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Laptop  Buying  Guide  May  2013:
Navigating the Tech Landscape
Finding the perfect laptop can feel overwhelming, especially considering the
rapid advancements in technology. This laptop buying guide, specifically
tailored  for  May  2013,  aims  to  simplify  your  decision-making  process,
helping you navigate the available options and choose a machine that best
suits your needs and budget. We'll explore crucial aspects like processor
speeds, storage options, and screen resolution, ultimately empowering
you to make an informed purchase.  This guide also delves into popular
operating systems of the era, like Windows 8 and the ever-present Mac OS
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X, as well as emerging trends in ultrabook technology.

Understanding  Your  Needs:  Defining  Your
Usage
Before diving into the specifics, it's crucial to define how you intend to use
your laptop. This single factor significantly impacts your choice.

Students: Your primary needs likely revolve around word processing,
research,  and  perhaps  some  light  multimedia  consumption.  A
moderately powered laptop with sufficient RAM (at least 4GB) and a
reliable  hard  drive  would  suffice.  Portability  might  be  a  key
consideration.

Professionals:  Depending  on  your  profession,  your  requirements
might  vary  widely.  Graphics  designers  might  need  powerful
processors and dedicated graphics cards, while programmers might
prioritize fast processors and ample RAM. Business users might focus
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on battery life and security features.

Gamers:  Gaming laptops demand high-end components – powerful
processors, dedicated high-end graphics cards (like NVIDIA GeForce
GTX 600 series or AMD Radeon HD 7000 series, which were prevalent
in 2013),  and ample RAM. These typically come at a higher price
point.

Casual Users: For basic web browsing, email, and social media, a
less expensive laptop with a basic processor and sufficient storage will
be more than adequate.

By identifying your primary use case, you can narrow down your options
significantly and avoid spending extra money on features you won't utilize.

Key Specifications: Processor, RAM, Storage,
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and Display
Several  key specifications directly  influence a  laptop's  performance and
usability.

### Processor Power: The Brain of the Machine

In  May  2013,  Intel's  Ivy  Bridge  and  AMD's  Trinity/Vishera  processors
dominated  the  market.  Intel  Core  i5  and  i7  processors  were  generally
considered high-performance options, while Core i3 processors offered a
good balance of  performance and affordability.  Understanding the clock
speed (GHz) and the number of cores is essential – higher clock speeds and
more cores generally translate to better performance.

### RAM: The Laptop's Working Memory

Random Access  Memory (RAM) determines  how much information your
laptop can process simultaneously. At least 4GB of RAM was recommended
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in 2013, with 8GB considered ideal for more demanding tasks. Consider
upgrading RAM if your chosen model allows for it, as this is often a more
cost-effective performance boost than upgrading other components.

### Storage: Where Your Data Lives

Hard Disk Drives (HDDs) were the standard in 2013, offering large storage
capacities at lower prices. Solid State Drives (SSDs) were becoming more
common but were more expensive. SSDs offered significantly faster boot
times  and  application  loading  speeds.  Consider  the  balance  between
capacity  and  speed  based  on  your  budget  and  needs.  A  hybrid  drive
(combining HDD and SSD technologies) might offer a good compromise.

### Display Quality: Seeing is Believing

Screen resolution significantly impacts your viewing experience. 1366x768
pixels  was  common  in  2013,  but  higher  resolutions  like  1600x900  or
1920x1080 (Full  HD)  offered sharper  images.  Consider  screen size  and
resolution based on your usage and budget; larger screens are generally
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better for multimedia consumption and productivity, while smaller screens
improve portability.

Operating System: Windows 8, Mac OS X, or
Others?
The dominant operating systems in May 2013 were Windows 8 and Mac OS
X (Lion or Mountain Lion). Windows 8 introduced a new interface, which
some users found jarring. Mac OS X remained a popular choice for its user-
friendly  interface  and  robust  ecosystem.  Consider  your  familiarity  with
different operating systems and the software you need to run when making
this  decision.  Chrome  OS  was  also  emerging,  offering  a  cloud-centric
experience.

Ultrabooks: A Glimpse into the Future
Ultrabooks, thin and light laptops focusing on portability and performance,



Laptop Buying Guide May 2013

Laptop Buying Guide May 2013
7

were gaining traction in 2013. These often came with SSDs and powerful
processors, delivering a premium experience, though at a premium price. If
portability is a top priority, consider an ultrabook.

Conclusion: Making Your Choice
Choosing  a  laptop  in  2013  required  carefully  considering  your  needs,
budget, and the available specifications. This buying guide has helped you
understand the key factors to consider – processor, RAM, storage, display,
and operating system. Remember to balance your needs with your budget
and choose a machine that best fits your intended usage.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What is the difference between an Intel Core i5 and an Intel Core
i7 processor?

A1:  In  2013,  Intel  Core  i7  processors  generally  offered  superior
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performance compared to Core i5 processors, due to higher clock speeds,
more cores, and often larger cache sizes. This translates to faster processing
speeds and better multitasking capabilities. However, Core i5 processors
provided a good balance of performance and price. The best choice depends
on your budget and the applications you'll be running.

Q2: How much RAM do I need?

A2: In May 2013, 4GB of RAM was sufficient for basic tasks, but 8GB was
ideal for more demanding applications like gaming or video editing. If your
budget allows, 8GB is a good investment for future-proofing your laptop.

Q3: What is the difference between an HDD and an SSD?

A3: Hard Disk Drives (HDDs) use spinning platters to store data, making
them relatively inexpensive but slower. Solid State Drives (SSDs) use flash
memory, offering significantly faster speeds but generally at a higher price
per  gigabyte.  SSDs  provide  faster  boot  times,  application  loading,  and
overall system responsiveness.
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Q4: What screen resolution should I choose?

A4: In 2013, 1366x768 was common, but 1600x900 or 1920x1080 (Full HD)
offered sharper images and a better viewing experience. The best choice
depends  on  your  usage  and  budget;  higher  resolutions  are  better  for
multimedia consumption and productivity but often come at a higher price.

Q5: Should I buy a laptop with Windows 8 or Mac OS X?

A5:  This  is  a  matter  of  personal  preference.  Windows 8,  with  its  new
interface, might have taken some getting used to, while Mac OS X offered a
more familiar and user-friendly experience for many users. Consider which
operating  system  you're  most  comfortable  with  and  which  software
applications you need to run.

Q6: What is an ultrabook?

A6: Ultrabooks were a new category of thin and light laptops designed for
portability and performance. They generally featured SSDs and powerful
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processors, making them expensive but offering a premium experience.

Q7: What about battery life?

A7: Battery life varied widely in 2013, depending on the laptop model and
its components. Look for models advertised with at least 5-6 hours of battery
life  for  general  use.  Higher-performance  laptops  generally  had  shorter
battery life.

Q8: Where can I find more information on specific laptop models
from 2013?

A8: While specific models from 2013 may be harder to find in new condition,
you can often find reviews and specifications from technology websites and
magazines archived online. Searching for reviews on specific models (e.g.,
"Asus N550JV review") on sites like CNET or PCMag may yield results.
Remember to check the date of the review to ensure its relevance to the
2013 technology landscape.
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Laptop Buying Guide: May 2013
Finding the right laptop can seem like navigating a thick jungle. With so
many options available, it's easy to become overwhelmed. This guide aims to
aid you navigate the confusion and locate the perfect machine for your
requirements.  May  2013  witnessed  some major  developments  in  laptop
innovation, so let's dive in and examine what you need to think about.

Understanding Your Needs:

Before you start your search, meticulously evaluate your primary use case.
Are you a student requiring a reliable machine for note-taking? A worker
needing a robust system for business applications? Or perhaps a gamer
seeking a laptop capable of running the most recent games?

Your  solution  will  considerably  impact  your  decision-making  process.  A
lightweight  ultrabook  might  be  enough  for  basic  tasks,  while  a  high-
performance laptop will  be necessary for demanding applications.  Think



Laptop Buying Guide May 2013

Laptop Buying Guide May 2013
12

about portability, processing power, longevity, and space.

Key Specifications to Consider:

Processor (CPU): The "brain" of your laptop. In May 2013, AMD A-
Series processors were common choices. Greater numbers generally
suggest superior speed.

RAM (Memory): The number of RAM impacts how many programs
you can run at once without slowdown. Strive for at least 6GB of RAM
for seamless multitasking.

Storage (Hard Drive or SSD): Hybrid drives are the data containers
for  your  information.  SSDs  are  quicker  but  more  expensive  than
HDDs. Consider your data storage capacity and expenditure.

Graphics Card (GPU): Crucial for gaming. Integrated graphics range
considerably  in  performance.  If  high-performance  graphics  is
important,  a  dedicated  GPU  is  necessary.
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Display: Screen size is a matter of taste. Consider screen size, clarity,
and type of screen (e.g., TN, IPS).

Operating System (OS):  Windows was the dominant  OS in  May
2013. Evaluate the features and compatibility with your software.

Making Your Decision:

Once you have a firm grasp of your demands, you can start contrasting
different laptops. Consult experts to get an impartial evaluation of various
models. Pay attention to the benefits and cons of each alternative. Do not be
tempted by attractive features if they don’t match your priorities.

Remember to keep in mind your budget. Set a practical budget before you
start your shopping.

Conclusion:

Buying a laptop is a important investment. By thoroughly considering your
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needs  and investigating different  models,  you can guarantee  you get  a
computer that perfectly satisfies your requirements and provides years of
trustworthy performance. Remember that the perfect laptop for one person
may not be the ideal for another. Rank your key attributes and choose the
model that optimally matches your personal desires.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1:  What  is  the  difference  between  a  Core  i5  and  a  Core  i7
processor?

A1:  Core  i7  processors  generally  offer  higher  processing  power  and
enhanced multitasking capabilities compared to Core i5 processors.  The
variation may not be noticeable for everyday tasks, but it becomes more
pronounced for intensive applications.

Q2: How much RAM do I need?

A2: For basic tasks like web browsing and email, 4GB of RAM might be
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adequate.  However,  for  more  demanding  applications  and  smooth
multitasking,  8GB  or  more  is  advised.

Q3: Should I get an HDD or an SSD?

A3: SSDs are significantly faster than HDDs, resulting in quicker boot times
and application loading. However, they are more expensive per gigabyte.
The best choice is contingent on your budget and performance preferences.

Q4: What should I look for in a laptop display?

A4:  Consider  screen  size,  resolution  (higher  resolution  means  sharper
images), and panel type (IPS panels generally offer better viewing angles
than TN panels). Your personal preferences will influence your selection.
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