
Scarlett The Sequel
To Margaret Mitchells
Gone With The Wind

Scarlett: A
Continuation of Gone
With the Wind's Epic
Saga
Margaret Mitchell's *Gone With the Wind*
remains a cornerstone of American literature, its
characters and story indelibly etched in the
cultural consciousness. The enduring fascination
with Scarlett O'Hara naturally led to Alexandra
Ripley's *Scarlett*, a widely discussed sequel that
attempted to continue the epic tale. This
exploration delves into *Scarlett*, analyzing its
strengths and weaknesses, its reception, and its
lasting impact on the legacy of *Gone With the
Wind*.
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The Legacy of Scarlett
O'Hara: Picking Up Where
Mitchell Left Off
Ripley's *Scarlett* faces an inherently difficult
task: to continue the story of a character as iconic
and complex as Scarlett O'Hara. *Gone With the
Wind* ends ambiguously, leaving Scarlett's future
uncertain. *Scarlett*, published in 1991, aims to
resolve this ambiguity, picking up years after the
events of the original novel. The sequel uses
many of the same narrative devices and themes
as the original, including the backdrop of
Reconstruction-era America and the continuing
turmoil in the South. This focus on the historical
context makes *Scarlett* a valuable addition to
the historical fiction genre.

Exploring the Narrative and
Key Themes in Scarlett
*Scarlett* follows Scarlett's journey beyond
Atlanta, exploring her struggles to rebuild her life
and empire after the Civil War. The novel dives
deeper into Scarlett's motivations, her
manipulative nature, and her relentless pursuit of
wealth and security. One of the key thematic
explorations in *Scarlett* is the evolving nature of
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the South itself, transitioning from the antebellum
era into a new, uncertain future. This element
allows for a further examination of
Reconstruction-era America, a historically
significant period often overlooked in popular
culture. Furthermore, Scarlett's character
development is a central focus, moving beyond
the flamboyant and often selfish portrayal in
*Gone With the Wind* to reveal a more nuanced,
though still flawed, individual. The novel also
explores the theme of family and
relationships, demonstrating both the enduring
bonds and the devastating conflicts within
Scarlett's complex family life.

### A Different Style, Similar Themes

While sharing thematic similarities with *Gone
With the Wind*, *Scarlett* adopts a distinct
narrative style. Mitchell's prose is known for its
evocative imagery and sweeping descriptions;
Ripley's style, while still engaging, differs in tone
and pace. Some critics argue that Ripley's prose
lacks the lyrical quality of Mitchell's work, though
many appreciate the detail Ripley brought to the
era and its struggles. This difference in style is a
significant aspect of the debate surrounding the
sequel’s success.
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Critical Reception and
Lasting Impact of Scarlett
*Scarlett* generated considerable controversy
upon its release. While becoming a bestseller, it
faced criticism for deviating from the spirit of
Mitchell's original work. Some readers found
Ripley's portrayal of Scarlett to be inconsistent
with Mitchell's original creation, arguing that the
character’s motivations lacked the same raw
intensity. Others critiqued the novel's pacing and
plot, suggesting that it lacked the dramatic
tension and compelling narrative arc of *Gone
With the Wind*. However, the book found a wide
audience eager to learn more about the
enigmatic Scarlett O'Hara, securing its place in
literary history regardless of critical divisiveness.
The novel's impact lies not only in its commercial
success but also in its contribution to ongoing
discussions about sequels and literary
legacies.

Scarlett's Place in the
Literary Landscape
*Scarlett* serves as a fascinating case study in
the challenges and complexities of creating a
sequel to a beloved classic. It demonstrates the
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inherent difficulties of continuing a story that has
already achieved iconic status. While not
universally praised, its existence highlights the
enduring appeal of Scarlett O'Hara and her story,
demonstrating the continued interest in her life
and times, even beyond the scope of Mitchell’s
own vision. The narrative successfully expands on
the historical and social context, offering a richer
understanding of the post-Civil War South,
regardless of its literary merit compared to the
original. The book's success as a bestseller
underlines the lasting power of *Gone With the
Wind*'s legacy and its characters.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: Is *Scarlett* a good book to read even if
you haven’t read *Gone With the Wind*?

A1: While *Scarlett* directly continues the story
of *Gone With the Wind*, it's highly
recommended to read Mitchell's original novel
first. The sequel relies heavily on the characters,
relationships, and events established in *Gone
With the Wind*. Reading the sequel without prior
knowledge could lead to significant confusion and
a diminished appreciation for the narrative.

Q2: How does *Scarlett* differ from *Gone
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With the Wind* in terms of its portrayal of
Scarlett O'Hara?

A2: While both books feature Scarlett as a strong,
determined, and often ruthless character,
*Scarlett* presents a more nuanced and
psychologically complex portrayal. Ripley
attempts to explore Scarlett's motivations and
inner conflicts more deeply, although this
sometimes results in a character that differs
significantly from Mitchell's portrayal.

Q3: Was Alexandra Ripley authorized to
write *Scarlett*?

A3: The rights to write a sequel were obtained by
Ripley through a legal agreement with the
Margaret Mitchell estate. However, the level of
authorization and the degree to which the estate
influenced the story remain a subject of debate.

Q4: What is the main conflict in *Scarlett*?

A4: The main conflict is multi-faceted. It involves
Scarlett's personal struggles to rebuild her life
and her financial empire in the post-war South.
Additionally, it explores the conflict between her
desires and her emotional vulnerabilities, and the
social and political turmoil of Reconstruction.

Q5: Did *Scarlett* receive critical acclaim



Scarlett The Sequel To Margaret Mitchells Gone With The Wind

Scarlett The Sequel To Margaret Mitchells Gone With The Wind
7

similar to *Gone With the Wind*?

A5: No, *Scarlett* received mixed reviews. While
commercially successful, it didn't receive the
same universal critical acclaim as *Gone With the
Wind*. Many critics found it less compelling
narratively and inconsistent with the original's
characterization.

Q6: Are there any other sequels to *Gone
With the Wind*?

A6: Officially, there are no other sequels
authorized by the Margaret Mitchell estate.
However, several unauthorized works attempt to
continue the story of Scarlett and Rhett, although
these lack the official recognition and weight of
*Scarlett*.

Q7: What is the overall message or moral of
*Scarlett*?

A7: *Scarlett* arguably explores the themes of
resilience, adaptation, and the enduring impact of
personal choices, though some might interpret
these themes differently. It further examines the
social and political turmoil of the post-Civil War
South and its impact on individuals.

Q8: How does the historical setting of
*Scarlett* affect the narrative?
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A8: The historical setting of Reconstruction-era
America is crucial to the plot and character
development in *Scarlett*. It shapes Scarlett's
struggles, her choices, and the challenges she
faces. The backdrop provides a compelling
context for exploring themes of social change,
economic hardship, and personal growth amidst a
period of national upheaval.

Scarlett: A Shadow of
Grandeur – Examining the
Sequel to *Gone With the
Wind*
Margaret Mitchell's *Gone With the Wind*
remains a cornerstone of American literature, a
sweeping epic that captivated readers for
generations. Its enduring popularity
understandably sparked a desire for more, a
longing satisfied (albeit controversially) by
Alexandra Ripley's 1991 sequel, *Scarlett*. While
it lacks the undeniable power of its predecessor,
*Scarlett* offers a fascinating analysis in several
facets: the challenges of continuing a literary
legacy, the complexities of portraying a
controversial heroine in a changing social
context, and the enduring charm of the American
South's romanticized past.
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This article will investigate into the narrative
choices made in *Scarlett*, analyzing its
strengths and weaknesses in relation to Mitchell's
original masterpiece. We'll consider how Ripley
handles the delicate task of extending Scarlett
O'Hara's story, exploring the persona
development, the historical setting, and the
overall atmosphere of the narrative.

One of the most significant elements of *Scarlett*
is its treatment of Scarlett herself. Mitchell's
Scarlett is a flawed but captivating character, a
survivor who uses ruthless tactics to achieve her
goals. Ripley’s Scarlett, however, feels slightly
different. Alternatively of the fiery, impulsive
woman of the original, Ripley presents a more
calculated and perhaps less sympathetic figure.
This shift demonstrates the changing societal
attitudes concerning strong female characters,
but it also contributes to a sense of inconsistency
for fans familiar with Mitchell’s portrayal.

The sequel also extends upon the historical
context of *Gone With the Wind*. While Mitchell's
novel focuses heavily on the Civil War and
Reconstruction, *Scarlett* extends into the late
19th century, providing a glimpse into the
economic and social changes of the era.
However, some critics argue that this broader
scope lessens the focus on the intensely personal
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struggles that shaped the original. The novel
becomes more of a period romance, sometimes
sacrificing the passionate depth that made *Gone
With the Wind* so powerful.

Ripley's writing style deviates considerably from
Mitchell's. Mitchell's prose possesses a raw,
visceral character, perfectly capturing the
confusion of war and the resilience of the human
spirit. Ripley’s style, while adequate, is less
evocative. It wants the similar lyrical flow and the
striking imagery that characterized Mitchell's
work.

The moral lessons presented in *Scarlett* are also
questionable. While the original novel examines
themes of survival, ambition, and the cost of war,
*Scarlett* often feels less focused. The moral
ambiguities that fascinated Scarlett’s character in
the first book are somewhat simplified in the
sequel. This attenuation diminishes the
narrative's complexity and its potential for deeper
reflection.

In conclusion, *Scarlett* offers an interesting –
although ultimately deficient – attempt to
continue the legacy of *Gone With the Wind*.
While it expands upon the historical and personal
scope of the original, it misses the same literary
force and emotional resonance. Its analysis of
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Scarlett’s character in a changing context is
intriguing, but ultimately falters to capture the
spirit of Mitchell's masterpiece. The sequel serves
as a reminder of both the challenges and the
temptation of extending a beloved story,
highlighting the challenge of capturing the
lightning in a bottle twice.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is *Scarlett* considered a good book on
its own merit?

A1: While *Scarlett* is a commercially successful
novel, critical reception has been generally
mixed. Many find it a agreeable read, but it
frequently falters to reach the heights of literary
excellence achieved by *Gone With the Wind*.

Q2: Why did Alexandra Ripley write
*Scarlett*?

A2: Ripley was given the opportunity to write the
sequel by Mitchell's estate. There was undeniably
a significant need for a continuation of Scarlett's
story, given the immense fame of *Gone With the
Wind*.

Q3: Does *Scarlett* accurately portray the
historical background?



Scarlett The Sequel To Margaret Mitchells Gone With The Wind

Scarlett The Sequel To Margaret Mitchells Gone With The Wind
12

A3: The historical accuracy of *Scarlett* is
controversial, just as with *Gone With the Wind*.
While it aims for a more broad range, some
historians critique its simplification and
romanticisation of certain historical events.

Q4: Should I read *Scarlett* if I enjoyed
*Gone With the Wind*?

A4: That hinges on your expectations. If you go in
expecting a similar level of literary excellence
and emotional power, you might be disappointed.
However, if you're curious about what happened
to Scarlett after the events of the original, it
might provide a gratifying answer, albeit one with
limitations.
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