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Myanmar Blue 2017: A Deep Dive
into the Sapphire Market's Turning
Point
The year 2017 marked a significant shift in the global gemstone market, particularly
for Burmese sapphires, often referred to as "Myanmar blue." This period witnessed a
confluence of factors that impacted pricing, sourcing, and the overall perception of
this highly prized gemstone. This article delves into the complexities of Myanmar
blue 2017, exploring its characteristics, market fluctuations, ethical sourcing
concerns, and lasting impact on the industry. We’ll also consider relevant subtopics
such as Myanmar sapphire mining, Burmese sapphire prices, ethical
gemstone sourcing, and the impact of political instability.

Introduction: Understanding the Myanmar Blue
Market in 2017
Myanmar (formerly Burma) has long been renowned for producing some of the
world's finest sapphires. Their intense color saturation, exceptional clarity, and
vibrant hues have captivated collectors and connoisseurs for centuries. However,
2017 presented a unique set of challenges and opportunities within this market. The
year saw significant political upheaval in Myanmar, impacting the already complex
landscape of sapphire mining and trade. Simultaneously, increased global
awareness of ethical sourcing and responsible gem trading placed new pressures on
the industry. Understanding the events of 2017 is crucial for navigating the
contemporary Myanmar blue sapphire market.

The Impact of Political Instability on Myanmar
Sapphire Mining
The political situation in Myanmar in 2017 played a significant role in shaping the
sapphire market. Ongoing conflict and instability in key mining regions, such as
Mogok, directly affected production and supply chains. This disruption led to
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fluctuating prices, with some grades of Myanmar blue experiencing sharp increases
while others saw a decline. The uncertainty also deterred some investors, creating a
more volatile market. The impact of political instability extended beyond simple
supply and demand; it impacted the safety and security of miners and traders,
further complicating the already intricate processes of gemstone extraction and
export.

Burmese Sapphire Prices: A Rollercoaster Year
Myanmar sapphire prices in 2017 were far from stable. While high-quality, highly
sought-after stones maintained their value, the overall market experienced
considerable volatility. The political instability, coupled with increased scrutiny
regarding ethical sourcing, created uncertainty among buyers. This uncertainty
impacted pricing, causing fluctuations that were difficult to predict. Certain colors
and qualities saw a dramatic surge in price, while others were less affected.
Understanding these price shifts requires analyzing individual characteristics, such
as color, clarity, and carat weight, against the backdrop of the wider geopolitical
landscape.

Ethical Gemstone Sourcing: A Growing Concern
2017 saw a growing emphasis on ethical gemstone sourcing, particularly in the
Myanmar sapphire market. Concerns surrounding human rights abuses,
environmental damage, and the lack of transparency within the supply chain
became increasingly prominent. Consumers were becoming more aware of the
origins of their gemstones and demanding ethical sourcing practices. This trend
pushed industry players towards greater accountability and transparency. The
desire for ethically sourced Myanmar sapphire mining practices became a critical
factor in purchasing decisions, forcing a shift toward more sustainable and
responsible practices within the industry.

The Legacy of Myanmar Blue 2017: Lasting
Impacts on the Industry
The events of 2017 left an indelible mark on the Myanmar blue sapphire market.
The year served as a turning point, highlighting the interconnectedness of political
stability, ethical considerations, and market dynamics. The increased focus on
ethical sourcing has continued to reshape the industry, driving greater transparency
and accountability. The volatility experienced in 2017 also underscored the
importance of due diligence and informed purchasing decisions. The legacy of this
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period continues to influence how Myanmar blue sapphires are sourced, traded, and
perceived globally.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complexities of
Myanmar Blue Sapphires
The Myanmar blue sapphire market in 2017 was a complex interplay of geopolitical
factors, ethical considerations, and market forces. Understanding these interacting
elements is crucial for anyone involved in the industry, from miners and traders to
consumers and investors. The year served as a wake-up call, pushing for greater
transparency and ethical practices within the gemstone trade. The legacy of 2017
continues to shape the future of Myanmar blue sapphires, emphasizing the
importance of responsible sourcing and informed decision-making.

FAQ: Myanmar Blue 2017 – Your Questions
Answered
Q1: What were the main factors influencing the Myanmar blue sapphire
market in 2017?

A1: The main factors included political instability in Myanmar, impacting mining
operations and supply chains; increased global awareness of ethical sourcing
concerns; and fluctuating global economic conditions, all contributing to price
volatility.

Q2: Did the political situation in Myanmar directly affect the price of
sapphires?

A2: Yes, absolutely. Disruptions in mining areas due to conflict and instability led to
production limitations, impacting availability and consequently driving up prices for
certain grades of sapphire. Conversely, uncertainty reduced demand in some
sectors, leading to price drops for other qualities.

Q3: How can consumers ensure they are buying ethically sourced Myanmar
blue sapphires?

A3: Consumers should look for gemstones from reputable dealers who provide clear
documentation regarding the origin and sourcing of their sapphires. Certification
from recognized organizations that focus on ethical and sustainable sourcing is also
a good indicator. Asking questions about the supply chain and demanding
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transparency is also vital.

Q4: What are the key characteristics that distinguish high-quality
Myanmar blue sapphires?

A4: High-quality Myanmar blue sapphires are known for their intense, vibrant blue
color, exceptional clarity, and often, a velvety texture. Specific characteristics like
"cornflower blue" are highly prized. The absence of inclusions (internal flaws) also
contributes significantly to a stone’s value.

Q5: How do the prices of Myanmar blue sapphires compare to sapphires
from other regions?

A5: Generally, high-quality Myanmar blue sapphires command higher prices than
sapphires from other regions due to their renowned color and clarity. However, the
price differences vary considerably depending on the specific characteristics of the
stone and the market conditions.

Q6: What is the future outlook for the Myanmar blue sapphire market?

A6: The future is likely to continue showing a strong emphasis on ethical sourcing
and transparency. The market will likely see increased regulation and efforts
towards sustainable practices. Price fluctuations are expected to continue,
influenced by both global economic trends and the political situation within
Myanmar.

Q7: Where can I find reliable information about Myanmar blue sapphires?

A7: Reputable gemmology organizations, independent gemological laboratories, and
specialist gemstone dealers are reliable sources of information. Academic research
and articles published in peer-reviewed journals also provide valuable insights into
the market and the ethical considerations involved.

Q8: Are there any specific certifications that guarantee ethical sourcing of
Myanmar sapphires?

A8: While no single certification universally guarantees ethical sourcing, several
organizations are working towards creating standards and certifications for
responsible gemstone sourcing. Look for certificates from reputable organizations
that audit the entire supply chain and adhere to strict ethical guidelines. However,
always conduct your own due diligence.

Myamar Blue 2017: A Deep Dive into a Turbulent Year
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The year 2017 in Myanmar (formerly Burma) was a critical moment, a watershed in
the nation's complex journey towards democracy. While the hope generated by the
incomplete democratic transitions initiated in 2011 persisted, 2017 witnessed a
sharp deterioration in the human rights condition for many communities across the
land. This article will examine the key happenings of that year, evaluating their
influence and significance within the larger framework of Myanmar's ongoing
transformation.

The Rohingya calamity undoubtedly defined the narrative of Myanmar in 2017. The
savage repression on the Rohingya Muslim minority in Rakhine State, triggered by
assaults on police stations, resulted in a slaughter of unimaginable magnitude.
Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya abandoned their abodes, seeking asylum in
neighboring Bangladesh, becoming migrants in a humanitarian aid of international
anxiety. The scale of the violence, the systematic quality of the persecution, and the
participation – or at least passivity – of the Myanmar administration drew
widespread censure.

Beyond the Rohingya tragedy, other problems plagued Myanmar in 2017. The
persistent fighting in various parts of the state, involving tribal rebel organizations,
continued to remove civilians and impede development. The governmental
landscape also remained fragile, with strains between the military and the civilian
leadership. The restrictions on independence of expression and gathering, along
with issues about corruption, further worsened the situation.

The international community responded to the events of 2017 with a blend of
punishments, diplomatic influence, and relief support. However, the effectiveness of
these steps remained questionable. The global answer was often condemned for
being too delayed, too ineffective, or too concentrated on particular aspects of the
crisis while ignoring others.

Looking back, 2017 served as a stark reminder of the obstacles facing Myanmar on
its road to true self-governance. The Rohingya catastrophe exposed the deep-
seated splits within Myanmar nation, the fragility of its political system, and the
limitations of the international community's ability to efficiently react to
fundamental freedoms violations.

Conclusion:

2017 in Myanmar was a year marked by profound challenges and calamities. The
Rohingya catastrophe cast a long gloom over the nation, highlighting the deep
difficulties to tranquility, justice, and reconciliation. While the hope of early
transitions was dashed, the events of 2017 uncovered critical deficiencies and
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provided a plan for necessary changes moving forward. Understanding this time is
vital for comprehending Myanmar's persistent struggle for self-governance and
fundamental freedoms.

FAQ:

1. What were the main causes of the Rohingya crisis in 2017? The immediate
trigger was an assault on military posts by Rohingya fighters. However, the root
causes were decades of organized discrimination, marginalization, and government-
backed cruelty against the Rohingya population.

2. What was the international response to the crisis? The international
community responded with global censure, sanctions, and humanitarian aid
assistance. However, the success of these measures was challenged.

3. What is the current situation in Myanmar? Myanmar continues to face
substantial challenges, including persistent fighting, administrative volatility, and
civil liberties worries. The situation remains complex and shifting.

4. What are the long-term implications of the 2017 events? The events of
2017 have had substantial and enduring implications for Myanmar's political course
and its relations with the international community. The path to tranquility, equity,
and unity remains long and arduous.
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