, efficiency, and ease of use. Its design
incorporates several key features designed to

optimize hay gathering and conditioning. These
include:

Heavy-duty construction: Built with high-
quality steel, the New Idea 55 is designed to
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withstand the rigors of demanding agricultural
work. This robust build translates to a longer

lifespan and reduced downtime due to repairs.
Wide working width: The rake's substantial

width allows for rapid coverage of large areas,
significantly increasing your productivity
compared to smaller rakes. This hay rake

capacity is a significant advantage for larger
farms or fields.

Smooth operation: The carefully engineered
design ensures a smooth, even flow of hay,

minimizing losses and maximizing the quality of
your hay bales. This prevents damage to the

hay and leads to superior feed quality.
Adjustable windrow size: The ability to adjust
the windrow size allows you to tailor the rake's
operation to specific field conditions and hay

types. This flexibility ensures optimal
performance regardless of the crop.

Easy maintenance: The New Idea 55 features
easily accessible components, simplifying

routine maintenance and repair tasks. Regular
maintenance will extend the lifespan and

performance of your New Idea 55 hay rake
parts.

Operating Your New Idea 55
Hay Rake: A Step-by-Step Guide
Before operating your new hay rake, carefully review
the safety precautions outlined in the manufacturer's

manual. This section will detail the correct
procedures for setting up and operating the rake.

### Pre-Operation Checklist:

1. Inspect the rake: Check for any loose bolts,
damaged components, or obstructions before

starting.

2. Adjust the windrow size: Set the windrow width
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according to the type of hay and field conditions.

3. Engage the PTO: Engage the power take-off
(PTO) shaft correctly and securely. Incorrect PTO

engagement can lead to damage to the tractor or the
hay rake.

4. Check hydraulic fluid levels (if applicable): If
your model uses hydraulics, ensure fluid levels are

within the recommended range.

### Operating the Rake:

1. Start slowly: Begin at a slow speed and gradually
increase as you become comfortable with the rake's

operation.

2. Maintain consistent speed: A consistent speed
prevents uneven windrowing and maximizes hay

gathering efficiency.

3. Monitor the windrow: Observe the windrow
formation to ensure that it's even and free of clumps.

Adjust the rake's settings as needed.

4. Disengage the PTO before stopping: Always
disengage the PTO before turning off the tractor and

exiting the field.

Maintenance and
Troubleshooting Your New Idea

55 Hay Rake
Regular maintenance is crucial for maximizing the
lifespan and efficiency of your New Idea 55. This

includes:

Lubrication: Regularly lubricate all moving
parts according to the manufacturer's
recommendations. Use the appropriate

lubricant to prevent damage and ensure smooth
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operation.
Inspection: Inspect the rake after each use for

any signs of damage, wear, or loose
components. Address these issues promptly to

prevent more significant problems.
Cleaning: Clean the rake thoroughly after each

use to remove debris and prevent corrosion.
Pay particular attention to areas prone to

accumulating dirt and mud.
Storage: Store the rake in a clean, dry location
when not in use to protect it from the elements
and corrosion. Proper storage will significantly

extend its service life.

### Common Issues and Troubleshooting:

Uneven windrows: Check the rake's alignment
and adjust the windrow width accordingly.

Clogged tines: Inspect and clear any debris
clogging the tines.

Rake not lifting properly (hydraulic
models): Check hydraulic fluid levels and look

for leaks in the system.

Maximizing the Lifespan of Your
New Idea 55 Hay Rake

Following these best practices will ensure that your
investment continues to pay dividends for years to

come:

Regular Maintenance: Adhere to the
recommended maintenance schedule to prevent

problems before they arise.
Proper Operation: Operate the rake according

to the manufacturer's instructions to prevent
damage and ensure efficiency.

Careful Storage: Protect the rake from the
elements to prevent corrosion and wear.

Use Quality Parts: When replacement parts
are needed, use genuine New Idea parts to
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ensure optimal performance and longevity.

Conclusion
The New Idea 55 hay rake represents a significant

investment in the efficiency and quality of your hay-
making operations. By understanding its features,

following proper operating procedures, and adhering
to a consistent maintenance schedule, you can ensure
many years of reliable service. Remember, proactive

maintenance and a commitment to safe operating
practices are key to maximizing the lifespan and

productivity of your equipment.

FAQ
Q1: How often should I lubricate my New Idea

55 hay rake?

A1: The lubrication frequency depends on usage and
environmental conditions. Refer to your owner's

manual for the manufacturer's recommended
lubrication schedule. Generally, expect to lubricate

key components before each use during peak season
and at least once a month during off-season storage.

Q2: What type of lubricant should I use?

A2: Always use the lubricant specified by the
manufacturer in your owner's manual. Using the

wrong lubricant can damage components and void
warranties.

Q3: What should I do if my rake isn't lifting
properly?

A3: If your rake is a hydraulic model and isn't lifting
properly, first check the hydraulic fluid level. Then
inspect the hydraulic lines for leaks and ensure the

hydraulic system is functioning correctly. If the
problem persists, seek professional assistance.
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Q4: How do I adjust the windrow size?

A4: The method for adjusting the windrow size will
vary slightly depending on your model. Consult your

owner's manual for specific instructions and
diagrams. Generally, it involves adjusting levers or

pins on the rake's mechanism.

Q5: Can I use my New Idea 55 hay rake on
different types of hay?

A5: Yes, the New Idea 55 is designed to handle
various hay types. However, you may need to adjust
the windrow size and operating speed depending on

the hay's density and moisture content.

Q6: Where can I find replacement parts for my
New Idea 55?

A6: Replacement parts can typically be sourced
through your local agricultural equipment dealer or

directly from New Idea's authorized parts
distributors. Always use genuine New Idea parts to

maintain the quality and integrity of your equipment.

Q7: How do I properly store my hay rake during
the off-season?

A7: Clean the rake thoroughly, lubricate moving
parts, and store it in a clean, dry location protected
from the elements. Covering the rake with a tarp or

storing it in a shed will further protect it from
corrosion and damage.

Q8: What are the signs of a worn-out tine?

A8: Signs of a worn-out tine include significant
bending, cracks, or excessive wear on the tine's

working edge. Replacing worn tines is essential to
maintain efficient raking and prevent damage to your

hay.
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Mastering Your New Idea 55
Hay Rake: A Comprehensive

Guide
Harvesting grass is a crucial step in agriculture, and

possessing the right equipment is critical for
efficiency and yield. The New Idea 55 hay rake stands

as a dependable workhorse for many farmers,
offering a combination of durability and efficiency.

This guide aims to provide you with a thorough grasp
of its specifications, usage, and maintenance,
ensuring you optimize its lifetime and output.

### Understanding the New Idea 55 Hay Rake: Key
Features and Design

The New Idea 55 hay rake is renowned for its sturdy
build and innovative features. Its unique mechanism
design permits it to gather grass effectively, even in

tough situations. Let’s delve into some important
aspects:

Rotor Design: The rotating rotors are a
signature feature of this rake. Their articulated

design allows them to conform to the
unevenness of the ground, lessening losses and

ensuring a tidy pile. Think of it like a flexible
hand gently gathering the hay, rather than a

inflexible scoop that neglects parts.

Wheel Arrangement: The strategically placed
wheels offer stability and agility. They

distribute the load evenly, avoiding harm to the
ground and enhancing its traction, especially in

wet conditions.

Hydraulic Controls (Optional): Some models
of the New Idea 55 hay rake feature power-

assisted controls for lifting and descending the
rake. This considerably lessens operator fatigue
and increases efficiency. This modernization is
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similar to a power steering system in a car – it
makes the job easier.

Durability: The construction of the New Idea
55 is centered on longevity. Heavy-duty

materials are utilized to endure the demands of
demanding grass collecting.

### Operating Your New Idea 55 Hay Rake: A Step-
by-Step Guide

Before running your New Idea 55 hay rake, ensure
you've carefully studied the owner's guide and

understand all protection measures. Here's a general
procedure:

1. Pre-Operation Inspection: Check the condition
of all components, including tires, hydraulics, and

mechanism links. Secure any unfastened screws. This
is analogous to pre-flight checks on an airplane – vital

for safe and effective operation.

2. Adjustments: Adjust the mechanism height to fit
the land and hay state. This ensures optimal

productivity.

3. Operation: Activate the power take-off (PTO) and
slowly initiate gathering the hay. Maintain a steady

pace to avoid injury to the machinery or the hay.

4. Windrow Formation: The rotor will create a
windrow of grass. Watch the formation and make

necessary adjustments as required.

5. Post-Operation Maintenance: After use, clear
any waste from the rake and further parts. Grease

moving elements as suggested in the owner's
handbook.

### Maintenance and Troubleshooting

Regular upkeep is vital for prolonging the durability
of your New Idea 55 hay rake. This includes periodic
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inspections, oiling, and removing of debris. Solving
issues immediately can avoid major damage in the
future. Refer to the user's handbook for specific

upkeep routines.

### Conclusion

The New Idea 55 hay rake is a essential asset for
effective forage collecting. By understanding its

characteristics, functionality, and care demands, you
can improve its performance and increase its

lifespan. Remember that proper functionality and
upkeep are important to getting optimal effects.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: How often should I lubricate the New Idea
55 hay rake?

A1: Lubrication frequency is detailed in your owner's
manual and depends on usage, but generally, regular
greasing of moving parts before and after each use is

recommended.

Q2: What type of lubricant should I use?

A2: Consult your owner's manual for specific
lubricant recommendations. Using the wrong

lubricant can damage components.

Q3: What should I do if the rotor stops rotating?

A3: First, check the PTO engagement. Then, inspect
the drive shaft and belts for damage or wear. If the

problem persists, consult a qualified mechanic.

Q4: How do I adjust the rake height?

A4: The adjustment mechanism varies by model.
Refer to your owner's manual for detailed

instructions on adjusting the rake height according to
your terrain and crop.
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