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For fifty years, the Foundation for Contemporary Arts
(FCA) has championed a unique mission: supporting
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artists by artists. This isn't just a catchy slogan;
it's a core principle that has shaped the landscape
of contemporary art, providing crucial resources and
fostering a vital community. This article delves into
the impact of the FCA, exploring its history, the
benefits it provides, its unique model of peer
support, and its lasting legacy on the artistic
world. Keywords relevant to this exploration include:
*artist grants*, *contemporary art funding*, *peer-
to-peer support in art*, *FCA grants*, and *nonprofit
art organizations*.

A History of Support: Tracing 50
Years of Impact
Founded in 1973, the FCA emerged from a need for more
accessible and artist-centric funding in the
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contemporary art world. Unlike many traditional
grant-making bodies, the FCA operates on a peer-
review system. This means artists themselves play a
crucial role in evaluating proposals and selecting
recipients. This artist-centric approach ensures that
the grants awarded truly reflect the needs and
challenges faced by working artists today. The early
years saw the FCA focusing on providing emergency
grants, addressing immediate financial crises faced
by artists. Over the decades, however, the
organization has broadened its scope to encompass a
wider range of initiatives, including project-based
grants, awards for specific artistic achievements,
and even initiatives fostering artistic
collaboration.

The evolution of the FCA reflects the shifting
landscape of the art world. Initially focused on
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individual artists, the FCA has increasingly
supported collaborative projects and initiatives that
address broader social and political concerns. This
shift demonstrates a commitment to supporting artists
who engage with the world around them, contributing
to a richer and more relevant artistic discourse. The
FCA's 50th anniversary is not simply a celebration of
longevity but a testament to its adaptability and
enduring relevance.

The Power of Peer Review: Artist
Grants and Community Building
One of the most significant aspects of the FCA's
model is its emphasis on peer review for *artist
grants*. This unique approach ensures that the grants
are distributed based on a deep understanding of the



Artists For Artists 50 Years Of The Foundation For
Contemporary Arts

Artists For Artists 50 Years Of The Foundation For
Contemporary Arts
5

artistic process and the challenges that artists
face. Instead of relying solely on established
curators or critics, the FCA leverages the collective
expertise of a panel of practicing artists to
evaluate proposals. This process fosters a sense of
community and mutual support, reinforcing the
"artists for artists" philosophy at the heart of the
organization.

This peer-to-peer support extends beyond the grant-
making process. The FCA has consistently worked to
build networks and connections within the artistic
community, creating opportunities for collaboration,
mentorship, and shared learning. By bringing artists
together, the FCA fosters a sense of collective
identity and mutual support, combating the often
isolating nature of artistic practice. The impact of
this community building is significant, offering
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artists invaluable emotional and professional support
alongside crucial financial aid.

Beyond Funding: The Broader Impact
of the Foundation for Contemporary
Arts
The FCA’s influence goes beyond the direct financial
support it provides through its *contemporary art
funding*. Its initiatives have consistently pushed
boundaries and fostered innovation within the art
world. The organization has been instrumental in
championing emerging artists, providing them with a
platform to showcase their work and gain recognition.
By supporting diverse voices and perspectives, the
FCA contributes to a richer and more inclusive
artistic landscape. Furthermore, the FCA's commitment



Artists For Artists 50 Years Of The Foundation For
Contemporary Arts

Artists For Artists 50 Years Of The Foundation For
Contemporary Arts
7

to transparency and accountability sets a high
standard for other arts organizations, highlighting
the importance of ethical and responsible grant-
making practices.

The organization’s work has demonstrably improved the
lives and careers of countless artists. Stories
abound of artists who, thanks to the FCA, were able
to complete crucial projects, overcome financial
hardships, and achieve breakthroughs in their
careers. These success stories underscore the
tangible and transformative impact of the FCA's
commitment to supporting artists at every stage of
their careers. The FCA’s legacy isn't just about the
money it distributes but the broader ecosystem of
support and community it cultivates.
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Looking Forward: The Future of
Artists Supporting Artists
The Foundation for Contemporary Arts has a rich
history of supporting artists, and its 50th
anniversary is a significant milestone. As the art
world continues to evolve, the FCA's model of peer-
to-peer support and community building remains
essential. The organization's continued commitment to
innovation and inclusivity ensures its relevance in
the years to come. The FCA's legacy lies not just in
the individual artists it has supported but in the
enduring principle that artists, through mutual
support and understanding, can create a more vibrant
and thriving artistic ecosystem. The future of the
FCA, and indeed the future of art, depends on the
continued success of this vital model of *peer-to-
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peer support in art*.

FAQ: Understanding the Foundation
for Contemporary Arts
Q1: How can an artist apply for an FCA grant?

A1: The FCA's website details the application process
and deadlines for its various grant programs.
Applications typically require a detailed project
proposal, artist statement, budget, and supporting
materials. The specific requirements vary depending
on the grant type. It's essential to carefully review
the guidelines before submitting an application.

Q2: What types of projects does the FCA typically
fund?
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A2: The FCA funds a wide range of artistic endeavors,
including but not limited to: visual arts,
performance art, film, video, literary arts, and
interdisciplinary projects. They prioritize projects
demonstrating originality, innovation, and social
relevance.

Q3: What is the peer-review process like?

A3: The peer-review process involves a panel of
practicing artists who evaluate grant applications
based on artistic merit, feasibility, and impact.
These artists are selected for their expertise and
commitment to supporting their peers. The process
aims to be rigorous and fair, prioritizing the voices
and perspectives of working artists.

Q4: Is the FCA only for established artists?
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A4: No, the FCA actively supports artists at all
stages of their careers, from emerging to
established. Their grant programs are designed to be
accessible to a wide range of artists, regardless of
their experience level.

Q5: How can I support the FCA?

A5: You can support the FCA through donations,
volunteering, or by attending their events and
promoting their work within the art community. Every
contribution helps sustain their mission of
supporting artists by artists.

Q6: What is the FCA's geographical scope?

A6: While based in New York City, the FCA accepts
applications from artists across the United States
and, in some cases, internationally, depending on the
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specific grant program. This broad reach reflects
their commitment to supporting a diverse range of
artistic voices.

Q7: What makes the FCA different from other arts
funding organizations?

A7: The FCA’s unique distinction lies in its artist-
centric approach. The peer-review process,
emphasizing the voices and expertise of working
artists, sets it apart from many other organizations
that rely on a more traditional model of curatorial
or institutional review.

Q8: How can I learn more about the FCA’s past grant
recipients?

A8: The FCA website often features profiles and
details of past grant recipients, showcasing the
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breadth and impact of their funding. These profiles
highlight the success stories and demonstrate the
tangible benefits of the organization's support.

Artists for Artists: 50 Years of
the Foundation for Contemporary
Arts
For fifty years, the Foundation for Contemporary Arts
(FCA) has been a beacon of support for performing
artists. Established in the early seventies, its
mission—to foster the creation and sharing of
groundbreaking contemporary art—has resonated deeply
within the cultural community. This article examines
the FCA's influence over the past fifty years,
highlighting its unique approach and its prolonged
influence to the realm of contemporary art.
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The FCA's unparalleled focus on artists supporting
artists sets it apart from numerous other
institutions that mainly focus on acquiring art or
funding organizations. Instead, the FCA personally
gives financial aid and mentorship to individual
artists at various stages of their careers. This
personal approach has shown to be incredibly
effective in empowering artists and allowing their
creative growth.

One of the FCA's flagship programs is its Grants to
Artists program. This rigorous program awards
considerable grants to artists whose work
demonstrates exceptional excellence. The selection is
evaluated by a committee of eminent artists and
professionals, ensuring that the grants finance truly
innovative artistic endeavors. Over the years, the
FCA has funded a wide array of artists, from new
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talents to accomplished experts, across a extensive
range of areas, including painting, sculpture,
performance art, video art, and digital media.

Beyond monetary aid, the FCA also actively furthers
the work of its grantees. This encompasses organizing
exhibitions, publications, and other marketing
projects to enhance the visibility of the artists and
their work. This commitment to assisting artists
throughout their professions, not just financially,
but also through promotion and networking, is a
defining feature of the FCA’s method.

The FCA’s impact is clear in the careers of the many
artists it has assisted over the years. Many grantees
have gone on to achieve global acclaim, pushing the
boundaries of contemporary art and shaping the
creative landscape. The FCA's role in fostering this
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talent has been essential in shaping the trajectory
of the contemporary art movement.

Looking towards the future, the FCA continues to
adapt to the shifting needs of the cultural
community. The institution remains committed to its
mission of assisting artists and furthering
contemporary art, understanding the vital role that
artists play in society. Their ongoing initiatives
and adaptations ensure the FCA remains a relevant and
impactful force in the world of contemporary art for
the next fifty years and beyond. The FCA's heritage
is a testament to the power of investing in artists,
and their achievements continuously shape the future
of art.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
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1. How can artists apply for a grant from the FCA?
Artists can find detailed application guidelines and
deadlines on the FCA's official website. The process
usually involves submitting a submission including a
portfolio and an artist statement.

2. What types of art does the FCA support? The FCA
supports a wide variety of contemporary art forms,
including painting, sculpture, performance art, video
art, digital media, and more. The emphasis is on
creative work pushing the frontiers of artistic
expression.

3. Is the FCA only for American artists? No, the FCA
considers applications from artists worldwide.
However, the requirements may vary depending on the
program. It’s essential to check the FCA's website
for the most up-to-date information on eligibility
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criteria.

4. How does the FCA select grant recipients? A panel
of independent assessors comprised of prominent
artists, curators, and arts professionals reviews the
applications and selects the recipients based on the
quality of the proposed projects and the artist's
artistic promise.
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