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A Deep Dive

The rise of black metal,
particularly in its more
intellectually-driven
subgenres, has witnessed a
fascinating interplay between
musical expression and
scholarly commentary. This
article explores the
fascinating phenomenon of
"commentary black metal,"
examining the *glossator
practice* employed by many
bands and the theoretical
frameworks informing their
work. We'll delve into the rich
tapestry of lyrical themes,
musical structures, and
artistic intent that contribute
to this unique and
increasingly influential
movement within extreme
metal. Keywords relevant to
this discussion include:
*philosophical black metal*,
*literary black metal*,
*ideological black metal*,
*avant-garde black metal*,
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and *critical theory in black
metal*.

Understanding
the Glossator
Approach in
Black Metal

The term "glossator,"
originating from medieval
manuscript studies, refers to
someone who adds
explanatory notes or
commentaries to a text. In
the context of commentary
black metal, bands act as
musical glossators, layering
intricate narratives,
philosophical concepts, or
literary allusions onto their
extreme metal foundations.
This isn't merely about
adding thematic depth; it's
about using the sonic
aggression of black metal as
a vehicle to *actively
engage* with complex ideas.
Unlike many black metal
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subgenres focused primarily
on atmosphere or raw
aggression, commentary
black metal prioritizes
intellectual engagement.

This approach often
manifests in several ways:

e Direct lyrical
referencing: Bands
might directly quote
philosophical texts,
literary works, or
historical events within
their lyrics, forcing the
listener to confront the
source material. Think
of bands that explicitly
engage with Nietzsche,
Heidegger, or specific
historical atrocities.

e Conceptual albums:
Entire albums are
constructed around a
specific philosophical
concept, literary work,
or historical period,
demanding a deeper
level of engagement to
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understand the
overarching narrative.
This creates a more
cohesive and
intellectually
stimulating listening
experience.

e Musical allusion:
Musical structures and
motifs can also reflect
the themes being
explored. A dissonant
chord progression
might represent
philosophical conflict,
while a repetitive riff
could symbolize the
cyclical nature of
history.

¢ Intertextuality:
Bands frequently draw
upon a range of
sources, creating a
complex web of
intertextual references
that encourage
listeners to actively
research and expand
their understanding.
This demands active
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participation from the
audience, turning them
into active interpreters
of the work.

Philosophical and
Literary
Influences in
Commentary
Black Metal

Many bands within this genre
explicitly draw upon
philosophical and literary
traditions. *Philosophical
black metal*, for instance,
often engages with
existentialism, nihilism, and
post-structuralism, using the
music to explore
fundamental questions about
existence, meaning, and
morality. Bands might
explore the ideas of
Nietzsche's *Ubermensch* or
the anxieties of Sartre's
existentialism through their
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to grapple with these
concepts in a visceral and
unconventional way.

Similarly, *literary black
metal* employs literary
devices and themes within
their work. Bands might
utilize symbolism, allegory,
and narrative structures to
create a rich and layered
musical experience that goes
beyond the surface level of
aggression. This often
requires a degree of literary
analysis to fully appreciate
the nuances and complexity
of the music.

The Role of
Ideology in
Commentary
Black Metal

It's crucial to acknowledge
that *ideological black metal*
exists, although it's often a
controversial aspect of the
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genre. While some bands use
their music to critique
political systems or social
structures, others have
unfortunately employed
black metal as a platform for
promoting extremist
ideologies. It's imperative to
distinguish between critical
commentary and the
propagation of harmful
beliefs. A nuanced
understanding requires
careful consideration of the
band's message and intent.
Critical engagement with
these potentially problematic
aspects is vital for
understanding the full
spectrum of commentary
black metal.

The Avant-Garde
Nature of
Commentary

Black Metal

The very nature of
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commentary black metal
positions it as an *avant-
garde* movement within the
broader landscape of metal.
It challenges traditional
notions of what black metal
"should" be, pushing
boundaries and
experimenting with form and
content. This
experimentation is crucial to
understanding the genre's
evolution and ongoing
relevance. By integrating
complex intellectual themes,
bands are not only
expanding the boundaries of
the genre itself but also
broadening the potential
reach and impact of extreme
music.

Conclusion:
Beyond the Blast
Beats

Commentary black metal
offers a unique and
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approach to extreme music.
By engaging with
philosophical, literary, and
historical themes, these
bands create a listening
experience that demands
active participation and
critical thinking. While
navigating the complexities
of ideological interpretations
is vital, the overall
contribution of this
movement lies in its capacity
to challenge listeners to
engage with profound ideas
in a visceral and
unforgettable way. The
ongoing evolution of this
subgenre promises even
more innovative and
thought-provoking works in
the years to come.

FAQ

Q1: How can | understand
the meaning behind a
commentary black metal
song?
Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
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A1l: Pay close attention to
the lyrics. Research any
historical events,
philosophical concepts, or
literary works mentioned.
Look for patterns and
recurring motifs in the music
and lyrics. Seek out
interviews and liner notes to
gain insight into the band's
intent. Don't hesitate to
engage in online discussions
with other fans and
researchers to share
interpretations.

Q2: Are all black metal
bands considered
“commentary black
metal"?

A2: No, commentary black
metal is a specific subgenre
within the broader black
metal landscape. Many black
metal bands focus on
atmosphere, raw aggression,
or purely musical
experimentation, without
necessarily incorporating

Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
Commentary Black Metal
11



Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
Commentary Black Metal

overt intellectual or
philosophical themes.

Q3: What are some
examples of bands that
exemplify commentary
black metal?

A3: While specific examples
might be subjective, bands
often cited include those
explicitly engaging with
philosophy or literature in
their work. Researching
specific bands known for
their conceptual albums and
lyrical themes related to
those keywords mentioned
above will provide a
comprehensive list.

Q4: How does
commentary black metal
differ from other
subgenres of black metal?

A4: Unlike atmospheric or
raw black metal which
primarily focuses on sonic
textures and intensity,

.......... commentar.y.bj.ac.k.meta.lw.“.4..4.4..4..4.
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prioritizes intellectual
engagement and the
exploration of complex ideas.
The lyrics and musical
structures frequently serve
as vehicles for conveying
these themes.

Q5: Is it necessary to
have a background in
philosophy or literature to
appreciate commentary
black metal?

A5: While a background in
philosophy or literature can
certainly enrich your
understanding, it's not
strictly necessary. Even
without extensive
knowledge, the music's
intensity and the broader
thematic exploration can still
be engaging. The key is to
approach the music with an
open mind and a willingness
to explore the themes
presented.

Q6: How does the use of
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intertextuality enhance
the commentary black
metal experience?

AG6: Intertextuality creates a
complex and layered
listening experience. By
referencing various sources,
bands encourage listeners to
actively research and
connect different ideas,
forming their own
interpretations and
expanding their
understanding of the music
beyond its immediate
context. It promotes active
engagement and intellectual
curiosity.

Q7: What are the
potential risks associated
with the ideological
aspects of commentary
black metal?

A7: Some bands within this
subgenre have unfortunately
used their music to promote
harmful ideologies. It's
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crucial to approach such
music critically, examining
the band's message and
intent carefully, and avoiding
the uncritical acceptance of
potentially dangerous or
offensive viewpoints.

Q8: What are the future
implications of
commentary black metal?

A8: The future of
commentary black metal
likely involves further
experimentation with form
and content. We can expect
continued exploration of
complex ideas, deeper
integration of diverse artistic
influences, and ongoing
debate about the boundaries
and ethical considerations
within the subgenre. The
potential for cross-
disciplinary collaborations
and the continued blurring of
genre lines is significant.

Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
Commentary Black Metal
15



Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
Commentary Black Metal

Deconstructing
the Harmonic
Chaos: Glossator
Practice and
Theory of
Commentary
Black Metal

Black metal, a genre often
connected with extreme
musical expression and
challenging imagery, has,
surprisingly, fostered a rich
tradition of intellectual
engagement. Beyond the
shrieking vocals and blazing
guitars lies a surprisingly
sophisticated layer of
commentary, often delivered
through lyrical content,
album art, and even the very
arrangement of the music
itself. This article delves into
the fascinating world of
glossator practice and theory
within commentary black
.......... metal,..examining..h.ow.ba.nds.u.4..4..4.
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use their art to express
complex ideas and
interpretations of society,
history, and the human
condition.

The term "glossator,"
traditionally referring to
medieval scholars who
annotated texts, provides a
useful lens through which to
examine the work of many
commentary black metal
bands. These bands don't
merely fabricate music; they
build layered narratives,
often referencing
philosophical, historical, or
literary sources. Their music
becomes a text demanding
interpretation, requiring
listeners to interact actively
with its nuances. Unlike
many other genres where
music functions primarily as
entertainment, commentary
black metal often operates
as a vehicle for advocacy of
often challenging ideas.

Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
Commentary Black Metal
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One crucial aspect of
glossator practice within this
subgenre is the cross-
referencing between the
music and external sources.
Bands frequently draw upon
legend, literature, history,
and philosophy to inform
their lyrical themes and
aesthetic choices. For
example, bands like
Darkthrone, in their earlier
phases, invoked a raw, lo-fi
aesthetic, mirroring the raw
emotion of their lyrical
themes focused on nature
and the outskirts of society.
In contrast, bands like
Emperor incorporated more
refined musical structures
and arrangements, reflecting
the intellectual depth of their
lyrical explorations of
Nietzschean philosophy and
esoteric symbolism.

The analysis of album art is
equally vital. The imagery,
often visceral, doesn't exist
in isolation; it functions in

Glossator Practice And Theory Of The
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concert with the music to
create a holistic artistic
statement. The use of
symbolism, allegory, and
historical references often
necessitates a deep
acquaintance of the band's
chosen sources. The artwork
itself can act as a guide to
understanding the thematic
concerns of the album,
providing visual
representations of abstract
concepts or historical events.

Furthermore, the structure of
the music itself can be
interpreted through a
glossator lens. The shifts in
tempo, dynamics, and
instrumentation can mirror
the narrative arc of the
lyrical content, heightening
the emotional impact and
intellectual engagement. A
sudden shift from a
melancholic, measured
passage to a violent, chaotic
outburst can be interpreted
as a dramatic shift in the
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narrative or a metaphorical
representation of a societal
transformation.

However, the theory of
commentary black metal is
not without its complexities.
The subjective nature of
artistic interpretation means
that there is no single
"correct" understanding of a
band's work. The ambiguity
inherent in much of the
music and its accompanying
imagery encourages multiple
perspectives, fostering
ongoing dialogue amongst
listeners and scholars. The
deliberately obscure nature
of some lyrical content
further complicates the
interpretative process,
pushing listeners to explore
and critically engage with the
material.

The practical benefits of
engaging with commentary
black metal through a
glossator lens are manifold.
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It enhances listening
experience by shifting
passive consumption into
active interpretation. It
encourages critical thinking
skills and enhances research
abilities as listeners actively
seek out the historical,
philosophical, and literary
sources that inform the
band's work. Moreover, it
expands cultural horizons by
introducing listeners to a
wide range of intellectual and
artistic traditions.

Implementing this approach
involves actively researching
the band's lyrical content,
album art, and any available
interviews or statements.
Relating the band’s work to
its stated influences and
contextualizing it within
broader historical, social, and
cultural trends is crucial.
Engaging in discussion and
debate with other listeners
and scholars further
enhances this interpretative
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process.

In conclusion, glossator
practice and theory provide a
valuable framework for
understanding the
sophisticated intellectual
engagement within
commentary black metal.
The music, art, and lyrics
operate in synergy to
construct complex narratives
and insightful commentary
on the human condition. By
actively engaging with these
elements and researching
their historical and
intellectual context, listeners
can unlock a deeper
appreciation for the art form
and enhance their critical
thinking skills.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is all black metal
“commentary" black
metal? A: No. While many
black metal bands
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incorporate thematic
elements and social
commentary, only a subset
of bands actively utilize their
art as a vehicle for extended,
often intellectual,
commentary. Many bands
are focused primarily on
musical expression without
overt social or philosophical
commentary.

2. Q: Where can | learn
more about the
philosophical influences
on commentary black
metal? A: A good starting
point would be to research
the specific philosophical
works referenced by
individual bands (such as
Nietzsche for Emperor) and
explore scholarly work on the
intersection of black metal
and philosophy.

3. Q: How can | avoid
misinterpreting the
meaning of a band's
work? A: Be mindful of your
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own biases, conduct
thorough research, and
engage in discussion with
other listeners and scholars.
Remember that multiple
valid interpretations often
exist.

4. Q: Is it necessary to
understand all the
historical and
philosophical references
to appreciate
commentary black metal?
A: No, while understanding
the references certainly
enhances the experience,
the music can still be
enjoyed and appreciated on
an emotional and aesthetic
level without complete
comprehension of every
reference.
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