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Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler Manual:
A Comprehensive Guide
Finding a well-maintained Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler can be a boon for any
farmer or rancher. However, maximizing its efficiency and longevity requires a thorough
understanding of its operation and maintenance. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of the Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler manual, covering key features,
operation, troubleshooting, and maintenance procedures to ensure you get the most out of
this reliable piece of farm equipment. This article will also explore related topics like
Massey Ferguson baler parts, square baler maintenance, and hay baling techniques.

Understanding the Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler
The Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler, a workhorse of its time, represents robust
engineering designed for efficient hay and straw baling. While no longer in production,
these balers remain valuable assets for many operations due to their durability and
relative simplicity. A proper understanding, aided by a detailed Massey Ferguson Model 12
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square baler manual, is paramount for safe and effective operation. The manual serves as
your primary resource for understanding the baler's mechanics, its various components, and
the recommended procedures for operation and maintenance.

### Key Features and Specifications

The Model 12 is characterized by its robust construction, typically employing heavy-duty
steel. Key features often include:

Adjustable Bale Size: Many models offered adjustable bale dimensions, allowing for
flexibility depending on crop conditions and storage requirements. The manual details
how to adjust these settings correctly.
Pickup Mechanism: A wide pickup ensures efficient gathering of the crop, a crucial
aspect covered extensively in the operating manual.
Knotting System: The knotting system, a critical component, is often detailed with
diagrams and troubleshooting steps in the manual. Understanding its function is key to
preventing bale failures.
Power Requirements: The manual clearly outlines the necessary tractor horsepower and
PTO speed for optimal performance. Mismatches can lead to inefficient baling or
equipment damage.

Operating Your Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler
Successfully operating the Model 12 requires careful preparation and adherence to the
instructions outlined in your Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler manual. Before you
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start, ensure:

Pre-Operational Check: Thoroughly inspect the baler for any damage, loose components,
or potential hazards. Lubricate moving parts as recommended in the manual.
Correct Tractor Hookup: Properly connect the baler to your tractor, ensuring the PTO
shaft is securely engaged and the hydraulic connections (if applicable) are properly
made. The manual provides detailed diagrams to guide this process.
Adjustments: Adjust the bale density and size according to the crop and desired bale
dimensions. The manual provides precise instructions for these adjustments.
Safe Operation: Always be aware of your surroundings and follow all safety guidelines
provided in the manual. This includes avoiding entanglement in moving parts and
ensuring proper visibility.

### Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with careful operation, issues can arise. The Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler
manual often includes a troubleshooting section to address common problems such as:

Bale Breakage: This can stem from improper knotting, incorrect bale density settings,
or damaged components. The manual typically provides diagnostics and solutions.
Pickup Problems: Issues with the pickup could be due to blockages, worn components, or
improper adjustment. The manual will guide you through resolving these.
Power Transmission Problems: If the baler is not operating correctly, the manual will
often provide guidance on checking the PTO drive, belts, and other power transmission
components.
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Maintenance  and  Parts  for  the  Massey  Ferguson  Model  12
Square Baler
Regular maintenance is crucial for extending the lifespan of your Massey Ferguson Model 12
square baler. The manual outlines a regular maintenance schedule, including:

Lubrication: Proper lubrication of moving parts is essential to prevent wear and tear.
The manual specifies the type and amount of lubricant to use.
Component Inspections: Regularly inspect belts, chains, bearings, and other crucial
components for wear or damage. Replace worn or damaged parts promptly. Sourcing Massey
Ferguson  baler  parts  might  require  contacting  specialized  agricultural  equipment
suppliers or online marketplaces.
Cleaning: Keep the baler clean and free of debris to ensure proper operation and
prevent damage.
Storage: Proper storage during periods of inactivity is important to prevent rust and
deterioration. The manual might provide guidance on appropriate storage methods.

Hay Baling Techniques and Best Practices
Effective hay baling goes beyond simply operating the baler. Achieving high-quality bales
necessitates careful consideration of various factors:

Crop Condition: Bale hay at the optimal moisture content to prevent spoilage and
ensure proper curing.
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Windrow  Formation:  Properly  formed  windrows  ensure  consistent  pickup  and  bale
formation.
Field Conditions: Avoid baling in wet or uneven fields to prevent damage to the
equipment and the crop.
Bale Density: Adjust the bale density according to the crop type and desired storage
requirements.

Using your Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler manual in conjunction with best practices
ensures both efficient baling and high-quality hay production.

Conclusion
The Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler, while a vintage machine, remains a valuable
asset  with  proper  care  and  understanding.  This  guide,  complemented  by  the  detailed
information found within the Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler manual, equips you with
the knowledge to operate, maintain, and troubleshoot this equipment effectively. Remember
that regular maintenance and adherence to safety guidelines are paramount to maximizing the
efficiency and longevity of your baler, resulting in optimal hay production and minimizing
downtime.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find a Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler manual?

A1:  Several  avenues  exist  for  sourcing  a  manual.  Online  marketplaces  like  eBay  or
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specialized agricultural equipment parts websites might offer copies. You could also try
contacting  Massey  Ferguson  directly,  or  searching  for  online  forums  and  communities
dedicated to vintage farm equipment where owners might share scanned copies. Finally, your
local agricultural cooperative or equipment repair shop might have access to older manuals.

Q2: What are the common causes of bale breakage in a Massey Ferguson Model 12?

A2: Bale breakage often results from improper knotting, insufficient bale density, damaged
needles or twine, or worn components within the knotter mechanism. The manual will detail
troubleshooting steps for each of these potential causes. Inspect the twine, needles, and
knotting mechanism carefully.

Q3: How often should I lubricate my Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler?

A3: The frequency of lubrication is detailed in your Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler
manual. It typically involves regular lubrication before and during extended operation,
focusing on key moving parts like bearings, chains, and linkages. Use the recommended type
and grade of lubricant to prevent damage.

Q4: What type of twine is recommended for a Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler?

A4: The manual will specify the recommended twine type and size. Using incorrect twine can
lead to knotting problems and bale breakage. Ensure you use twine of suitable strength and
diameter for the type of crop being baled.

Q5: How do I adjust the bale size on my Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler?
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A5: The adjustment process is clearly outlined in your manual, often involving levers or
other mechanical adjustments. The manual will provide detailed instructions and diagrams to
guide you through this process safely and correctly.

Q6: My Massey Ferguson Model 12 baler's pickup isn't working correctly. What should I
check?

A6: Start by checking for obstructions in the pickup mechanism. Inspect the pickup teeth
for wear or damage. Verify that the pickup drive components are functioning correctly and
that all belts and chains are properly tensioned. The manual will provide more detailed
troubleshooting steps for pickup issues.

Q7: Can I use any tractor with my Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler?

A7: No. The manual specifies the required tractor horsepower and PTO speed. Using a tractor
with insufficient power can lead to inefficient baling or damage to the baler. Always match
the tractor's specifications to the baler's requirements as detailed in the manual.

Q8: Where can I find replacement parts for my Massey Ferguson Model 12 square baler?

A8: Specialized agricultural equipment suppliers, online retailers, and even some local
farm equipment repair shops may carry parts for older Massey Ferguson models. You may need
to search for parts using the model number and specific component names. Online forums and
communities dedicated to vintage farm equipment can also be valuable resources for finding
parts sources.
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Decoding the Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide
The timeless Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler remains a highly-regarded piece of
farming  machinery,  even  in  today's  modern  agricultural  landscape.  Understanding  its
functions is crucial to successful hay production. While the actual manual might be scarce,
its information are indispensable for anyone utilizing this robust baler. This guide will
explore the key aspects detailed within a typical Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler
manual, providing practical insights and recommendations for optimal performance.

Understanding the Manual's Structure and Content:

A comprehensive Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler manual usually contains several
essential  sections.  The  initial  section  typically  explains  the  baler's  comprehensive
features, including measurements, weight, and power requirements. This chapter often gives
a schematic diagram of the baler, pointing out essential elements.

The following section is usually concentrated on the setup process. This thorough guide
often contains images and explicit directions to ensure accurate installation. Overlooking
this section can result in issues and serious injury.

Possibly the most important section of the manual focuses on the use of the baler. This
section typically covers the proper procedures for supplying the baler, adjusting the bale
dimensions, and troubleshooting common difficulties. Mastering these procedures is crucial
for producing high-quality bales and preventing breakdowns to the machine.



Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler Manual

Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler Manual
9

The manual will also feature a thorough section on upkeep. This section is highly essential
for prolonging the durability of your baler. It offers suggestions on periodic maintenance,
greasing, and replacement of wear parts. Adhering to the recommended care outlined in the
manual is essential to avoiding costly fixes and unplanned outages.

Finally, the manual will often contain a part on protection. This chapter emphasizes the
significance of following protective operating methods to avoid injuries. This often
includes cautions about potential hazards associated with operating the machinery and
emphasizes the importance of protective clothing.

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies:

The information contained within the Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler manual is useful
for hay producers of all backgrounds. Beginners can gain from the detailed instructions on
assembly and usage, while experienced users can use the maintenance section to optimize the
efficiency of their baler and extend its lifespan.

Utilizing the knowledge gained from the manual demands a dedication to observing the
directions carefully. This means routine checks of the machinery, immediate action to any
difficulties that occur, and secure storage of the baler during periods of inactivity.

Conclusion:

The Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler manual is a indispensable resource for anyone
operating hay production. Its comprehensive directions on operation and safety are crucial
for securing peak efficiency and preventing costly repairs. By carefully studying and
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implementing the data present within the manual, hay producers can ensure the lasting
durability of their baler and generate high-quality bales for the foreseeable future.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: Where can I find a Massey Ferguson Model 12 Square Baler manual?

A1: Finding a paper copy can be difficult. Try online used equipment dealers, classic
agricultural machinery forums, or contacting Massey Ferguson themselves. Digital copies may
also be available through online archives.

Q2: What are the most common problems with the Massey Ferguson Model 12?

A2: Typical problems include belt slippage, needle wear, and knotter issues. The manual
offers guidance on troubleshooting these and further problems.

Q3: How often should I lubricate my Massey Ferguson Model 12?

A3:  The  manual  will  indicate  a  greasing  schedule.  Frequent  oiling  is  essential  for
efficient performance and avoiding wear and tear.

Q4: What safety precautions should I take when operating the baler?

A4: Always wear protective gear, avoid contact with the moving parts while running, and
ensure all guards are in place before starting the equipment. The manual's safety section
should be carefully studied before each use.
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