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The study of ancient Roman coinage offers a fascinating window into the
political, social, and economic life of the Roman Empire. The *Roman
Imperial Coins: Augustus to Hadrian and Antonine Selections (31 BC — AD
180), John Max Wulfing Collection at Washington University, Vol. 3%,
provides an unparalleled glimpse into this rich history. This volume, a
significant contribution to numismatic scholarship, meticulously
catalogues a remarkable collection of Roman imperial coins spanning the
reigns of Augustus, the first Roman Emperor, through the Antonine
dynasty. This article delves into the significance of this collection,
highlighting its key features and the valuable insights it offers into
this pivotal period in Roman history.

The Significance of the Wulfing Collection

The John Max Wulfing Collection housed at Washington University is
renowned for its exceptional quality and comprehensiveness. This third
volume focuses specifically on the period from 31 BC to AD 180, a time

marked by significant political upheaval, military expansion, and

economic transformation within the Roman Empire. The collection's
strength lies in its representation of a wide range of denominations,
mints, and emperors, providing a detailed picture of the evolution of
Roman coinage during this era. Key aspects include the detailed
cataloging of coins, allowing scholars and enthusiasts to analyze the
artistry, iconography, and technological advancements reflected in the
coinage. This detailed approach allows for a deeper understanding of
Roman imperial numismatics.

Key Features and Highlights of the Collection

This volume goes beyond a simple catalog. It provides detailed
descriptions of each coin, including its metal content, weight,
dimensions, and condition. Furthermore, the descriptive entries
consider the historical context of each coin's production, analyzing
the depicted emperors, deities, and symbols. This detailed



contextualization is crucial for interpreting the broader meaning and
significance of the numismatic material. Several key emperors are
heavily represented, including Augustus, whose reign marks the
transition from Republic to Empire, and Hadrian, known for his
extensive building programs and administrative reforms. The Antonine
period, covering the reigns of Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, and
Lucius Verus, is particularly well-represented, reflecting the relative
stability and prosperity of this era. The collection also offers a
valuable insight into Roman imperial iconography and its evolution over
time.

### Technological Advancements in Coinage

The collection also documents the evolving technology used in Roman
coin production during this period. One can observe the transition from
earlier, often less refined techniques, to the higher standards
achieved during the reign of Hadrian and the Antonines. The consistent
quality and standardization of coins under these emperors demonstrates
the power and efficiency of the Roman monetary system. This careful
attention to detail reflects the importance of a stable currency for
the Roman economy. Examining the Roman coinage techniques employed in
the Wulfing collection reveals fascinating insights into the
technological capabilities of the era.

Historical Context and Interpretation

The coins in the Wulfing Collection are not merely inert objects; they
are historical documents reflecting the political propaganda, religious
beliefs, and economic realities of the Roman Empire. The images on the
coins—portraits of emperors, depictions of deities, and symbols of
power—serve as potent visual representations of imperial authority and
Roman ideology. For example, the depiction of Augustus as a divine
figure reflects the emperor's growing cult of personality. Similarly,
the coins minted during the Antonine period often showcase themes of
peace and prosperity, reflecting the stability of this era. Studying
the legends and symbols on the coins provides valuable insights into
Roman imperial history.

The Value of the Wulfing Collection for
Scholars and Enthusiasts

The *Roman Imperial Coins: Augustus to Hadrian and Antonine Selections*
offers a significant contribution to the field of numismatics and Roman
history. Its comprehensive nature, detailed cataloging, and careful
contextualization make it an essential resource for scholars,
numismatic researchers, and anyone interested in Roman history. The
meticulous descriptions, high-quality imagery, and detailed analysis
make this volume a valuable tool for those wishing to learn more about
the numismatic history of the Roman Empire and understand the processes
behind Roman coin production. The collection provides a tangible link
to the past, allowing us to engage directly with the artifacts that
played a vital role in the daily lives of Roman citizens.

Conclusion

The John Max Wulfing Collection, Vol. 3, offers an invaluable
contribution to our understanding of Roman Imperial history. By
meticulously documenting a significant collection of coins from the
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reigns of Augustus to the Antonines, this work allows scholars and

enthusiasts alike to explore the political, economic, and social
landscape of this pivotal period. The detailed analysis of the coins,
coupled with the historical context provided, illuminates the complex
interplay of power, religion, and economics in the Roman world. This
collection serves as a testament to the enduring power of numismatic

evidence and its ability to enrich our understanding of the past.

FAQ

Ql: What makes the Wulfing Collection so significant compared to other
Roman coin collections?

Al: The Wulfing Collection's significance stems from its
comprehensiveness in representing the period from Augustus to the
Antonines, its high quality and well-preserved condition of the coins,
and the rigorous scholarship underpinning its catalog. Many other
collections may specialize in certain emperors or periods, but the
Wulfing Collection offers a cohesive and broadly representative view of
this important era.

Q2: How can researchers utilize the information in Volume 37?

A2: Researchers can use this volume for several purposes: to identify
and authenticate Roman coins; to study the evolution of Roman imperial
iconography and artistic styles; to analyze the political messages
conveyed through the coinage; to track changes in metal content and
minting techniques over time; and to contextualize numismatic finds
within broader historical narratives.

Q3: What are the key iconographic themes represented in the coins of
this period?

A3: Key iconographic themes include imperial portraits emphasizing the
emperor's power and divinity, depictions of Roman deities reflecting
the state religion, symbols of Roman military power (like eagles and

standards), representations of peace and prosperity, and
personifications of virtues (like Pax, Abundantia, and Felicitas).

Q4: Are there any particularly rare or unusual coins within the Wulfing
Collection (Vol. 3)?

A4: While the detailed information on the rarity of individual coins
would require examining the volume itself, the sheer size and scope of
the collection almost guarantees the presence of unusual and rare
specimens. The catalog's meticulous descriptions would highlight such
items.

Q5: How does the study of Roman imperial coins contribute to our
broader understanding of Roman history?

A5: Roman coins act as primary source material, providing insights into
political propaganda, religious beliefs, economic policies,
technological advancements, and social structures. They offer a
tangible connection to the past and illuminate aspects of daily life
not readily apparent in other historical sources.

Q6: Where can I access the John Max Wulfing Collection, Vol. 37?

A6: Access to the physical collection likely requires contacting
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Washington University directly. However, if the catalog is published,
it might be accessible through university libraries, online
booksellers, or specialist numismatic publications.

Q7: What future research avenues does the Wulfing Collection open up?

A7: Future research could focus on more detailed stylistic analysis of
the coins, comparative studies with other collections, deeper
investigation into the historical context of specific coin types, and
the use of advanced imaging techniques to reveal further details about
the coins' creation and condition.

Q8: How can I learn more about numismatics in general?

A8: Numerous resources are available for learning more about
numismatics. These include introductory books on ancient coinage,
online numismatic societies and forums, museum exhibits dedicated to
ancient coins, and university-level courses on archaeology or ancient
history.

Delving into the Remarkable World of Roman Imperial Coinage: A Look at
the Wulfing Collection

The analysis of ancient coinage offers a unique window into the
intricacies of past civilizations. Roman imperial coins, in especial,
provide a abundant tapestry of historical data, artistic achievements,
and politico-economic trends. The John Max Wulfing Collection, housed
at Washington University, and specifically Volume 3, encompassing Roman
imperial coins from Augustus to Hadrian and Antonine selections (31 BC

— AD 180), stands as a monument to this captivating field. This article
delves into the significance of this exceptional collection,
highlighting its offerings to our comprehension of the Roman Empire.

The collection's sequential span, covering the reigns of Augustus, the
first Roman Emperor, through the Antonines, a era marked by relative
tranquility and prosperity, provides a comprehensive overview of a
pivotal phase in Roman history. This period witnessed significant
changes in political structures, monetary policies, and cultural
expressions. The coins themselves, consequently, serve as physical
proof to these transformations.

One of the extremely important aspects of the Wulfing Collection is its
variety. It comprises a broad array of coin types, from the ordinary
denarii used for daily transactions to the rare and precious aureus,
the gold coin reserved for the wealthy. This diversity allows for a

detailed study of the progression of Roman coinage, reflecting not only
the shifting monetary policies but also the shifting artistic styles

and imagery.

The depictions of emperors and members of the imperial family on these
coins are of especial interest. They provide invaluable insights into
Roman ideology, propaganda, and the development of the imperial cult.

The stylistic changes in these depictions, from the idealized images of
Augustus to the more realistic depictions of later emperors, indicate
the evolving artistic tastes and the changing political atmosphere.

Furthermore, the back sides of the coins often show scenes from Roman

mythology, significant events, or symbols of power and control. These
images provide further layers of cultural information, illuminating
aspects of Roman religion, military campaigns, and social life. For
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example, the illustration of a specific military victory on a coin can
cast light on the context of that event and its importance to the
emperor's governance.

The John Max Wulfing Collection, Volume 3, is not merely a gathering of
ancient coins; it is a main root of factual evidence and a important
tool for researchers in the fields of numismatics, ancient past, and

archaeology. Its openness at Washington University makes it a key
enhancement to the academic world, allowing researchers and students
alike to participate with a outstanding piece of Roman inheritance.

The analysis of the Wulfing Collection allows for the development of
critical thinking skills by assessing source documented sources.
Students can learn to understand the nuances of symbolism, writings,
and mint marks to obtain significance and background from the coins.
Such skills are applicable to a wide range of scholarly disciplines,
boosting analytical and research abilities.

In summary, the John Max Wulfing Collection, Volume 3, offers an
incomparable opportunity to investigate the engrossing world of Roman
imperial coinage. Its thorough coverage of the period from Augustus to
the Antonines, its variety of coin types, and the abundant imagery it

shows all lend to its importance as a main origin for documented
research. The collection serves as a testament to the lasting impact of

the Roman Empire and the value of studying its physical culture.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the significance of the John Max Wulfing Collection? The
collection is significant because it provides a comprehensive overview
of Roman imperial coinage during a pivotal period, offering invaluable
insight into political, economic, and artistic developments through a

tangible historical source.

2. How does the collection contribute to academic research? The
collection serves as a primary source for researchers in numismatics,
ancient history, and archaeology, enabling detailed studies of Roman

monetary policies, artistic styles, and socio-political dynamics.

3. What can students learn from studying this collection? Students can
develop critical thinking and analytical skills by interpreting the
coin's iconography, epigraphy, and mint marks, applying these skills to
various academic disciplines.

4. Is the collection publicly accessible? Yes, the collection is housed
at Washington University and is accessible to researchers and students,
contributing to the broader academic community's access to a
significant historical resource.
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