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David Hucaby's CCNP Switch 642-813
Official Certification Guide: A
Retrospective Review
The quest for the coveted Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP) certification is a
challenging but rewarding journey. Many aspiring network engineers rely on
comprehensive study guides to navigate the complexities of the exam, and David
Hucaby's *CCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide* (hardcover, 2010) was, for
its time, a cornerstone resource. This article will delve into this now-vintage study guide,
examining its strengths, weaknesses, and lasting relevance in the context of today's
networking landscape. We'll explore its contents, pedagogical approach, and its place
within the broader context of Cisco certification preparation, CCNP Switch exam
strategies, and the evolution of networking technologies.

Introduction: A Look Back at a CCNP Classic
Published in 2010, David Hucaby's *CCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide*
was an official Cisco Press publication, carrying the weight and authority that such a
designation provided. The book served as a comprehensive study aid for the then-current
CCNP Switch exam (642-813). While the specific exam number and many of the
underlying technologies are now obsolete, the core concepts covered remain
fundamentally important for anyone pursuing networking expertise. This review will
analyze the book's content, structure, and value, considering both its historical context
and its potential relevance to modern networking studies.

Content and Coverage: A Deep Dive into Switching
Technologies
The *CCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide* covered a broad range of topics
essential for understanding Cisco Catalyst switches. Key areas included:

Spanning Tree Protocol (STP): A significant portion of the book was dedicated
to STP, including its various versions (like RSTP and MSTP), configuration, and
troubleshooting. This remains crucial knowledge, even with the advent of newer
technologies.
VLANs and Inter-VLAN Routing: The book provided thorough coverage of VLAN
implementation, configuration, and the various methods for routing traffic between
VLANs. Understanding VLANs is a fundamental skill for any network administrator.
Access Lists and Security: Security was a significant focus, with detailed
explanations of access control lists (ACLs) and their application in securing network
infrastructure. This section remains highly relevant, as network security continues
to be a paramount concern.
IP Routing Fundamentals: While the book primarily focused on switching, it also
included relevant sections on IP routing protocols, setting the stage for
understanding the broader network architecture.
Troubleshooting and Diagnostics: A significant portion of the book was devoted
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to practical troubleshooting techniques and diagnostic tools, equipping readers
with the skills to identify and resolve network issues.

The book's approach was highly methodical, breaking down complex topics into
manageable chunks and providing ample examples and diagrams. Hucaby's writing style,
while technical, was generally accessible to readers with a solid networking foundation.

Pedagogical Approach and Strengths
One of the strengths of Hucaby's guide was its structured approach. It effectively
combined theoretical explanations with practical, hands-on exercises, mirroring the
learning process of many networking professionals. The inclusion of real-world examples
and scenarios helped solidify the learning process. The book's depth, covering both the
"why" and "how" of various networking concepts, distinguished it from more superficial
guides.

Limitations and Obsolescence
It's crucial to acknowledge the book's age. The 642-813 exam, and the technologies it
heavily covered, have long been replaced by newer Cisco certifications and technologies.
Concepts like specific IOS versions and commands are outdated. However, the
foundational principles remain highly relevant. The understanding of STP, VLANs, ACLs,
and troubleshooting techniques learned from this guide translate directly to
contemporary networking roles.

Furthermore, the book lacks the interactive elements and online resources found in more
modern study guides. Its purely text-based format might feel less engaging to learners
accustomed to multimedia learning experiences.

Conclusion: A Valuable Historical Resource with
Enduring Principles
While David Hucaby's *CCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide* is now outdated
in terms of specific exam content and technologies, its core value lies in its thorough
exploration of foundational networking concepts. For those seeking a deeper
understanding of the history of Cisco certifications and the evolution of switching
technologies, it remains a significant piece of history. Its detailed explanations and
practical approach to troubleshooting still offer significant value to anyone learning
network engineering principles, although it shouldn't be relied upon as a sole study
resource for current certifications. It serves as a testament to the enduring principles of
network engineering, showcasing the timeless value of a strong understanding of core
networking concepts.

FAQ
Q1: Can I still use this book to study for a current CCNP certification?

A1: No, this book specifically covers the now-obsolete 642-813 exam. Current CCNP
certifications (like ENCOR and ENARSI) cover significantly different technologies and
require updated study materials. While the foundational concepts remain relevant, using
this book alone would be insufficient and potentially misleading.

Q2: What are the key differences between the old 642-813 exam and current
CCNP Switch exams?

A2: The 642-813 exam focused heavily on specific Cisco IOS versions and commands,
while current exams emphasize a broader understanding of networking concepts and
problem-solving. Technologies like SDN and automation play a much larger role in
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modern exams.

Q3: What are some good alternatives to this book for studying for current
CCNP certifications?

A3: Numerous updated study guides and online resources are available. Consult the
official Cisco website for recommended learning materials, and explore reputable online
training platforms.

Q4: Is this book useful for learning basic networking concepts?

A4: While outdated in its specific focus, the book does offer detailed explanations of core
networking concepts such as VLANs, STP, and ACLs. These principles are fundamental
and remain relevant, so aspects of the book could supplement a broader study plan.

Q5: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A5: Used copies might be available on online marketplaces like eBay or Amazon.
However, finding one in good condition might be challenging due to its age.

Q6: What is the value of this book from a historical perspective?

A6: The book serves as a valuable snapshot of networking technology in the early 2010s
and the approach to Cisco certification at that time. It offers insight into the evolution of
networking technologies and exam formats.

Q7: Does the book cover network automation?

A7: No, network automation is not a significant topic in the *CCNP Switch 642-813 Official
Certification Guide* because it predates the widespread adoption of network automation
techniques.

Q8: What makes David Hucaby's book stand out compared to other CCNP study
guides from the same era?

A8: As an official Cisco Press publication, it carried a level of authority and detail that was
generally considered above many third-party study guides. Its structured approach and
inclusion of practical examples were also praised by many readers at the time.

Navigating the Network Jungle: A Deep Dive into
David Hucaby's SCCNP Switch 642-813 Official
Certification Guide
For those seeking to conquer the complex world of Cisco networking, the designation
*David Hucaby's SCCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide Exam Certification
Guide Hardcover 2010* stands as a venerable milestone. This comprehensive textbook
served as a guiding light for many candidates training for the challenging Cisco Certified
Network Professional (CCNP) Switch examination – specifically, the 642-813 edition. While
newer editions exist, understanding the influence of this particular resource offers
invaluable insights into Cisco networking principles and exam preparation.

The book's strength lies in its organized approach to exploring the broad scope of topics
relevant to the 642-813 exam. Hucaby doesn't simply provide information; he directs the
reader through a rational order of ideas, constructing a solid understanding step-by-step.
This is essential for grasping difficult networking protocols like Spanning Tree Protocol
(STP), VLANs, and inter-VLAN routing.

One notable feature of the book is its practical focus. It doesn't merely display abstract
information; instead, it incorporates numerous examples and scenarios that demonstrate
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the real-world application of these principles. Think of it as a skilled tutor beside you,
patiently clarifying challenging topics through clear definitions and pertinent analogies.

The book's extent extends beyond only describing the technologies themselves. It also
delves into solving methods and best procedures. This is crucial for individuals planning
to emerge as a proficient network administrator. The skill to identify and correct network
challenges is a essential ability for any successful network professional.

Furthermore, the guide's structure is carefully planned, making it simple to use. The table
of contents is thorough, and the prose is clear, avoiding jargon wherever feasible. This
makes it understandable to a broad range of learners, including those with varying
degrees of former expertise.

While the 2010 version is now dated, its core principles remain applicable. Many of the
essential networking protocols covered haven't modified drastically, making the book's
information still beneficial for strengthening a solid foundation in Cisco networking. Using
it in combination with more up-to-date publications can demonstrate to be a highly
successful learning approach.

In summary, David Hucaby's SCCNP Switch 642-813 Official Certification Guide, despite
its age, remains a significant resource for those desiring to grasp the intricacies of Cisco
networking. Its organized strategy, applied examples, and lucid writing style make it a
worthy supplement to any systems administrator's collection.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book still relevant in 2024? While outdated in terms of specific exam
numbers, the core networking concepts remain largely relevant. Supplementing it with
newer material is recommended.

2. What are the book's main strengths? Its strong focus on practical application,
clear explanations, and logical progression of concepts are key strengths.

3. Who is the target audience for this book? Network administrators, engineers, and
anyone preparing for a CCNP Switch certification (though using it alongside updated
materials is advised).

4. Can this book be used without prior networking knowledge? While helpful for
beginners, some foundational networking knowledge is recommended for optimal
comprehension.

5. Are there practice exams included? The book's age limits definitive confirmation;
however, many similar guides often include practice questions or point towards
supplementary resources containing them.
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